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US Homeland Security 
Official arrested for 
online child seduction 
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How to picnic in style: 
Tips from Glenda Barretto, 
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Is donate rare blood H I 
type to save little Frail A 


By Nikko Dizon 


‘THE FAMILY OF A3-YEAR-OLD GIRL NAMED 
Frail had earlier given up on her. 

She had been downed by typhoid fever and 
anemia, Doctors at the Zamboanga City Medical 
Center had said that could have killed her. 

She also needed transfusion of a rare blood 


Reggie Aspiras, Micky Fenix 
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» Number-coding suspended 
Nom) y^ in Metro, except Makati, 
/ starting today until June 2 


HA 


m ENTERTAINMENT / A2-8 


Peek into Ruffa’s closet 
and drool over a few 
of her favorite things 


FEARLESS VIEWS 


New York Times editorial: 
Dark Days for RP Democracy 


THE NEW YORK TIMES, IN AN EDITORIAL YES- 
terday, urged President George W. Bush to warn 
President Macapagal-Arroyo that she was "un- 
dermining a hard-won democracy" and making 
her country “vulnerable to terrorist pressures.” 

The editorial, "Dark Days for Philippine 
Democracy,” said: 

“Filipinos thought they had put an end to elec- 
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toral chicanery and governmental intimidation 
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Do a Thaksin, GMA told; 
No outrage, Palace s 


5 senators 
launch Gloria 
resign drive 


By Philip C. Tubeza and T] Burgonio 


TO MARK PRESIDENT MACAPA- | 
gal-Arroyo’s 59th birthday yes- | 
terday, five senators launched a 
nationwide campaign to force 
her out of office. 


Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. joined Senate President Franklin Drilon ' 
and Senators Panfilo Lacson, Jinggoy Estrada 
and Jamby Madrigal in launching the Gloria 
Resign Movement before cheering Senate em- 
ployees holding placards calling on Ms Ar- | 
Toyo to quit. ! 

Pimentel, Estrada and Madrigal said the 
President should follow the example of Thai 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and step 
down, 

On Tuesday, after months of ignoring calls 
for his resignation over charges of corruption 
and abuse of power, Thaksin announced that 
he would step down from office. 

Pimentel said the senators would go on a 
nationwide road show during their Lenten 
break to drum up support for the Gloria Re- 
sign Movement. 

“This is my birthday wish for her,” he said, 
holding up a "Gloria Resign” sticker. 


SSENATORS/A8 


No Bhumibol 
to tell GMA 
it’s time to go / 


Wednesday pit 


BANGKOK—KING BHUMIBOL ADUIYADEJ, 
who plays a key role in Thailand's political 
life, is the world's longest reigning monarch 
who wields enormous influence over the na- 
tion. 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shi- 
nawatra announced Tuesday he 
would step down after holding talks 
with the king. Thaksin said he was 


at 
THE STUNNING RESIGNATION AND ^ 
sudden turnabout of Thai Prime Minis- \ 
ter Thaksin Shinawatra call atten- 
tion to the higher threshold of re- 
sistance (some might call it 
"threshold of shame") of President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo to widespread res 
ignation demands, which have put her 
government under siege from street 


ANALYSIS protests since 


last June over al- 
legations that she 
cheated in the 2004 election. 

A number of factors contributed to 
‘Thaksin's resignation. He announced it after a 
meeting with King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
Thaksin said he would "not accept the pre- 
mier post” for the sake of national unity but 
would stay as caretaker prime minister until 
parliament selects his successor. His meeting 
"with the king suggests the king had inter- 2 

NOBHUMIBOL AI - 


By Amando Doro of respect for the monarch in his 60th 


yÉ resigning to end a dragging crisis out 


BATTING FOR THE BEST. Baseball competition in the annual Manila Youth Games kicks off at the Rizal Memorial on. 
ing the Smokey Mountain Team A (with Gino Riparip at the bat) against Vicente Lim Elementary School. 
Smokey Mountain team won that one. The games which started last Sunday will run till Sunday, April 9. 


Thai king is ‘Strength of the Land’ 


year on the throne. 

Tn a culture where religion and royalty 
are intertwined, the 78-year-old monarch 
has carefully nurtured his role as caretaker 
of his people and helped Thailand weather 
six decades of political and social upheaval. 

The king, whose full name means 
“Strength of the Land—Incomparable 
Power" was only 18 when his brother 
died under mysterious circumstances and 
the mantle of the monarchy was thrust. 


"Pinoys feel 
situation 
here much 
brighter 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Tonette Orejas 


PRESIDENT MACAPA- 
gal-Arroyo will not fol- 
low in the footsteps of 
Thai Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra be- 
cause the two are faced 
with totally different 
situations, Malacañang 


officials yesterday said. 

Not only is there a difference 
in the form of government, there 
is no upheaval or outrage against 
the government or President Ar- 
royo,” the President's adviser on 
political affairs, Gabriel Claudio, 
told reporters. 

Claudio was among the ofi- 
cials who yesterday accompanied 
Ms Arroyo to Lubao when she at- 
tended a Mass to celebrate her 
59th birthday. Lubao is the home- 
After his ascension to the throne, he town of Ms Arroyo's late father, 
went to Switzerland to study and was former President Diosdado Maca- 
not formally crowned until four years pagal. 
later in May 1950, when he received the ^ Claudio said there was gloom, 
official royal name Rama the Ninth. pessimism and a lot of outrage in 

The grandeur of the title matches the Thailand before Thaksin an- 
reverence with which the Thai nounced that he would step 
monarch—an urbane man whoisalsoan down. “Such is not the case in the 
accomplished jazz saxophonist, compos- Philippines where there is far 
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upon him in June 1946. 


7 Unexpected 
evidence 
presented 
at Erap trial 


By Volt Contreras 
©) sed Nelson Flores 
47] OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
I| Estrada, apparently scrambling for 
solid evidence to supplement his 
routine blanket denials, yesterday 
resurrected literary giant Nick 
Joaquin as witness for his defense. 

In his third appearance in his 
Sandiganbayan trial, Estrada's 


PARALLEL LIVES? A pensive First Couple and their playful 
granddaughter Mikaela Gloria celebrate President Arroyo's birthday with 
a thanksgiving Mass atthe St. Augustine Parish Church. (Left) Empty 
victory in Thailand for PM Thaksin, who won in a snap election but quit. 


Poisoning shocks best, 
brightest in science school 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


POLICE HAVE FILED CHARGES OF FRUSTRAT- 
ed homicide against a male graduating student 
of the Philippine Science High School in Quezon 
City for allegedly pouring a toxic substance into 
someone's water jug in February. 


sented to the justices the rather 
unexpected piece of evidence and 
marked it as Exhibit 457. 

lt was the book "Joseph Estrada 
and Other Sketches" by the late 
Joaquin, a National Artist for Liter: 
ture who was also famous for 
portraits of various Philippine VIPs. 

Estrada said one of his first acts 


( |, counsel, Jose Plaminiano, pre- 
H 
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Highs and lows mark GMA's special day 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. Estrada was asked by reporters during 


a break in his Sandiganbayan trial if he 


‘The state-run PSHS is well-known as the 
breeding ground of the best and brightest in 
the sciences. 

A female student who drank from the jug 
more than an hour later was taken to hospital 
and had to undergo dialysis at the National 

POISONING A10 
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DEPOSED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA 
normally hasa knee-jerk put down reply to 
solicited comments about his supposed tor- 
mentor. 

ut on President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
59th birthday yesterday Estrada quickly 
did an about face. 


thought Ms Arroyo should follow the ex- 
ample of Thaksin Shinawatra, who had 
announced he was resigning as prime 
minister of Thailand over charges of cor- 
ruption and abuse of power. 
[hope so," was Estrada's swift reply. 
HIGHS AS 


as San Juan mayor was to order 
the municipal police chief to 
Inunch a crackdown on “jueteng” 
operations, an episode Joaquin 
mentioned in the piece titled “Erap 
inaNew Role,” 
UNEXPECTED/ AG 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Bicol ragion, Visayas and Mindanao wil exprance 
moy claudy ses wth scared ránshowers and thunderstorms 
Decoming mor frequent rains ove the easter sections of Visayas 
and Mindanao. The rest of te country wil e partly cloudy t at 


times cloudy wih slated rainshowars or thunderstorms. 
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Army captain in coup plot falls 


Villar says House 
stalled on budget 


By T] Burgonio 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


time it resumes sessions May 
15 after the Easter break, until 
itadjourns on June 10. 

"There's no way we will pass 
the budget as passed by the 
House,” he said, stressing that 
the Senate would thoroughly 
review the measure. 

“Tr stayed in the House for 
eight months, and they're giv- 
ing usonly a month to formally 
tackle this, and that includes 
the one week that it takes to 
print the bill,” he added. 

Villar said that even if the 
Senate worked double time 
and passed the budget before 
Congress adjourns on June 10, 
there would be a fierce debate 
and even a stalemate during 
the bicameral conference. 

Voting 147-17, the House 
passed on third and final read- 
ing Tuesday night, with a jubi- 
lant Speaker Jose de Venecia 
promptly directing House Sec- 
retary General — Roberto 
Nazareno to "personally deliv- 
er" the 1,057-page General Ap- 
propriations Act to the Senate. 


SENATOR MANUEL VILLAR 
accused the House of Repre- 
sentatives yesterday of deliber- 
ately waiting up to the last 
minute to pass the P1.040 tril- 
lion 2006 national budget, af- 
ter sitting on it for more than 
seven months, as a ploy to have 
the 2005 budget reenacted to 
bankroll the administration- 
backed Charter change. 

“It seems their plan is to 
have a reenacted budget until 
the new parliament is formed 
and that parliament will be the 
one to approve the budget for 
the year,” the chair of the Sen- 
ate committee on finance told 
reporters late yesterday. 

Unlike a regular budget which 
has allocations for specific pur- 
poses, a reenacted budget has no 
such specific provisions while au- 
tomatically adopting the previ- 
ous year's total budget. 

"They can freely use this bud- 
get for Cha-cha, for the plebiscite 
and for the initiative. All these 
can be easily funded [by a reen- 
acted budget]. Then the new 
parliament will approve the bud- 
get Villar stressed. 

After months of delay the 
House approved the budget 
measure at past 10 p.m. Tuesday 
and directed that the measure be 
transmitted to the Senate. The 
process of printing and transmis- 
sion usually takes about a week. 


Pump-priming economy 

"We expect this new budget, 
when ultimately signed into 
law by the President, to pump- 
prime the economy and help 
defeat poverty in the country,” 
said the Speaker. 

He said the increased alloca- 
tions for departments, agencies 
and all priority programs of the 
government could “create mil- 
lions of new jobs, build more 
classrooms and school build- 
ings, hospital and health ser- 
vices, irrigation systems, roads 
and bridges to facilitare effi- 
cient transport system through 
the country and increase social 
services for our people." 


No way it will pass 

Villar predicted that the Sen- 
ate would have a tough time 
passing the House measure, 
which adopted the Presidents 
proposed budget en toto, since 
it has only four weeks from the 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


INANINDICATION OFA 
continuing plot against 
President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the military has ar- 
rested an Army captain 
who was allegedly 
tasked to lead an assault 
on the Army headquar- 
ters as part of last 
month's aborted coup 


plot. 

Capt. Dante Langkit, a member 
of the elite First Scout Ranger Regi- 
ment who was last assigned in the 
Special Operations Commands 
[Socom] operations unit [G3], was 
actively recruiting officers for desta- 
bilization plots, said Army chief Lt. 
Gen, Hermogenes Esperon. 

“During the early part of this 
year, Langkit was already meeting 
‘several officers he had recruited 
and giving instructions to organize 
forces for what he alleged as the im- 
pending D-Day” Esperon said in a 
news conference yesterday. 

"Under Oplan Gemstone, 
Langkit was supposed to lead 
forces that would attack and take 
over the Philippine Army head- 
quarters,” added Esperon as he 
and AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Gen- 
eroso Senga made a show of pre- 
senting Langkit to the media. 

Langkit, who reportedly went 
absent without official leave 
[AWOL] on Jan. 17 when four 
Oakwood mutineers escaped 
from an Army detention facility, 
was arrested on April 2 outside 
Max's Restaurant along Quezon 
Avenue in Quezon City. 

Langkit did not appear defiant 
yesterday. Though handcuffed in 
the back and his arms locked with 
those of two military escorts, 
Langkit even managed to give a 
smile at fellow Army officials who 
avoided greeting him back. 

‘The trained Socom psy-war opera- 
tive was allowed to put ona gray but- 
tondown shirt over the orange "Army 
Detainee” shirt he was wearing. 


Senga. 


According to Esperon, they 
seized from Langkit a computer 
flash disk containing documents 
about "Oplan Gemstone,” nine 
cellular phones, thousands of pe- 
sos worth of prepaid cellcards 
and cash amounting to P81,300. 
“He remains somehow defiant 
[during interrogation] bur the 
contents of the cellphones and 
the documents we recovered 
from the flash disk indicate that 
he is active {in recruiting]. He 
even claimed in a TV interview 
that he continues with recruit 
ment activities,” said Esperon, re- 
ferring to GMA-7's interview last 
week with .a ‘military officer 
whose face was not shown. 


D-Day preempted 

He admitted they have no idea 
how many officers and soldiers 
Langkit was able to recruit, but 
said one company commander in 
Central Luzon would testify that 
Langkit tried to recruit him. 

Esperon also admitted they 
have not found out the D-Day for 
the supposed attack on Fort Boni- 
facio, but he believed they have 
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CAPT, LANGKIT smiles behind AFP chief of staff Gen. Generoso 
EREU. SARMIENTO 


the operational plans 


who were 


hatched by military rebels to unseat 
Ms Arroyo, was the brainchild of 
the group Para sa Bayan [PSB] that 
is linked to sacked Scout Rangers 
chief Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim. 

Esperon said Oplan Gemstone is 
distinct from Oplan Hackle suppos- 
edly hatched by the Makabayang 
Kawal Pilipino more popularly 
known as the Magdalo Group, al- 
though the two operational plans in- 
volve more or less the same forces. 

Citing intelligence reports, Es- 
peron claimed Langkit was part of 
attempts to reorganize the Magdalo 
Group after the failed July 2003 
Oakwood mutiny. At the same time, 
he was active in the PSB. 

Langkit, however, is not among 
the 20 Army officers led by Lim 
recommended for 
court-martial for plotting to oust 
Ms Arroyo last Feb. 24. 

A contingent from the Marines 
led by Col. Ariel Querubin who were 
implicated in the planned withdraw- 
al of support have so far not been 
recommended for court-martial. 


Ms Arroyo placed the country 
under a state of emergency from 
Feb. 24 to March 3 due to an al- 
leged conspiracy between mili- 
tary and communist rebels to top- 
pl her government. 

Senga did not reply to questions 
if Langkits arrest showed a new 
coup plot against Ms Arroyo exists. 

"Before we speculate we should 
wait for the conclusion of the in- 
vestigation because any specula- 
tion at this point would just resule 
to different impressions and con- 
lusions and: this might not be 
good forall of us,” Senga said. 

‘When Senga refused to answer 
whether Langkit's group was a se- 
curity threat, Esperon interjected: 
“But I hope you recognize that the 
apprehension of Captain Langkit 
means a lot. It tells you a lot.” 

Langkit is a member of the 
Philippine Military Academy Class 
'95 that includes alleged core 
leaders of the Oakwood siege. He 
was cleared of any involvement in 
the mutiny since he was not at the 
Oakwood Ayala Premier. 


successfully preempted the plan. 
Oplan Gemstone, the latest of 


Last assignment 

He was even assigned with the 
Socom operations unit {G-3] 
while Esperon was the chief of So- 
com, his last assignment before he 
became Army chief last August. 

Esperon did not explain why 
Langkit was taken back into So- 
com despite accusations he was 
involved in coup plots. 

Esperon said they received re- 
ports that Langkit met with the four 
escapees, Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza 
and ls, Lawrence San Juan, Sonny 
Sarmiento and Patricio Bumidang Jr. 
shortly after their escape. 

San Juan, who was part of the 
elite anti-terrorist Light Reaction 
Company [LRC], was captured 
last Feb. 21. Officials later said 
they have recovered a flash disk 
containing documents about “Fi- 
nal Talk 2" detailing an alleged 
agreement between military and 
communist rebels to bring down 
the Arroyo administration. 

‘Two other officers linked to the 
Magdalo mutiny, 2Lts. Aldrin Bal- 
donado and Angelbert Gay also 
went AWOL shortly after Jan. 17. 


supposedly 


Survey says Pinoys still 
prefer presidential form 


DESPITE THE REPORTED THOUSANDS OF 
signatures affixed to an ongoing signature 
campaign in support of a petition pushing for 
a shift to a parliamentary system of govern- 
ment, a recent survey by Pulse Asia showed 
that majority of Filipinos continue to favor re 
taining the present presidential and unitary 
system. 

‘About one in two (54 percent) Filipinos, or 
26 million Filipino adults are not in favor of 
‘changing the country's presidential form of 
government to a parliamentary one. Thirty- 
three percent are in favor while 13 percent 
are still undecided 

The percentage of Filipinos who favored a 
shift to parliamentary system rose by 7 per- 
centage points from 26 percent in the previ- 
ous nationwide survey on Charter change in 
October 2005. 

The latest survey found that public senti- 
ment on this issue was generally constant 
across the country's geographic areas and so- 
cio-economie classes. 

The ongoing signature campaign, en- 
dorsed by President Macapagal-Arroyo her- 


GMA vows more 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Nroman Bordadora 


IN AN APPARENT BID TO ENSURE SUPPORT 
for the people's initiative to amend the Con- 
stitution, President Macapagal-Arroyo yester- 
day promised that local government units 
would have wider powers under a parliamen- 
tary form of government. 

Ms Arroyo, who has advocated a parliament 
‘government, said among the benefis of having a 
new Constitution once Charter change is achieved 
include speedier action on the laws to be made by 
a united Congress and executive branch. 

"The implementation of laws would also be 
faster and the powers of our local govern- 
ments would be wider which should be the 
case,” the President said. 

Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Constantino Ja- 
raula, chair of the House committee on con- 
stiutional amendments, told the INQUIRER 
that with the needed signatures expected this 
week, a formal petition may be filed before 
the Commission on Elections next week. 


self, contains the proposition: “Do you ap- 
prove of the amendments of Article 6 and 7 of. 
the 1987 Constitution changing the form of 
government from the present bicameral-pres- 
idential to a unicameral-parliamentary sys- 
tem of government in order to achieve greater. 
efficiency, simplicity and economy in govern- 
ment; and providing an Article 18 as Transito- 
1y Provisions for the orderly shift from one 
system to another?" 

The survey also showed that 55 percent of 
Filipinos would not support a change to a fed- 
eral system of government. In Mindanao, 
where there is reportedly a clamor for a feder- 
al government, the majority (52 percent) is 
not in favor of a federal system. 

Majority of Filipinos (64 to 76 percent) also 
had little/almost none/no knowledge at all of 
the 1987 Constitution, the survey found. 

‘The Pulse Asia survey was conducted from 
Feb. 18 to March 4, using face-to-face field in- 
terviews with 1,200 respondents 18 years old 
and above using a multistage probability sam- 
pling with +3 percent error margin. Kate Pe- 
droso, PDI Research 


powers to LGUs 


He expeas that after a month of signature verifi- 
cation in the middle of May, the Comelec may al- 
ready schedule a plebiscite in late June or early July. 

Jaraula expects the people's initiative to be 
questioned before the Comelec either when it 
starts to verify the signatures or when it 
schedules the plebiscite. 

“We have reports that we have already 
reached 10 million signatures. With this over- 
‘whelming support, why must we bother with 
legal technicalities,” House Majority Prospero 
Nograles said, 

House Minority Leader Francis Escudero of 
‘Sorsogon said thatthe opposition will question 
the peoples initiative before the Supreme 
Court because of the lack of an enabling law. 

But President Macapagal-Arroyo's counsel 
for election matters Romulo Macalintal yes- 
terday said Republic Act No. 6735 or the Ini- 
tiative and Referendum Act remained a valid 
law even if it was declared to be inadequate 
for amending the Charter through people's 
initiative by the Supreme Court in 1997. With 
areport from Jerome Aning 


THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 206 is | ' ^ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


venite 


CHEd warns failing medical schools to shape up or face closure 


By Alcuin Papa. the passing rates oftheir graduates passing rate in the medical board medical schools in the provinces fate of 24 nursing schools which for the "intensive screening of 


inthe board exam or face closure. exams in the past few years was and deteriorating quality of edu- were recently ordered closed. teachers for medical schools. “We 
THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER According to recent statistics between 54to 56 percent. cation in these schools. Catherine Castañeda of the have mobilized teams to evaluate 


Toon (CHEd) haswamed med- from the Professional Regula- The PRC blamed the low pass- Hence, the CHEd urged medical CHEd's office for programs and nursing and medical schools on a 
Teal schools to take steps to improve tions Commission (PRC), the ing rate on the proliferation of schoolstoshapeuporfacethesame standards, said there was a need regular basis,” she said. 
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A 
Critics fear crackdown with antiterror bill. 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


definition inevitably gives the group of persons... to incite istration. This practically bans ments, members of party-list antiterror law,” Cuenco said, 
‘Arroyo regime the power to others to the execution of any any form of oppositio in this groups asked that the period “While we await the action of 
identify individuals as terror- acts specified (in this Act) by country," Maza added. within which a suspected ter- the Senate to do its part on the: 
PROVISIONS PENALIZING ACTS ists” even if they are engaged in means of speeches, proclama- Failure to disclose alleged rorist may be held without measure, I would like to reaf- 
that allegedly incite and facilitate peaceful activities such as tions, writings... tending to in- terrorist acts is punishable bya charges be reduced from three firm the unremitting comimit- 
terrorism or the failure todisclose demonstrations and rallies. cite others to terrorism.” maximum of 12 years in prison days as proposed to just 36 ment of this administration to 
acts of alleged terrorism are the The bill, which passed the Inciting terrorism is punish- and a fine of P50,000 to hours. The amendment was end the cycle of terror and con- 
major features of the Anti-Terror House of Representatives Tues- able by six to 12 years in prison P100,000. voted down. strict terror cells through all av- 
Bill that make militant groups day night, still has to go and a penalty of P2.5 million. “A provision of the proposed Despite allegations from mil- enues of political action, law 
fear it would be used to crack through the Senate before Acts of terrorism carry a maxi- legislation which punishes itant groups that the antiterror enforcement and international 
down on the administration's President Macapagal-Arroyo mum penalty of life in prison those who fail to disclose bill would curtail basic free- cooperation," Ms Arroyo said in 
foes once itis signed intolaw. can sign it into law, but she and fines ranging from P2.5 knowledge of any acts ofterrot- doms, the sponsor of the bill, statement. 

"The terror bill which pur- welcomed it nonetheless as a million to P5 million, not PS ism can be used against mem- Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, Saying that world was 
portedly targets acts of terror. move that took the govern- milliontoP10 million asearlier bers of the media who will in said it was necessary under the watching the country's efforts 
ism, trains its guns on legitimate ment fight against terrorisma reported. turn be compelled to reveal all circumstances. to fight terror, Ms Arroyo laud- 
expressions of dissent,” said step higher..” “With the terror bill, things their sources and thus impedes “We should not wait for big- ed the House "for taking a bold 
Gabriela party-list Rep. Liza The bill's provision on incit-, are bound to get worse for the delivery of news and infor- ger and deadlier terror attacks and ambitious stand in the in- 
Maza, “Its deliberately over- ing terrorism reads: “It shall be those who choose to voice out mation,” Maza said. to convince us of the immedia- terest of national and global 
broad, superfluous and vague unlawful for any person or opinionscontrarytotheadmin- During the period of amend- cy and indispensability of an 


I N YERSON 
DEX TER TITO 


Q.. TUALLA 
Ath: Placer, 2005 e 


JULYN $- AMBITO 
7 "ROHBERT A. AMBROS: 
ke (JOHN A. APATAN d 
MYRA B. APDUHAN ^" 
EDGAR FELICIANO D. "ARINGAY' : 
MARIO F: BAUTISTA, 
DSEPH JERRY B, BANARES, Jf 
SSESINIO N. BELEN, JR. 
BBY L. BILLOTE 5 ^ 
NALD F: COLLADO, 


JLLOYD ALLAIN A: CUDAL: +" 
enpo Gx, CUNANAN 


JAMIE-LYN D. JAMIAS-GARCIA. j. 
NEPOMUCENO A. LEANO Ihre! 2. 
RAMON B;LORENZO * “i 
“LCLEMENTE B. MACAPUGAS . 
MA. JULPHA P:.MANINGAS- 
DAVID A. MAPALA 
3. YASMIN SORAYA A. MASUKAT- 
MELISA I: MERCADO, 
' ALEMAR I. MOSQUITO. 
EMILIO C. PANGILINAN 
JAYBE D; QUIÑONES 


H RONILA:C; ROXAS”. 


NRIQUE C. SELDA 
EDUARDO C» SOLANGON, JR. * 


lA: NYERSON DEXTER TITO Q; TUALLA 


HARDEE B. VILLARUEL Ill 


From the Board, Faculty, Students and Staff of — 


THE MANUEL L. QUEZON UNIVERSITY 


(GS CONCORDE 


TRANS: 


APRIL 26-30, 2006 MEGATRADE HALL, STH LEVEL. BLDG B. Å MEGAMALL. MANDALUYONG CITY 


BIR, Customs hike 
1st quarter collection 


By Alcuin Papa and Leila B. Salaverria 


THE GOVERNMENTS MAJOR REVENUE 
generating agencies yesterday boasted that 
they surpassed their respective revenue tar- 
gets forthe first quarter of the year. 

"The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) said 
it had already exceeded its revenue target for 
the first quarter of this year by P3 billion. 

On the other hand, the Bureau of Customs 
generated total collections of P42.277 billion 
in the first quarter, P3.654 billion, or 9.5 per- 
cent higher than its P38.623 billion target for 
the period, 

The 2006 first quarter collection of Cus- 
toms is also P35.7 percent higher than the bu- 
eau's collection in the same period last year, 
which stood at P31.166 billion. 

BIR Assistant Commissioner Lucita Ro- 
driguez said the bureau was on track to meet 
its revenue target of P675 billion for this year. 

“Hopefully, we will reach our target. We 
need to meet our target and we are on track,” 
she said. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales, 
who is in China attending the general assem- 
bly of the World Customs Organization, said 


Corrections 


IN THE APRIL 4 issue, a photo caption 
on Page A22 misstated the name of Fil 
ipino football player. His name is Andres 
Crisanto Gonzales—not Andres Cris- 
tiano. 
IN YESTERDAYS issue, a story on Page 
A22—"Manila beats rest, lifts number 
coding”—misstated that Toby Tiangco is 
the mayor of Malabon City. The mayor of 
Malabon City is Canuto Oreta while To- 
by Tiangco is the mayor of Navotas. 
Readers may send their requests for correc- 
cin of factual errs in wring io the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquire, PDI Building 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Str 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; email 
addres: daydesk@inguirercom ph 
Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
rS advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
fate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


ina statement that the bureau was on its way 
to meeting its target collection. 

‘The BOC is tasked to collect P192 billion 
for 2006. 

"P192. billion in collections this year is a 
tough target, but we are getting there," he said. 

Rodriguez told a media forum in Green- 
hills, San Juan yesterday that for the month of 
April, they expect to collect P75 billion. 

The last day for filing of income tax returns 
for private employees is April 17. “We call on 
everyone to file their returns as soon as they 
can and pay the correct taxes,” she said. 

In January, Rodriguez said they missed 
their target “by a few millions” at P49 billion, 
but met the target for February at P41 billion 
and March at P42.6 billion, 

“By the time we reach the sixth month, we 
should be above 50 percent of our target,” Ro- 
driguez said. 

She attributed their success in tax collection 
to help from the public and private sector on in- 
formation dissemination, their e-services (elec- 
tronic services), the new Value Added Tax law 
and their new tax mapping scheme. 

“With the new tax mapping scheme, it will al- 
low us to see additional sources of income like 
previous nonregistrants,” Rodriguez said. 

Another factor helping improve tax collec- 
tion, Rodriguez revealed, is the new attrition 
law where employees are given bonuses 
when they meet their target. 

Income tax stil takes the biggest piece of the 
revenue pie, followed by VAT and excise taxes, 

‘The BOC met and exceeded all its targets 
from January to March, but the biggest sur- 
plus revenue was recorded in March. 

Based on preliminary data, collection in 
March has reached P16.711 billion, 17.2 per- 
cent higher than the target collection of 
P14.258 billion. 

The surplus collection for January was 
P898 million, or 7.4 percent higher than its 
12.083 billion target. 

For February, the bureau exceeded its col- 
lection by P303 million, or 2.5 percent of its 
912.282 billion target. 


THe Daily 


Thursday, April 6, 2006 
Sth Week of Lent. 

Ist Reading: Gen 17:3-9 

Gospel: John 8:51-59 

Jesus said to the Jews, “Truly, I say to you, 
ifanyone keeps my word, he will never expe- 
rience death.” The Jews replied, “Now we 
know that you have a demon. Abraham died 
and the prophets as well, but you say: "Who- 
ever keeps my word will never experience 
death.’ Who do you claim to be? Do you claim 
to be greater than our father Abraham, who 
died? And the prophets also died." 

Then Jesus said, "Ifl were to praise myself, 
it would count for nothing. But he who gives 
glory to me is the Father, the very one you 
claim as your God, although you don't know 
him, 1 know him and if I were to say that I 
don'tknow him, Lwould be a liar like you. But 
Tknow him and keep his word. 

As for Abraham, your ancestor, he looked 
forward to the day when I would come; and 
he rejoiced when he saw it." 

‘The Jews then said to him, "You are not yet 
fifty years old and you have seen Abraham?" 
‘And Jesus said “Truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” They then picked up 
stones to throw ar him, but Jesus hid himself 
and left the Temple, 

‘Commentary 

Gad made a covenant with Abraham for fur 
ture generations and when they kept the 
covenant they were truly the children of Abra- 
ham, and God was their God. Jesus claims to be 
the child of God, and if we are true to Jesus" 
Word, then we will not know death; we will be 
a covenant greater than Abrahami with God. 
Jesus accuses those who reject him as not being 
the children of Abraham and declares that he is 
of God, that he is 1 AM, and they respond vi- 
ciously, intending to stone him to death in rage 
and sefrighteousness. 

Who do we reject? What truth about other 
children of God do we refuse to hear and what. 

children of God do we destroy mercilessly, self- 
righteously? E 

Claretian Publications inc, 8 Mayumi Sc: UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon Cio, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; a: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
mail cegelaretorg; Websites: qg//!ww bible, 
elare org (Ciaretian lento ne} rmi 
Slonartesclarearg (Clareians in the Philippines) 
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DPWH braces u- READY FOR OCCUPANCY} 
for travel rush ; y 15% DOWNPAYMENT 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


IN ANTICIPATION OF THE RUSH OF TRAVE- 
lers during the Holy Week, officials of the De- 
partment of Public Works and Highways have 
‘been directed to ensure that motorists would 
have a smooth ride. 


Tra Maach 30 memorandum, Publie Works} P. Po athedta Heicurs 


Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr ordered the |") A E 


S MS remota detur and det d j E, : pes TOWNHOUSES 


engineers to install directional signs and to put 


clear road markings on all national thorough- r 1 E STA, IGNACIANA ST., NEW MANILA, QUEZON CITY 
fares to make id safer. 


Heal i Officials to patch up pot- i (ADJACENT TO ST. LUKE'S MEDICAL CENTER) 


all national roads and 


Book a SuperLite Personal Loan now and 
get a chance to be ono of the BÜ ily v 
emp 


gra, Bulacan, Batangas, San Femando (Pampanga), Call 631-8000 
MED only 2008 or 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toli Free) 
igi Series of 2006, er visit any of our BDO or BDO On-site branches. 
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i (02) 919-8888" for Luzon, (032) 410-8888"* for Visayas and Mindanao or 171 Toll-free from any Globelines landline or payphone. You can also visit www.giobelines.com ph i 
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5 scholars 


By Volt Contreras 


THE FIVE YOUNG MEN WHO CAME 
yesterday to the Sandiganbayan 
could easily make Exhibit À for the 
defense in the case against ousted 
President Joseph Estrada. 

But the court obviously wasn't 
even aware they existed. 

They also didn't know each other 
although they were linked together 
through the Erap Foundation Inc—a 
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charity outfit chaired by Estrada. 

‘The five came to show support for 
the embattled movie star-turned politi- 
cian who had taken the witness stand 
in his own defense in the Sandigan- 
bayan trial in what could be the most 
challenging performance of his life. 


Godfather to the poor 

For these EFI beneficiaries, including 
a teenage boy who had competed in 
math contests abroad, Estrada was 


"godfather"—not to gambling lords, 
but to the hundreds of graduates from 
poor families around the country. 

Proudly wearing EFI stickers on 
their shirts, they sat quiedly through 
the proceedings to watch their patron 
dispute charges that he pocketed mil- 
lions of pesos in “jueteng” (illegal 
numbers racket) payola. 

Part of the payoffs was allegedly 
stashed away in another scholarship 
arm in his name, the “Erap Muslim 
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2005 Bar Examinations 


JOHNSON A.H. ONG 


10th PLACE 


FEU's Passing Percentage (first-time examinees) — 59.09% 
National Passing Percentage — 27.22% 


ANDINO, MA. VANESSA A. 
APOSTOL, JINKY M. 

ARADA, MICHAEL M. 
AREVALO, CZARINA B. 
BACHILLER, CHRISTIAN TRACY B. 
BANTA, LUCY KRISTI F. 
BERNARDO, VANESSA F. 
BONAVENTE, RAMMEL L. 
CAWAUNG, RYAN C. 
CHAVEL JR., FERNANDO P. 
CO, AKIA A. 

CORBE, REMALIE C. 
CORDERO, CYNTHIA P. 

DE GUZMAN, REBECCA R. 

DE GUZMAN, RUEL ULYSSES E. 


FIGURACION, JOSELITO F. 
FORTALEZA, ERIC S. 
GABATINO, ERIC C. 
GOPELA, RALPH ERNEST M. 
HERNANDEZ, MAR JOSEPH M. 
ISMAEL, SHERILYN F. 

LAQUI, MARITA IRIS B. 

LUNA, REINER C. 

MARCOS, JETRON MIKE C. 
MARTINEZ JR.. RICARDO T. 
MAULEON, MARIO M. 

NAME, ANGELITA R. 

ONG, JOHNSON A.H. 
PABLO, GOLDA J. 
PAGLINAWAN, HERMIS B. 


PALISOC, JESSICA P. 

PIMENTEL, MICHAEL P. 

REYES, SHERWIN V. 

RIVERA JR., PRISCO S. 
RIVERA-GILERA, MA. VICTORIA C. 
SAMONTE-SAPLALA, CZARINA E. 
SANTIAGO, ANGELO L. 
SERRANO, RANDY G. 

SUALOG, CYRUS VICTOR T. 
TEMONES, ALLAN P. 
UY-MARPURI, MA. MILAGROS G. 
VASQUEZ, DOROTHY D. 
VELASCO, JAN KENDRICK Z. 
VENTAYEN, GEORGE F. 
YAMSUAN, GLENNARIES M. 


Entrance exams for schoo! year 2006-2007: April 8 & 29; May 13 & 27 - Enrolment starts April 24, 2006. 
We offer both the LLB and the MBA-JD programs. We also offer a Study All You Con [SAYC) program 
Tor law students and nor-lawyers. Full and partial scholarships for honor students available, 

For inquiries, please call: 735-5640 or 735-5621 loc. 240 


summer sale <z 


Gear up for the much awaited furniture sale this summer. Immediately 
avail of the 20% discount on new arrivals, and up to 80% OFF on 
great imported furniture selections. So what are you waiting for? 
Catch the fever before its too late! 


www.feu.edu.ph 


up to 80% off 


on great selections 


overje hundred furniture to choose from, great new arrivals on display 


rosewood furniture » bed + dining table + couch + sofa set + king size bed + queen size bed 


ma e 


Office Hours: Extended until 8:00pm on Friday to Sunday 


4619 G. Araneta Ave. Cor. Sgt. Rivera St., Quezon City / Telephone Number : 41 


show support for Erap at trial 


Youth Foundation.” 

‘The EFI was set up in 1998, when Estrada was 
stil a senator, ahead of the more controversial 
EMYF whose initial funds amounting to P200 
million had been ordered frozen by the court. 

“Ibrought them here to show our sympathy 
(for Estrada) and prove that his foundations 
have real scholars and were not used for mon- 
ey laundering,” said Carmencita Ancheta, the 
EFI director since 2003. 

Ancheta was referring to Kevin Yambao, 
13, of Tipas, Taguig; Ronnie Alonzo, 26, of Pa- 
gadian City; Anthony Cubero, 25, of Davao 
City; Denver Torres, 22, of Tayug, Pangasi- 
nan; and Ferdinand Casao, 27, of Estrada's 
hometown San Juan. 

Yambao and Torres are still studying while the 
rest have finished college. Alonzo earned a de- 
gree in civil engineering; Cubero, aeronautical 
engineering, and Casao, banking and finance. 


6,000 beneficiaries 

The scholars didn’t know each other until 
they met for the first time yesterday at the 
courtroom, she said. 

EFI has supported the studies of around 
6,000 youths nationwide, of whom 2,512 
have finished a four-year course. Majority 
studied to become teachers, although they al- 
so included engineering, accounting and 
commerce graduates. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006 
g 


Scholars receive P1,000 to P2,000 in al- 
lowances per semester, usually for their text- 
books, Ancheta explained. Applicants should 
be in the top 20 of their class and have main- 
tained an average grade of 85 to qualify. 

When Estrada was still in office, EFI funds 
were mainly proceeds from a Valentine Dance 
held yearly at the Manila Hotel and from the 
Erap Golf Cup, she said. Such fund raisers, 
however, were discontinued after “our chair- 
man” was ousted and detained. 

‘Asked how the EFI had been raising money 
since, Ancheta could not immediately name a 
particular major donor but conceded that the 
foundation had now become more “selective” 
in picking scholars because of limited funds. 


Math wizard 

Fortunate to be selected was Yambao, cur- 
rently a freshman excelling in math at the 
Sen. Renato Cayetano Memorial Science and 
“Technology High School in Taguig. He bagged 
an EFI scholarship last year after his mother 
Teresita called up a radio station to appeal to 
donors who could fand Kevin's trip to India, 
where he was to compete in an international 
math competition. 

The foundation responded and not only 
sponsored Kevin's trip (he placed third in the. 
Contest) but went on to support his high 
school studies. 


Unexpected evidence 
presented at Erap's trial 


From page Al 


The day after he issued that order, "our jail 
which was too small became a ‘Standing 
Room Only [affair because the arrested 
jueteng collectors and runners numbered 
around 60, he said. 

The mothers and children of the detained 
men would crowd his office the next day, "cry- 
ing and begging” that their breadwinners be 
released. 


Pity them 

It was then that he “took pity at them,” es- 
pecially when the wives bemoaned the lack of 
jobs available to their husbands. The women 
said their spouses were willing to work even 
as the town’s garbage collectors just to feed 
their children or send them to school, Estrada 
added. 

"Nick Joaquin—who lived in San Juan—is 
a national artist who would not write some- 
thing thatis not true,” the ex-President said. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-lgnacio 
butted in an objection, saying that remark 
from Estrada already amounted to an "opin- 
ion" that was uncalled for. 

“Nick Joaquin is more noted for fiction 
writing,” the government lawyer said, draw- 
ing chuckles from the courtroom spectators. 

in disputing allegations in the P4-billion 
plunder charges against him, Estrada also said 
that during his politcal career, he had worked 
to have the numbers “legalized.” He said this 
would raise charity funds for the poor and final- 
ly give “dignity” to the thousands jueteng oper- 
ators had employed underground. 

the resumption by Flaminiano of Estra- 
da's direct examination, the ousted President 
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responded with his familiar, blanket denials 
of the charges against him. 


Ali lies 

"These are all lies. I did not receive a single 
centavo from jueteng and I never consented to 
jueteng ever since the time I was mayor," he told 
the jampacked court, speaking in Filipino. 

This was when Flaminiano read out a por- 
tion of the charge sheet stating that Estrada, 
as then President, “collected directly or indi- 
rectly P545 million in the form of gifts, shares, 
percentage and kickbacks and other forms of 
pecuniary benefits in consideration or protec- 
tion of illegal gambling." 

“I never conspired with anybody, especially 
with jueteng lords," he sai. 

Estrada said “my policy did not change 
against all forms of illegal gambling" when he 
became a senator. 

But this time, “I felt the need to provide 
them (jueteng collectors, runners) jobs which 
the government had failed to give.” 


Double standard 

There is a "double standard of justice” 
when gambling is legal for the rich who can 
afford to play in casinos but illegal for the 
poor who are subjected to “harassment and 
extortion,” Estrada said. 

At the Senate, his “first privilege speech” 
was about the merits of legalizing jueteng, he 
said. At the time, he said, jueteng bet collec- 
tions reached P9 million in Metro Manila and 
P3 million in Central Luzon “daily” or a total 
of"P360 million monthly" 

In that speech, he added, he also recalled 
that even former President Fidel Ramos, when. 
he still headed the Philippine Constabulary un- 
der the Marcos regime, “recommended” the le- 
galization of jueteng to the Batasang Pambansa 
but drew opposition from “moralists.” 

Estrada noted that when he became Vice 
President, Ramos appointed him chief of the 
Presidential Anti-Crime Commission whose 
mandate was mainly focused on kidnapping, 
car theft and illegal drugs. “Unfortunately, 
jueteng was not one of them,” he said. 

His drive to legalize jueteng took on a new 
life early in his presidency, when he asked his. 
appointed chair of the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office, former Justice Cecilia 
Muñoz Palma, to do a “study” on that proposal. 


Bigger rally on Erap’s birthday 

Currently kept under house arrest at his Tanay 
rest house, Estrada will resume his testimony af- 
ter the court breaks for Easter next week. 

Plunder is punishable by death through 
lethal injection although this is unlikely to be 
carried out in the case of Estrada if he is con- 
victed. Malacañang has initiated talks with 
the ousted President, fearing a backlash from 
his impoverished followers. 

Outside the St. Peter Parish on Common- 
wealth Avenue, near the Sandiganbayan, about 
300 supporters held their usual rally demand- 
ing that Estrada be released. intermission num- 
bers featured hip hop dancers and karaoke 
singers, Sandwiches were distributed. 

The ralliers vowed a bigger show when 
Estrada again takes the stand on April 19, 
which is his 69th birthday. With reports from 
DJ Yap and Melissa de Quiros 


EZ2 
5; M 


SUERTRES 
t 8543) ay 
FOUR DIGIT 

23 +83 y 
(Results above in exact order) 


MEGALOTTO 6/45 


P47,220,120.00 


"THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006 


By T] Burgonio 


‘THE SENATE HAS RECOMMENDED THE FIL- 
ing of charges against the policemen and gov- 
ernment agents who arrested UP Professor 
Randy David, Akbayan president Ronald Lla- 
mas and Bayari Muna party-list Rep. Crispin 
Beltran and banned rallies at the height of the 
state of national emergency. 

‘Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan, 
chair of the sub-committee of the committee 
on justice and human rights, recommended 
the filing of criminal, civil and administrative 
charges against the policemen who carried 
out the illegal arrests and dispersed and 
banned rallies during the emergency state. 

"Wecannot allow such acts to go unpunished 
coming as it does with the pronouncement by 
no less than the President herself, immediately 
after the lifting ofthe state of national emergen- 
cy that she is willing to reimpose a state of na- 
tional emergency should the same become nec- 
essary” he said in the committee report. 

“The immediate filing of charges against 
these erring police officers is necessary if we 
are to prevent a repeat of these acts found to 
be a reckless disregard of our laws and the 
Constitution,” he added. 

‘The subcommittee conducted a hearing on 
the arrest of David, Llamas, Beltran, retired 
Gen. Ramon Montafio and the banning of ral- 
lies on March 13 after senators filed a resolu- 
tion condemning these illegal acts carried out 
in compliance with Proclamation No. 1017, 
‘which laid the basis for the state of emergency. 

David and Llamas were invited for question- 
ing by the police while marching on Edsa to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the 1986 people's 
revolt on Feb. 24, hauled off to the prosecutor's 
office and charged with violation of Batas Pam- 
bansa 880 or the Public Assembly Act, before 
being released for further investigation. 

That same day, the President issued PP 
1017 and placed the country under a state of 
emergency after the military allegedly uncov- 
ered a plot by elite AFP and police units plan- 
ning to join protest rallies and withdraw sup- 
port from the President. 

The following day, agents of the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group invited for 
questioning Beltran while he was about to 
eave his home in Del Monte City, Bulacan, us- 
ing an October 1985 warrant for a case of in- 
citing to rebellion as basis. 

The police tried to arrest Bayan Muna Rep. 
Satur Ocampo and other party-list representa- 
tives at the Sulo Hotel in Quezon City that same 
day but were able to elude them. On that day, the 
police invited to Camp Crame retired Gen. Ra- 
mon Montaño who was playing golfin Cavite. 

In his report, Pangilinan said that being 
neither a suspension of the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus nor a declaration of 
martial law, PP 1017 could not be used to jus- 
tify acts such as warrant-less arrests and 
seizures, ban on public assemblies and the im- 
position of curfew, takeover of media and 
press censorship, and hamletting. 


Group slams 
Meralco offer 


By Alcuin Papa. 


ITS MAKING A MOCKERY OF THE ENERGY 
Regulatory Commission (ERC) and is mis- 
leading to the public. 

This was the reaction of a power consumer. 
advocate group to a letter sent by the Manila. 
Electric Co. (Meralco) in which the company 
said it was allowing other power producers to 
supply the electricity requirements of its large 
industrial and commercial customers who 
consume at least 1 megawatt (MW) a month. 

Pete Ilagan, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Electricity Consumers for Reform, 
told a media forum in San Juan yesterday that 
the letter should have been sent to the ERC 
rather than Malacafiang. 

"The letter is making a mockery of the ERC 
and its existence as a regulator. Malacañang 
has no authority to decide on the issue of 
competition. It is the height of arrogance on 
the part of Meralco not to recognize the au- 
thority of the ERC. I pity the ERC. It has the 
sole authority of regulating the industry. Yet 
the letter was sent to the Palace,” Ilagan said. 

He added that the letter is also “misleading” 
the public since the competition in the industry 
has yet to be determined by the law since two 
out of the five conditions for power industry 
competition have yet to be met. "Competition. 
in the industry hasn't even started yet.” 

‘The two conditions are the 70 percent pri- 
vatization of Napocor assets in Luzon and 
Visayas, and the appointment of an indepen- 
dent power producer administrator. 
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5 senators launch Gloria resign movement 


From page Al 


T land's beloved monarch, Bhumi- executive," Biazon said. 
“All of the senators will agree to KANA | bol Adulyadej, who is believed to — "We are looking at cheating in 
the proposal that GMA should re- HINDI have played a key role in the pre- the election. We are looking at 
‘sign so that we would have ‘snap’ :  mier's decision. Northrail overpricing. We are 
elections. Its an appeal to her con- s 5 “Conditions are largely the looking at the fertilizer fund 
science, if she still has one, that she same if you seek and demand [scam]. We are looking at the 
should’ resign for peace in the P. standards of accountability legit- Marcos money utilization, etc. 
country” Pimentel said, imacy" said Acosta, who is mar- ad infinitum,” he said, adding: 
“The nation is paralyzed by a ried to a Thai professor actively “There seems to be a difference 
paranoid President, who sees noth- engaged in “people power ac- in the standards of legality, of 
ing but the interest of her minions. [i tions” in Thailand. morality, decency deli- 
This is our symbolic start of the na- “Unfortunately forus,wedon't cadeza—name it. Maybe Thaksin 
tionwide campaign of the Gloria have a constitutional monarchy has higher standards.” 
Resign movement,” he said. thatis revered as itis in Thailand. |. A 
CAS j Sothe king spoke to Prime Minis- Birthday greetings 
ul r 


à ter Thaksin yesterday, and that — Expectedly the House minority 
Pimentel said the President THAKSIN-INSPIRED SENATE: Senators Nene Pimentel, Frank Drilon, Jamby Madrigal, Ping Lacson and was believed to be the tipping also let the President have it. 
should have heeded publicclam- Jinggoy Estrada together with Senate employees launch the GMA Resign movement on Wednesday. roarwecaio point for him..." Acosta said- Minority Leader Francis Escud- 
or and resigned ahead of Roxas echoed this view, saying: ero said Ms Arroyo, who stood as 
‘Thaksin, in line with the Philip- after them. January .2001 “People Power" adding: “There are many similarities, but godmother at his wedding, 
pines’ reputation as the most "That's all right,” he said. "We that put her in Malacafiang. “You do not [need] Charter there are also many dissimilari- should learn lessons from the 
democratic country in Southeast are daring the government todo m; change. Itis already in the Consti- ties. The single dissimilarity isthe past so that the interest of the na- 
Asia. its worst. What they want to do Discernment tution. And then it is peaceful. presence of their king in Thailand tion would prevail over hers. 
iy was hoping that she would they should do, We will also do Said Lacson: “When another And also, if we are really minded that exerts a moderating infu. | He also said his birthday greet- 
do Thaksin better by resigning what we have to do.” year is added to the life of a per- to do it, by July we will have ence, or establishes a righteous ing to his ninang was truth, jus- 
earlier, but now Thaksin put one ^ son, she should [start to] be dis- new President because the duty act forall to follow.” tice, freedom and peace. 
over her, in a manner of speak- United senators cerming. This is the day that our of the acting President (Drion Acosta pointed out that a Rep. Crispin Beltran of the par- 
ing,” Pimentel said. Clad in a barong Tagalog and beloved President should reflect being third in the line of succes- strong middle class and an in- tydist group Anakpawis was 
g, Pimentel said because we joined by his wife Mila, Drilon and think not just about Gloria sion) will be to preside over and creasingly activist academe. de- more forthright in saying that “if 
are de Ne d democratic country told the erowd of more than 100 and company but also about God conduct the election within 45 manding accountability from Thaksin can doit, GMA ean” 
in this part of the world. And we that while senators had their di- and country.” days. Thaksin—factors that he said “Do a Thaksin. Do a real sacri- 
are taking second place to Thai- ferences, they were one in calling Estrada also sounded sarcastic: “So, [if Ms. Arroyo resigns] were lacking in the Philippine fice for the good of the Filipino 
land," he said. for Ms Arroyo's resignation. "Füstofall I would like to greet now or in May, or June, it will be context—contributed to the people and step down, as Thaksin 
To emphasize their point, the “We are here to announce our with a happy birthday the fake finished by July.” prime minister’s decision. did yesterday” said Beltran, issu- 
senators put “Gloria Resign” true sentiments and the senti- President of our country, Gloria , , But in a phone interview, Pi- ing the call from Camp Crame 
stickers on their personal vehi- ments of millions of Filipinos who Macapagal-Arroyo. Our personal People are the monarchy’ mentel said Ms Arroyo had only where he had been detained 
cles. are suffering, This is our political birthday wish for her is (for her] Other lawmakers called on Ms to listen to the people and step since Ms Arroyo declared a week- 
“We will bring the issues to the statement in the Senate,” Drilon to follow the sentiments of the Arroyo to do a Thaksin. down. long state of emergency on Feb. 
people, in the provinces and in said. majority of Filipinos and step “If you're asking fora birthday. “We don't need a monarchy. 24. 
the urban centers. Individual sen- “This is one thing on which down.” wish, perhaps the President can We need the people. The people Beltran said his birthday wish 
ators will get their assignments we're united. There are many is- Pimentel said Ms Arroyo and do a Thaksin,” Bukidnon Rep. are the monarchy in a democra- for Ms Arroyo was for her to dis- 
for that purpose, and we will start sues that we disagree on, but Vice President Noli de Castro's Nereus Acosta said in a press cy,”hesaid. cern and reflect on her policies, 
doing that during the break,” Pi- when it comes to this, we're all resignation would be the "most briefing ofthe Liberal Party atthe ie which were “slowly tearing apart 
mentel said. united,” he said. peaceful” means of resolving the Club Filipino in San Juan. Higher standards the fabric of the Philippine soci- 
“We're happy to note that this Joking, Pimentel said he was worsening political crisis. ‘Acosta and Sen. Manuel "Mar" Atthe LP briefing, Sen. Rodolfo ety.” 
move is not only limited to sena- “very sorry” that the microphone “My point of view is that the Roxas Tl said the conditions for Biazon said Thaksin's move only He said Thaksin's resignation 
tors, There are other civil society was not portable. He said he Gloria Resign Movement, includ- the President to quit were exist- showed that he had “higher stan- had taught everyone the lesson 
groups which I think will also an- would have wanted to hold it ing Noli de Castro's resignation, ing. But they expressed doubt dards! than Ms Arroyo. that “no head of state is indis- 
nounce their own way of doing while Drilon was speaking. will pave the way forasnap elec- that she would do so, pointing “What is Thaksin being ac. pensable and irreplaceable, if our 
this," he said. Itwasareferencetohishaving tion, which I think is the most. fea- out that there was no “revered cused of? Nonpaymentoftaxes.. government officials are indeed 
Pimentel said he and the other held the microphone for Ms Ar- sible manner of changing the king" to advise her to make the This accusation of wrongdoing interested in upholding the wel- 
senators were not afraid ifthe ad- royo while she took her oath of leadership, because it does not crucial step. on the part of Thaksin pales in fare of the [people] Withare- 
seo rer cide to go office atthe Edsa Shrine afterthe need a new law,” Pimentel said, ‘Thaksin announced he would comparison with the kind of a- portfrom Michael Lim Ubac 


‘Pinoys feel situation here much brighter’ 


From page Al to do with graft and corruption or nomie strategy that has propelled Sin's role in gathering multitudes “But I don't think they willsuc- a head of another country. And I 
ompaymentoftaxes. Thecharges Thailand's economy to higher at Edsa in February 1986 that led ceed because the situation hereis dont think you can expect me 
greater optimism on the part of against the Presidentcameouton- levels), but “itdoesnot mean that to the ouster of President Ferdi- totally different. Our people can President 0 so this or that (on 
Filipinos than their counterparts ly when the wiretapped conversa- she was bound to followwhather nand Marcos. feel just how much brighter the Thaksin) because both are heads 
in Thailand,” he said. tion of the President [surfaced] mentor did.” Asked if Gaudencio Cardinal situation is in the country,” he ofstate,” he said. 
He wished that Ms Arroyo and the discussion became broad- Not only does the Philippines Rosales could step into the shoes said. 
would be appreciated by more Fil- er The President has legitimate and Thailand differ in political of the late Sin and exert a strong Giving positive spin to Internal matter 
imos for what she was doing for mandate and she will serve untl system, the former has no influ- influence in Philippine politics, Thaksin's resignation, Claudio | Despite the political upheaval 
the country “The President has her time is up,” Ermita said. ential figure like Thailand's King Ermita said: “I don't think so be- said the peaceful change in Thai- in Thailand, the Philippines bilat- 
Hien working very hard for the Opponents of Ms Arroyo ac- Bhumibol Adulyadej, who Ermita cause the Pope's latest order to land's leadership would boost the eril relations with the kingdom 
stability and the economic cuse her of stealing the 2004 said wassupposed to haveahand his clergy is to intervene less in Arroyo administration's efforts to remain strong, according to the 
progress of our country so that we presidential election. She has de- in Thaksin's decision to quit. politics.” change the Constitution and shift Department of Foreign Affairs. 
could all move forward," hesaid. nied any wrongdoing. (Story on Page Al.) to a parliamentary form of gov. DFA spokesperson Gilberto 
‘Ata briefing in Malacafiang, Ex- Ermita said the closest the A boost to Cha-cha ernment. Asuque said the department 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita Mentor Philippines had to an influential Claudio described as “pre- Ermita was careful in talking would rather not comment on 
Soi the allegations against Ms Ar. — Ermita said the President person like King Bhumibol was dictable” the opposlions use of abour Thaksins transgressions. That's resignation. "That is an 
toyo and Thaksin were different. might have been an adherent of the late Jaime Cardinal Sin. Thaksin's resignation as fodder “I am careful whether to say internal matter” Asuque said. 
“Cthaksin's case) has something Thaksinomics (Thaksins eco- Ermita mentioned Cardinal foranti-Arroyo propaganda. theseare true ornotbecauseheis With areport from Nikko Dizon 


Highs and lows mark GMA's special day 


From page Al “You can see how happy we are her: “Child, let him be." a dozen priests at the centuries- 
in this celebration, just stop it,” "he Presidential daughters old St. Augustine Church in 
“If she is not trusted and loved by said Luli Arroyo. outburst was surprising. A few Lubao, said she received text 
the people, and eight out of 10 She spoke in a stern voice minutesearller she followed her messages from legislators who 
Filipinos want her out, it’s hard while being escorted by hersecu- fathers order to field the re- told her that the bills were their 
for her to govern.” rity personnel out of the St. Au- porters questions. gifts to her. 
But within minutes and facing gustine church in Lubao, Pam- ^ Asked if the family resented She gave out her own presents, 
a different set of reporters, Estra- panga, after hearing Mass in hon- the Presidents half sister, Luli announcing at the church that 
da backtracked and invoked eti- or of her mother. said: "No. Forus,we'vealwayste- she has ordered the release of 
quette when asked the same ‘One ofherescorts even chimed spected Tita Cielo so we cannot P500 million for the insurance of 
question. into berate the reporter. do anything about it. Thar’s how poor Filipinos through the state- 
“Ies her birthday today and 'd Luli blew her fuse when there- weare, we're always open and we run PhilHealth. 
matherreservemy comment asfar porter repeatedly asked First always respected her and her She said P700 million had 
as that is concerned,” said Estra- Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo family no matter what they've been allotted for the purchase of sayy 
da, who himself will celebrate his for comments on Salgado's re- said about us.” cheaper imported medicines to — “* 
69th birthday on April 19. marks published in the Ingumer The Presidents daughter has be sold in 5,000 “Botika ng BLESSED ARE THE CHILDREN of Hospicio de San Jose who get to 
"Let her celebrate a happy Wednesday. been known to be hostile to re- Bayan” outlets nationwide. spend part of the President's special day with her. REMZAMORA 
birthday,” he added. ‘The First Gentleman calmly porters, believing that media She also fulfilled a promise to 
Don’t spoil my mother’s birth- replied "no comment" when have been unfair to her mother. San Fernando Archbishop Pa- ‘Tourism, she said, has become congratulated officials in Pam- 
dapesebraton was the retort of asked if he felt Salgado's revela- But the President also gor two ciano Aniceto, the chair of the the counmy’s second job-drawing  pangas second damir for con- 
Ms Arroyo's daughter Luli to a tions were accurate and whether major gifts and appeared elated. Catholic Bishops Conference of sector, after call centers, tributing a large chunk of signa- 
persistent reporter his family would reconcile with “For your birthday" was how the Philippines’ commission on, d tures for the people's initiative 
; i Salgado. she quoted Speaker Jose de Vene- family and life, when she an- Time for political changes Her eldest son, Rep. Juan 
‘See how happy we are’ re Ceporter asked Luli Arroyo ela as telling her about Tuesday nounced the allotment of P30 She said it was time now to Miguel Arroyo, who represents 
The Presidential daughter if she felt there was anything nights approval of the P1.3 tril- million for the government's nat- pursue political changes because the district, and Lubao Mayor 
flashed some of her mothers fa. wrong with the questions. She lion national budget and the anti-- ural family planning program. | the important economic reforms Dennis Pineda denied reports 
mous temper ftershe got peeved said: "Yes, I's rhe way that you're terrorism bill, Ms Arroyo also brimmed with are now in place. that deceit, bribery and force 
at the reporter for asking her fa- provoking him.” De Venecia said he was confi- excitement asshe shared Tourism She endorsed the shift toa par- were used in the solicitation of 
ther for his reaction to the reveal- 5 dent that the Senate would ap- Secretary Joseph Ace Durano's liamentary system of government, signatures to push constitutional 
ing comments made by Ms Ar- Lethimbe prove these bills by the end of report that tourist arrivals in the saying that under this reform, changes, With reports from Volt 
royo's half sister, Cielo Macapa- The First Gentleman, who was April country have gone up by 11.9 “laws could be passed immediate- Contreras, Christine O. Aven- 
gal-Salgado, on the First Couple's walking with the crowd, looked ^ Ms Arroyo, who spoke at the percent, saying it was the biggest lyand implemented fast.” dano and Tonette Orejas, PDI 
"yin and yang" partnership. back at her daughter and told end of the Mass concelebrated by in history. Without giving figures, she Central Luzon Desk 
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By Philip C. Tubeza 


SEN. JOKER ARROYO 
says the Supreme 
‘Court should now rule 
on petitions question- 
ing the constitutional- 
ity of some of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's orders, saying 
she could deprive Fil- 
ipinos of their free- 
dom by simply issuing 
presidential — orders 
and proclamations. 

A veteran of the 
human rights strug- 
gle under the Marcos 
dictatorship, Arroyo 
says he feels frustrat- 
ed by the high court's 
failure to rule specifi- 
cally on the consti 
tionality of Executive 
Order 464, which he 
says has virtually 
done away with the 
system of checks and 
balances in the gov- 
ernment. 

“The fate and the 
future of the country 
is in the hands of the 
Supreme Court,” Ar- 
royo told reporters 
during a news brief- 
ing last Tuesday after 
a Senate sub-com- 
mittee released a re- 
port condemning the 
administration crack- 
down on media at the 
height of the state of 
hational emergency 
last February. 


For solong 

"For so long as 464 
is there, we can make 
any report, we can 
make any harsh re- 
port, (bur) it 
amounts to nothing 
‘That's why this has to 
be resolved, if we still 
have some sem- 
blance of a constitu- 


CPR on the 
way out 

of legal 
jargon 

By Armand Nocum 


THE CALIBRATED 
preemptive response 
(CPR). may be out 
soon if only from the 
legal jargon. 

“Appearing during 
oral arguments on pe- 
titions questioning the 
constitutionality of 
the "no-permit, no ral- 
y" policy of the ad- 
ministration, Solici- 
tor-General Eduardo 
Antonio Nachura said 
the Palace would con- 
sider removing CPR 
from its vocabulary. 

He was reacting to 
Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Artemio Pan- 
ganiban’s suggestion 
that the Palace could 
free itself from all the 
troubles arising from 
CPR, which he de- 
scribed as "vague and 
incomprehensible" f 
it stops using the 
phrase. 

"ou wouldnt mind 
if this CPR is removed 
from the vocabulary of 
lawyers and CPR is not 
in the wordings of the 
Jaw as you pointed out, 
it is jut a catch- 
phrase,” Panganiban 
told Nachura during an 
interpellation of the 
CPR during yesterdays 
oral arguments. 
Towards the end of 
the oral arguments late 
Thursday night, Pan- 
ganiban also described 
CPR as having caused 
confusion and misun- 
derstanding and as 
having been “used and 


abused" by the police * 


in suppressing rallies. 
Nachura readily 
accepted Pangani- 
bans suggestion to 
strike down the CPR 
policy saying that it is 
merely a “catch 
phrase” and not cov- 
ered by any law. 
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tional government," 
Arroyo said. 

“In other words, 
the President has suc- 
ceeded in short-cir- 
cuiting what the Sen- 
ate can do, but lets 
see," he said. He de- 
scribed the situation. 
as one that "makes 
your blood boil." 

Arroyo said it was 
necessary for the 
Supreme Court to re- 
solve ‘questions 


likely be brought to 
the Supreme Court. 

But for the mo- 
ment, Arroyo said he 
wished the constitu- 
tionality of EO 464 
which bars ` govern- 
ment officials from 
attending congres- 
sional hearings with 
Ms Arroyo's prior ap- 
proval, would be re- 
solved. 

"We cannot have 
any investigation 
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raised by various 
groups on the consti- 


now,” he said. “I just 


had a hearing on | apr13,20,27 


TAG + SZN W DISNEYLAND & WINDOW OFTHE WORLD: 


Cereals. (06 a9 as] Boxes S: 
Se i TIE 


a tras Cap Gert ry #800 


oars) $308 


franchises. (National 
‘Telecommunications 
Commission) Com- 
missioner (Rolando) 


tutionality of EO 464 
as well as Presiden- 
tial Proclamation 
1017 declaring last 
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Solis did not even at- 
tend. It’s 464. A sim- 
ple application for a 
franchise, but 464 is 
invoked." 


February's state of 
national emergency 
to defuse the current 
political crisis. 


Ata standstill 

“The country is in 
a standstill because 
there is no definitive 
ruling on (these) 
constitutional ques- 
tions,” Arroyo seid. 
“The country cannot 
be paralyzed with 
this. The President is- 
sues an (executive 
order, issues a 
proclamation and 
she practically hand- 
cuffs us," he added. 

“I have gone 
through martial law, 
from the beginning, 
(but) I cannotunder- 
stand what is hap- 
pening (now). Why 
even this people’ 
tiative has gone this 
far,” Arroyo said. He 
was referring to 
Malacafiang-en- 
dorsed moves to 
amend the Constitu- 
ton which he said 
raised ^ additional 
questions that would 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The undersigned wishes to set the record straight 
about the undeserved attribution in an 
advertisement published by a real estate 
company, to the effect that he was instrumental in 
the invention of the Magic Sing Videoke 
Microphone. 


‘Such an attribution is inaccurate and has no basis 
infact. 


‘The Magic Sing Videoke Microphone was invented 
by Mr. K.H. Lee, president of Enter Tech Co., Ltd. of 
Korea, several years before the undersigned 
became involved in its distribution in 2001. In fact, 
the product was already being marketed in Korea 
and Japan before it was introduced in the 
Philippines. 


This announcementis made so that the public may 
_ know, andto give credit where creditis due. 


ORVILLE M. ROQUE 
President 
‘The ASTRA GROUP, Inc. 
Exclusive Distributor of Xtreme Magic Sing Videoke Microphone 
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PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR 

No. iL £2008 

To ALL ACCREDITED OUT-PATIENT CLINICS AND ALL 

CONCERNED 


[SUBJECT : Gudelres on the Renewal of Accreditation of Out-Patlent Clinics: 


"The implementing Fules and Regulations (RR) ofthe National Healih insurance Act as 
amended deines outpatient cinic as aninsitton or lacity wilh a basic team proving 
heath serwees such as agnosie consultation, examination, treatment, surgery and 
Tenebliahon on an ou-paient bass (Section 3.00). These facies incude the fosowing: 


1. Rural Health Unts (RHUsyHealih Centers (HCSJ; 

2. Maternity Care Cinics (MCCS); 

4. Freestanding Dialysis Ciis (FDCs); and 

4. Drecty Observed Treatment Shortourse (DOTS) Cts. 


Currently the expiration of accredtaon ofthe aloresed is on the anniversary date 
However, in order to facite the orderly processing of applications in all regions, 
balore the expiration of ther accrediation, these guidelines are issued: 

1. The nevi schedule offing shall be as lofows: 


A. Group | 


Regions | FungPered | 


NA NB Vani 


Period ol Valdty 


Jer 30 ol he csrent year to Api 29 of 
the succesden year 
May 31 ole curri year io May 30 
te ar 
dure 30d Pe cen your Jue ES 
lhe suecesdng year 


PEELE 


NOR and Rud | Feary 11028. 


Camacean | warn fost | 


8. Group V 
= 
vian 


Fling Period 
May 11031 


Period ot Validity 
‘August 31 of ho coren year to August 
30 d Bo succeeding year 

danger Si d ne succeeding year © 
“January 30 d ho not succeeding year 


SEE] 
CARAGA 


[omm] 


2. Al adpattet cinics in Group il whose applications lor renewal of accrediaton 
were approved lom February 1 o Apri 30 of he current year (2006) need not 
Tie a new appicaton lor the year 2006. N shall apply lor renewal during the 
schadued lng period ot the concerned ragion in year 2007 
Gutoatent cines m both groups which were recently Inspected and approved for 
Initia! or re-accrediation and whose validity period for ne region wil expire 
atn voe (3) months shouid submit he application lor renewal ol accrediation 
and pay the appropriate fee forthe ensuing renewal pero. 


To Bustate: An RHU In Region VII is applying for nal accrediation 


Date ot 
Inspection 
‘gest 31, 2006 o 


Juno 02, 2008 
August 30, 2007 


4. The valdy of ccrediation takes elect on tha dale recommended or as determined 
by the Accreditation Committee and approved by the President & CEO. 

5. Coptation fund forthe out patent consutation and dagnosics ulzing te diagnostic 
package and caer for payment ofthe matemiy, TB DOTS and dialysis packages 
Kinch are fied balore te ellecivly date ol accrdiallon shall be automancally 
denied payment 
ino applcaton for renews! I submited wihin the new schedule offing period 
pat regen, the accredtaton ptepes of the Instutonal heath care provdoris 
ia be considered and shal nol De alended by a gap notwihstandng the actual 
date of approval of the appicaton lor renewal 

7. Tha discount on renewal fees for ho accrediation of ouoafent dinies shal be 
grand to eariy ers starting tis year, 


‘Date of 
Approval 


Velaty Period 
Ver inti 
accrediation) 


Fling Period 
for Renewal 
for the region) 


Mar 1631 = 


Vatany Period 
(for renewal of 
acoreditation) 


une 17,2006 June 17, 20061] 


une 16, 2007 


“This crodar shal take eflect afer ttaen days fom is publcaion Inthe Olicis! Gazette 
or in a newspaper of general creation 


(Sgd.) LORNA O. FAJARDO, CESO Ill 
Otiesrin-cnarge 
 Ofkce ofthe President & CEO 


Date Signed: March 22, 2006 
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4 US soldiers donate rare 
blood type to save little Frail 


From page Al 
type—A-negative. Normally, this is 
found mostly in Caucasians. 

Unable to find an appropriate donor, 
Frails family had planned to take her 
‘out ofthe Zamboanga hospital 

“They were going to take the girl 
back home the next day to let her 
die because they weren't able to 
find a compatible donor.” said US 
Navy Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
Frank W Thompson. 


US humanitarian mission 

‘Thompson, who belongs to the 
US Joint Special Operations Task 
Force-Philippines (ISOTEP) con- 
ducting humanitarian missions in 
Mindanao, reported to the US Em- 
assy that one of Frail's physicians, 
Dr. Ben Caranay, with help from lo- 
cal journalists, decided to approach 
the task force. 

‘The medical team scanned its per- 
sonnel database. Within minutes, the 
team identified four US servicemen 
with the correct blood type. They 
were Army Sgt. Michael K. Light, Ma- 


rine Cpl. David Bombard, Master at 
Arms Ist Class Jeffrey Simpson, and 
Army Sgt. Major Robert Saiz. 

“When the four donors arrived at 
the Zamboanga City Medical Center 
to give their much-needed dona- 
tion, they found 12 Filipino hospital 
staff members waiting earnestly,” a 
US Embassy report said. 


Blood donation amid a huge fire 
“Before drawing blood, they met 
Frail in her hospital bed. She sat at- 
tached to an IV tube and suffering 
from one of the weekly intense fevers 
that are symptoms of typhoid fever, 
not even able to comprehend what 
was occurring,” the embassy said. 

‘The four servicemen each donat- 
ed 450 cubic centimeters of A-nega- 
tive blood on March 23, the day that 
‘Zamboanga City saw the biggest 
fire to raze the area and displace 
thousands of families. 

‘Thompson praised the Filipino 
hospital staff for a “wonderful job at 
making sure the donors were 2s 
‘comfortable as possible.” 


“I have a 2-month-old son at 
home,” said Simpson, one of the 
donors who's a 28-year-old native 
of Bards, Kentucky. 

“I just thought about (Frail) 
while donating and if the situation 
was reversed, I would want some- 
one to do the same thing for (my 
son),” Simpson said. 


Going home to recover 

Caranay said that the transfusion 
"was successful but they will know 
much more about the child’s 
progress in four to 10 days.” 

Light, one of the donors, also said 
he and other JSOTE.P members reg- 
ularly visita local orphanage. 

‘The soldiers play with the chil- 
dren and bring donations from the 
US military in the Philippines. 

"Itwill be these little things that I 
remember most about being here,” 
Light said. 

Because the ‘little things” the ser- 
vicemen are doing include donating 
blood, little Frail will soon be going 
home to recover. 
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Poisoning shocks best, 
brightest in science school 


From page Al 

Kidney and Transplant Institute for more than 
a month, according to a relative of the girl. 
But she was able to graduate. 

Police said a chemical analysis of the water in 
the jug had indicated the presence of silver ni- 
trate, a poisonous, colorless crystalline com- 
pound used in manufacturing photographic film, 
silvering mirrors, dyeing hair and plating silver. 

Ttis also used as an antiseptic, and dropped 
into the eyes of newborn babies. 

Supt. Benjamin de los Santos, chief of the 
Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group-Criminal Investigation and Detection. 
Division, said the case of frustrated homicide 
was filed in March at the Quezon City Prose- 
cutor’s office. 

Delos Santos said three of the boy's classmates 
had submitted sworn statements "stating how he 
placed toxin in the water jug ofa classmate.” 

Police said the girl who had drunk from the 
jug was not its owner. 


Preliminary probe 

‘The parents of both the boy and the girl and 
their respective lawyers met on Tuesday at the 
Quezon City Fiscals Office for the preliminary 
investigation, according to Prosecutor Ferdi- 
nand Bayhon. 

“The case has started,” Bayhon said, 
adding that the boy's camp had until May 3 to. 
submit a counter-affidavit. 

A preliminary investigation is conducted to 
determine whether there is probable cause to 
take a case to court. 

‘Because the accused is a minor, the trial will 
determine if he acted "with discernment.” 

The law states that only children below 9 
years of age are exempt from criminal liability. 

Commenting on a report in another paper 
that the PSHS had not allowed the boy to 
graduate, De los Santos noted that the latter 
had denied the accusation. 

"He is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty. He is not yet convicted, and being ac- 
cused ofa crime does not bar you from pursu- 
ing education,” De los Santos said. 

‘But he conceded that a school had its own in- 
temal rules barring a student from graduating 
without a certificate of good moral standing. 


Bailable offense 

Frustrated homicide is a bailable offense, 
Delos Santos said. lf the case is taken to court 
and an arrest warrant is issued, the boy will 
be putin the care of the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development. 

If the boy is convicted, his lawyer may ask 
the court to suspend the sentence until after 
he reaches 21, the “age of maturity.” 

‘Asked to explain what could prompt any 
student to poison someone's water, De los 
Santos said: "Children have a different appre- 
ciation of what is good or bad. Sometimes 
they think it’s all play" 

He said the unfortunate thing was that a 
student had been seriously hurt, and the fu- 
ture of another had become uncertain. 


Witnesses’ accounts 

‘According to a PSHS report dated Feb. 14, 
it was the girls friends who informed the 
school authorities that something was wrong. 

"She was then brought to the medical clinic 
where initial inquiry revealed that while drink- 
ing the water from the jug, there was a burning 
sensation in her mouth and throat followed by 
severe abdominal pain and vomiting," said the. 
report signed by the PSHS physician. 

"This was how a witness narrated the events 
to police: 

Between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Feb. 14, the 
witness, the boy, and two other students were 
atthe school lobby. 

“We were just talking ... about different 
things until he said, Let's put some.” 

The boy got the water jug of a female stu- 
dent and told the witness to open it. 

“While [I was] opening (the jug], he got a 
bottle from his bag. He opened the bottle and 
poured its contents [into] the jug. 

A second witness said it was either the first 
witness or the boy who had gotten the jug: 

“tm also not sure who between them 


poured the contents of dié bottle [into] the jug 
because at that time T was doing something. 

“At around 6 pam. [the boy] talked to me 
and told me that I should not say anything 
about what happened earlier because he does 
not want the investigation to be misled [and] 
because he is innocent. 

“I asked him what they placed in [the jug], 
and he told me it was just water.” 

A third witness told a similar story saying he 
saw the boy take out what appeared to bea bottle 
from his bag, and pour its contents into the jug. 


Bright future 

"The family of the 16-year-old girl is afraid that 
the incident would cloud her bright future, includ- 
ing studies atthe University of the Philippines. 

“Thats where she wants to be,” a relative told 
the Ingumen in a brief interview at the family 
residence in Barangay Punturin, Valenzuela. 

He begged not to be named, invoking the 
incident's sensitive nature. 

"The girl was all set for college life and a suc- 
cessful career in the sciences until she drank 
the poisoned water, the relative said. 

“She looks fine now, but we'll never really 
know if the substance won't bother her any- 
more. Thats what we're afraid of—the 
long-term effects on her life," he said. 

From accounts, she's one bright girl. 

She was a consistent honor student in 
grade school at a Catholic institution in Que- 
zon City. Her performance was no different at. 
the PSHS. 

The relative credited the honors to the girl's 
focus and determination. 

Friends said that at any given time, she 
could be found in either of only two places: 
her school or her home. 

‘A neighbor said the girl could hardly be 
seen in the neighborhood because she was of- 
ten preoccupied with school work. 

“She doesn't go out often,” the neighbor told 
the Inquinen. “She's very quiet.” 

‘And she did not resent the seemingly rigid 
lifestyle, knowing that education was more 
important than the many temptations of 
youth, the relative said. 


Donations pour in 

The crime has elicited not only shock and 
indignation but also goodwill from the PSHS 
community. 

Students, teachers, staff, school officials, 
parents and alumni took it upon themselves 
to help in the girl's recovery. 

“Assistance has been coming in the form of 
monetary donations, blood donations, [even] 
flowers, balloons, cards; and, of course, 
prayers..." said an official bulletin on her case 
posted on the Internet. 

As of March 24, the student body has col- 
lected donations amounting to P174,000, 
said the bulletin issued by PSHS officer in 
charge Jessamyn Yazon. 

The school also organized two fund-raising 
activities for the girl's recovery: a concert and 
an art exhibit/sale. 

But the bulletin had a sobering footnote: 
“As the donations increase, however, the med- 
ical bills continue to escalate. Future medical 
checkups and treatments, and laboratory 
tests are also anticipated.” 

The bulletin assured the PSHS community 
of the school's “unrelenting efforts to enforce. 
its rules, to seek out the truth, and to serve the 
cause of justice." 

"The discipline case aspect of her case went 
through all the required school-level commit- 
tee deliberations (from the Fact-Finding Team 
to the Discipline Committee to the Manage- 
ment Committee to the Executive Commit- 
tee," it said, adding: 

“Last March 4, the reports and recommen- 
dations of these committees were submitted 
to the Board of Trustees (BOT), the school's 
governing body. In a meeting held last March 
6, where the discipline case was in the agen- 
da, the BOT reached a decision." 

The bulletin did not state what decision 
was reached, but said it was formalized into a 
resolution, with copies given to all those con- 
cemed. With reports from Christian V Es- 
guerra and DJ Yap. 
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Pinoys won P78M in claims 
vs Taiwan employers in '05 


FILIPINO WORKERS 
in Taiwan were grant- 
ed some P78 million 
(NTS50 million or) 
worth of claims 
against their brokers 
and employers with 
the assistance of the 
Manila Economic and 
Cultural Office 
(MECO), the coun- 
try's official represen- 
tative based in Taipei. 

Meco reported in a 
press statement that 
the amount represent- 
ed the workers unpaid 
wages, illegal deduc- 
tions, tax refunds, ex- 
cessive fees, savings, 
and labor insurance 
benefits in 2005 alone. 

Meco Labor Taipei, 
which is responsible 
for northem Taiwan, 
netted the biggest c 
lection last year, hel 
ing Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFW) recov- 
er NT$1938 million 
(03042 million) im 
monetary — claims. 
More than 60,000 of 
92,000 Filipinos work- 
ing in Taiwan are 
based in the area. 

Meco said its of- 
fices in Taichung and 
Kaohsiung helped 
OFWs recover 
NT$13.86 million 
(P21.76 million) and 
NT$16.30 million 
(P25.59 million) in 
financial claims, re- 
spectively. 

The data excluded 
successful cases as- 
sisted by the agency 
but did not involve 
monetary claims or fi 
nancial settlements. 

"This is just one as- 
pect of the services 
that we are extending 
to our OFWs,” said 
Antonio Basilio, man- 
aging director and 
resident representa- 
tive of Meco. “Our 
OFWs are toiling day 
in and day out to 
make a decent living, 
and that sum repre- 
sented not just their 
hard-eamed wages 
but (also) the sacri- 
fices that they had 
made for their fami- 
lies. The least that we 
could do is to help 
them get their money 
back, and to remain 
vigilant in safeguard- 
ing their rights.” 

‘Some OFWs have 
thanked the Meco for 
its action. An OFW 
identified only as Nina 
‘wrote Meco Kaohsi 
ung labor representa. 
tive Elizabeth Recio, 
expressing gratitude to 
Meco “for promply 
acing on my com 
plaint, and for stand. 
ing up to my broker 
who wanted to collect 
illegal fees from me.” 

Another OFW 
named Mabel recov 
ered more than 
NT$50,000 
(P78,500) in tax re- 
fund, excessive fees 
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and leave benefits 
with Mecos assis- 
tance, the press state- 
ment said. 

"Today, I (got my re- 
fund)" Mabel was 
quoted in her letter to 
Recio. “Hopefully, 1 will 
be going home soon.” 

The Meco labor 
center in Taipei han- 
dled the most num- 
ber of cases in the 
fourth quarter of 
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2005, recovering 
NT$6.92 — million 
(P10.86 million) in 
monetary claims. In 
the first three quar- 
ters last year, the cen- 
ter recovered 
NT$2.36 million 
(P371 million), 
NTS6.04 million 
(P9.48 million), and 
NIS405 — million 
(P6.36 
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CTDI (formerly Center for Review 
and Professional Development or 
CPRD) 


CPA Review Centers 


in 
MAKATI, RECTO & 
OLONGAPO CITY 


offer 


SPECIAL REVIEW FEE oí P6,000 
to P6,500 only or October 2006 
candidates for CPA Board Exams. 
Avail of our Special Package if you 
enroll before April 30, 2006. 


MAKATI CITY 
CTDI CPA REVIEW CENTER 
21, GF Partners Bldg, 139 H.V. dela 
Costa St. Salcedo Vil., Makati City 
{infront of Ateneo School of Business) 
Tel. Nos. 892-9793- 95; 813-8791 


RECTO, MANILA 
CTDI CPA REVIEW CENTER 
3" Fir, Equitable-PCI Bank Bldg. 
2070 C.M. Recto, Manila. 
Tel. Nos. 734-9198 or 734-8895 


OLONGAPO CITY 
CTDI CPA REVIEW CENTER 
Bajac-bajac, Olongapo City 
Tel. Nos. 047-2236136 or 
0920-9141648 


nos. or email 
ctdi_review@yahoo.com. 

Ask for Otelia Flores, Glen, Janice f 
or Maricris tor Olongapo City. 
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Term limits 


HERE SEEMS TO HAVE EVOLVED A PUBLIC DE- 

1 bate on insulating the military from politics by fix- 

ing the term of the chief of staff of the Armed Forces 

of the Philippines. The discussion is timely inasmuch as 

warring partisans in the political sphere seem to have 

made ita point to press their case even at the risk of com- 

promising the loyalty of the military. Even President 

Macapagal-Arroyo, who has always 

EDITORIAL called on the military and the police to 

defend her against riotous challenges to 

her legitimacy, believes that the proposal is worth looking 

into. Her spokesperson said “a fixed term will serve the 

interest of the organization and its mission” while instill- 

ing in the AFP and the police “professionalism and redi- 
rect these two important agencies away from politics.” 

‘We should press the issue further. If the objective is to 
shield the AFP from politics, more should be done. For ex- 
ample, there should be a more objective, less politics- 
prone system of choosing the major service commanders 
in the AFP A more rationalized system would also mean 
that the President as commander in chief would limit ap- 
pointments to the chief of staff and the commanders of 
the major services, and leave to them the discretion to ap- 
point subordinates, perhaps in consultation with the Of- 
fice of the President. 

Confining presidential appointments to the major ser- 
vices would also mean a more rationalized role for 
Congress in séreening nominees in the Commission on 
Appointments, thus lessening the politicization of the 
military, As it is, even mid-level officers from the rank of 
colonel are subject to presidential appointment and CA 
confirmation. The process makes military officers prey to 
the partisan wiles and parochial caprices of politicians, as 
is quite often shamefully evident in commission hearings. 
Congressional oversight of the military may continue 
through the regular budget and special closed-door intel- 
ligence hearings. 

There's more that can be done to hasten the depoliti- 
cization of the military. One would be to uphold civilian 
supremacy at all times, so that the President should avoid 
appointing retired military officers to civilian positions. 
The appointment of retired officers not only waters down 
civilian supremacy, it also casts doubts on appointments 
in the military. For how could military appointments be 
professionalized and depoliticized if those who have just 
retired from the service are appointed to civilian posi- 
tions, thus making it appear that military loyalty is re- 
warded with plum civilian positions, which are often the 
spoils of political contests? 

In fact, the Davide Commission that investigated the 
1989 coup attempt recommended that certain defense 
and military positions be given to civilians so that “the 
supremacy of civilian authority over the military should 
be established.” Aside from the defense secretary, the 
commission recommended that the leadership of the Na- 
tional Intelligence Coordinating Agency be headed by a 
civilian. The commission underscored the "need for an in- 
dependent and civilian-controlled intelligence network 
responsible directly to the President.” 

It is interesting to note that the Davide Commission al- 
so recommended the “institutionalization of necessary 
improvements in the military in the areas of promotion 
and assignments.” Moreover, it declared that “the Presi- 
dent and the Commission on Appointments must work 
out a system by which recommendations for promotions 
can be categorized in practice to avoid the exploitation of 
the confirmation process for political purposes.” While 
conceding that the chief of staff and the top positions in 
the major service commands “have a political dimension 
which requires the exhaustive inquiry by the CA in.the 
proper exercise of checks and balances,” the commission 
said other appointments “might merit a progressively dif- 
ferent treatment based on institutional courtesy.” 

And why not also have term limits for graft-prone posi- 
tions in the military? The Feliciano Commission that in- 
vestigated the 2003 coup attempt, in fact, recommended 
that limits be set for the tenure of AFP finance and pro- 
curement officers. It suggested that the terms of AFP 
comptrollers, logistics officers, procurement and special 
disbursement officers be limited to a “maximum” of four 
years. Considering the case of Maj, Gen. (ret.) Carlos Gar- 
cia, who seemed to have enjoyed a life term as AFP 
comptroller until several cases of corruption were uncov- 
ered against him and his family, the suggestion is sound. 
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"HE WHO COOKS RICE HURRIEDLY MUST 
swallow half-cooked grain,” warns a Visayan 
proverb, 

But Speaker Jose de Venecia has no time for 
folk wisdom, The "people's initiative” should be 
rushed, he insists, so a parliamentary system is 
welded in place, come July 15. 

“Impossible,” snapped Election Commissioner 
Resurreccion Borra. The Commission on Elec- 
tions needs six months’ lead time to prepare for a 
nationwide plebiscite. And that doesnt include 
time for verifying hastily corralled signatures of 
registered voters. 

"The Comelec would need P3.6 billion for the 
whole drill, Borra added. And there's no budget 
provision for such a forced march. 

Malacafiang minions, however, signal that 
"contingency funds’—flush with our EVAT 
shekels—could be siphoned. 

‘Why are we being stampeded? 

“1 thought Cha-cha was a dance,” our cook 
said before dinner. "Now, they tell me its about 
the Constitution.” 

"Today we're being badgered to shred the 1987 
Constitution. If “stagnation and decay” are to 
end, President Macapagal-Arroyo and her allies 
insist, we must write a new one, like yesterday. 
Wasn't heeding the present Constitution more 
important than rewriting it? our cook wondered, 

‘This thrust has morphed into the ongoing 
"peoples initiative” Gathering signatures to 
amend the Constitution, the President told the 
Philippine Development Forum, reflects the "tru 
power ofthe people.” Shifting to parliamentary 
form would ensure governance that is more re- 
sponsive to people's hopes. 

Madame's hopes gloss over formidable legal 
barriers and history Over the last 200 years, only 
pece-meal but basic amendments were stitched 
into the US Constitution. The First Amendment, 
for example, safeguards freedom of expression. 
‘The Fifth provides a shield against selfincrimina- 
tion (copiously availed of by former Election 
‘Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano). 

‘The British don't have a written constitution. 
‘They never had one, but their unwritten Charter 


YOU WONDER WHY THE THAIS HAVE GOT- 
TEN ahead in life, regarded the world over as a 
tiger of Asia, while we're groveling in dirt, re- 
garded the world over as the retard of Asia? 
Wonder no more. Thaksin Shinawatra has just 
shown so. 

Ina dazzling move last Tuesday, Thaksin re- 
signed his post as prime minister of Thailand. 
He had earlier said he would resign only if his 
party lost more than 50 percent of the vote. It 
did not: it won 54 percent of the vote. But de- 
spite this, in the face of widespread calls for 
him to step down and after meeting with King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, Thaksin announced his 
resignation, His statement was a classic in 
thinking of the nation first before oneself, 
notwithstanding that it was forced on him: 

“J am sorry that I will not accept the premier 
post. Lapologize to my 16 million supporters that 
1 cannot take the post of prime minister, but wil 
still carry on as a caretaker prime minister until 
my successor is chosen. My reason for not ac- 
cepting the post of prime minister is because this 
year is an auspicious year for the King, whose 
60th anniversary on the throne is just 60 days 
away I beg all Thais to sacrifice for the King. We 
have no time to quarrel. I want o see Thai people 
‘unite and forget what has happened.” 

‘That should be put side by side in declama- 
tion contests with Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
apology last year for having cheated in the 
2004 elections. 

Tn one fell swoop, Thaksin refutes some of 
the most humongous idiocies ever to have 
been conceived by the human brain that have 
been circulating in this country over the past 
several months. Chief of them is that we have 
to forget morality and think only of the econo- 
my to advance in life. We need to forget that 
GMA cheated in the elections and remember 
only that beggars cannot be choosers. We need 
to forget about right and wrong and think only 
about Pacquiao and Cha-cha. 

Well, people who think that way would be 
lucky to end up in the cabbage patch of life. It 
isn’t true at all that you cannot eat pride, digni- 
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extends throughout their realm, albeit shrunken 
in today's post-empire era, 

In contrast, we painstakingly scribble out our 
constitutions, from Malolos to Edsa. Often, 
they're honored more in the breach than in the 
practice. And our transient “leaders” prod us to 
rewrite them to suit their equally transient plans. 

People power scrapped Ferdinand Marcos’ 
constitution that ensured his perpetual stay in 
power. Protests in 1997 stopped President Fidel 
Ramos who tried to harness Congress, as a con- 
stituent assembly, to overhaul the Charter—and 
lift the cap on their terms of office. 

Constitutional experts, like Ateneo's Fr 
Joaquin Bernas, have stressed that the Supreme 
Court has ruled that Republic Act 6735 falls shore 
of being the enabling law needed to anchor the 
current signature campaign. RA 6735 "is incom- 
plete, inadequate or wanting in essential terms 
insofar as initiatives on amendments to the Con- 
stitution is concerned,” Chief Justice Hilario Da- 
vide wrote on behalf of the Court. Its gaps on 
“substantive matters are fatal.” They cannot be 
massaged into life by rules and regulations. 

Until Congress passes an enabling law, today's 
people's initiative is, as the Thai proverb says, 
“writing in water" Furthermore, the Constitution 
limits people's initiative to specific amendments, 
mot overall revision, like cloning an undefined 
parliamentary system. 

But are the President, the Speaker ec al. listen- 
ing? Walang bingi dito sa mundo, gaya ng ayaw 
makinig(There are none so deaf in this world as 
those who refuse to hear). 

So, where's this “fire in the belly” for constitu- 
tional blue-penciling coming from? 

Lookat what's on the shelf. In the draft charter 
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ty and self-respect. They're in fact the only 
things you can eat, or that allow you to eat. You 
have no pride, you have no dignity, you have 
no self-respect, you'll just be snarling like a dog 
fighting other snarling dogs to get to a scrap of 
meat someone has left behind. 

Asitis, Thaksin is accused only of corruption, 
which stands on arguable evidence. GMA is ac- 
cused of wrecking the one thing that sustains 
democracy in whatever form, shape or size it 
manifests itself, which is (reasonably) clean 
elections, and which stands on unassailable 
proof. Yet Thaksin has resigned and spared his 
party and country the harm his continued stay 
‘would entail, GMA has not, and doesn't mind 
perverting everything this country holds sacred, 
including the minds of its children, just so she 
can cling to power. There and then you see why 
Thailand is up there and we're down here. 
They're a class act, we're a dwarf act. 

Yet another idiocy Thaksin refutes is that the 
answer to a president having stolen the vote is 
to change the Constitution, You commit a 
crime against the country, you do not punish 
the country, the country punishes you, Or, as 
‘Thaksin shows, you punish yourself, 

‘While at this, what Thaksin shows and what. 
the Cha-cha proponents fail to point out is that 
a parliamentary system is premised on one 
thing, which stat the people running it have 
some sense of decency. Or never mind decency, 
have some shame left in them. The term of of- 
fice of a prime minister is contingent on the 
people's confidence: Their vote of confidence 
is lost, the prime minister is lost, But you have 
a leader who has no sense of decency, or, never 
mind decency, some shred of shame, who will 


that the Malacafiang-backed Constitutional Con- 
sultative Commission proposed, Article XX forms 
the “Transitory Provisions.” Section 7 cancels the 
2007 election. This is the infamous "no-el" provi- 
sion. (Chair Jose Abueva and 18 others were vot- 
ed down by 22 members.) 

Congressmen and affected ‘officials, would 
coast, unelected, o June 30, 2010. Even vocifer- 
‘ous party-list representatives have zippered their. 
lips. Theyd get three more years of public-subsi- 
dized terms and perks, like immunity from ar- 
rest, to press for their dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat. 

Other provisions allow the President to ap- 
point 30 persons to serve in the unelected parlia- 
ment. The prime minister is not the head of the 
party, as in a normal parliamentary system, All 
powers of the prime minister and his Cabinet will 
be subject to the President who will retain her 
post until 2010. 

‘These would enable a savage few to cling to 
position, perks and pork. Old injustices, like half- 
cooked grain, would be served on the platter of 
"new" system. Make no mistake, this is a con 
game, played as that old shyster Ferdinand Mar- 
cos id. 

A constitution enshrines a people's permanent 
values and hopes. It should be revised in a setting. 
devoid of political passion. That climate does not 
existtoday 

“A society in which men recognize no check 
upon their freedom soon becomes a society 
where freedom is the possession of only a savage 
few, as we have learned to our sorrow,” Justice 
Learned Hand said in a 1944 address. "I often. 
wonder whether we do not rest our hopes too 
much upon constitutions, upon laws and upon 
courts. These are false hopes, believe me. These 
are false hopes.” 

“Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women," 
he went on to say. “When it dies there, no consti- 
tution, no law, no court can save it... While it lies 
there, it needs no constitution, no law, no court 
tosaveit.” 
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stick to a position like a leech however univer- 
sally detested she is, her nails scraping the 
throne as she is being pried loose from it, no. 
amount of parliamentary—or presidential, or 
plain human—recourse will help. Only 
kerosene, which has been known to remove 
chewing gum stuck in a shoe, will help. Or its 
political equivalent. 

Tve been saying it these past months: What 
is the solution to the problem of someone hav- 
ing stolen the elections? Oust her and hold 
new (and clean) elections. Of course, that will 
not solve all our problems, any more than re- 
moving a fish bone stuck in your throat will 
make you the healthiest man in the world, But 
try getting through the day with a fish bone 
stuck in your throat or, in this case, a needle 
stuck in your tonsils. We remove GMA (if she 
cannot be persuaded to resign) and hold elec- 
tions, we will do more than breathe a sigh of 
relief, We will rekindle the hope that things 
will be better, a hope that is being snuffed out, 
if it has not been extinguished already, in the | 
heart of this once great nation, 

Which brings us finally to the biggest idiocy 
‘Thaksin refutes: That is that any people, rich or 
poor, black or white, shore or tall, can unite on. 
the basis of wrongdoing. That is what GMA has 
been calling forall this time: for Filipinos to sacri 
fice for the country, for everyone to stop squab- 
bling, for the people to unite and move the coun- 
try forward. That is easy, as I suggested the other 
day in the column about having a dream, which 
seems to have struck a chord with readers, GMA 
wants to see Filipinos stop squabbling, unite and 
Sacrifice for the nation? She should resign. 

Thaksin has, and by so doing, he has given 
the Thais a solid platform from which to come 
together and bulld a stronger nation. GMA has 
not, and managed only to fulfill her own pre- 
diction that if she ran again—and won by 
cheating—she would plunge the country into 
never-ending divisiven 

Tes the tale of two cities, One has hiya, the 
other has walang hiya, The one has a future, 
the other doesn't even have a present. 
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MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT HERMENIGILDO 
Estrella Jr. testified before a Senate committee 
that the camp of President Macapagal-Arroyo al- 
legedly indulged in a lot of cheating in the May 
2004 elections. Estrella asserted that at some 
point during the counting, Fernando Poe Jr. 
Would have begun to emerge as winner had it not 
been for vote-padding for GMA. Among the 
places he cited for fraud was Cebu. 

But the ballots from Cebu are being examined 
for months now by the Presidential Electoral Tri- 
bunal, composed of Supreme Court justices, due 
to the electoral protest of Loren Legarda.against 
Vice President Noli de Castro. The revision of the 
Cebu votes is 58 percent finished, according to De 
Castro's lawyer Romeo Macalintal (also GMA's 
lawyer), and so far, there has been no significant. 
departure from the trend for GMA, who won 1.02 
million votes there. Where does this leave the 
claim of Estrella about vote-padding in Cebu? 


Who is Estrella? I admit to having been a bit 
shocked to read about his testimony, since I 
have met him in another capacity. For weeks 
now, some members of the board of Alay sa 
Kawal (ASK) Foundation, led by president Ra- 
mon Pedrosa, have been meeting with Estrella 
and others in the real estate business, Estrella's 
group had submitted a proposal to involve ASK 
in the development of an enlisted men's village 
in Taguig, knowing of our 20-year involvement 
in promoting the soldiers’ welfare. He has been 
closely associated with Pedrosa and is said to 
bea management systems advisor, specializing 
in management engineering, project develop- 
ment and management training. But I don't see 
jn his impressive credentials any background in 
electoral fraud analysis. Reports say Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel had recruited him as a con- 
sultant during the 2004 national canvassing. I 
can't help but wonder if Sen, Panfilo Lacson is 
behind Estrella's recent exposé, as he's known 
to bea Lacson man like Pedrosa. 

My question, which citizens are asking too, is 
why Estrella came out with his exposé only now, 
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and not during the canvassing or the failed im- 
peachment attempt. The opposition is obviously 

ent on carrying out a political striptease, but two 
years after the presidential elections, citizens are 
asking when all this will end. The Senate is now 
the sole forum for all electoral allegations, after 
the marching in the streets, the impeachment and 
a coup attempt failed to oust GMA, As a result, 
this chamber, which has its own dirty election 
linen to hide, has sat on crucial bills passed by the 
House, like the Anti-Terrorism Act, the Anti 
‘Smuggling Act, the Billion Trees Act, the Bio-Fuel 
Act, etc, The Senate has become a second NBI, 
Ombudsman or Comelec—with a whopping P2 
billion annual budget. 

Some pundits have asserted that the Senate's 
constant raking up of the electoral fraud issue 
is only for propaganda, since the senators know 
nothing would come out of it. By law, a protest 
can be lodged only within one month after the 
proclamation of the winner Moreover, the 
Supreme Court has already ruled that the case 
of FPJ vs. GMA can no longer be revived since 
FPJ has already passed away. But the senators 
seem to seek two things: to rile up the people 
(though the latter remain unmoved), and to 
force a snap election (so that the ambitious sen- 
ators can run for president and vice president). 
But if GMA is ousted or chooses to do a Thaksin, 
both of which seem far-fetched, De Castro is her 
constitutional successor. 

Macalintal argues that the original Supreme 
Court decision in Santiago vs. Comelec of 1997 
merely declared RA 6735, the Initiative Law, “in- 
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adequate" to amend the Constitution, But he as- 
serts that nothing in the Charter authorizes the. 
Court to declare a law inadequate, but onh 
Sheher icis constitutional or unconstitutional. 
‘To buttress his assertion, he quotes from the 33: 
page separate opinion of Justice Reynato Puno: 

he power of Congress to make laws includes 
the power how to write laws. The Court has the 
power to review the constitutionality of laws, but 
it has no authority to act as if it is the committee 
on style of Congress,” Puno added that "the inad- 
'equacy of a statute is not a ground for invalidat- 
ing it. The majority has broken all precedents 
when it did not find RA 6735 unconstitutional, 
yet refused to validate it. It relies on a reason un- 
recognized by existing jurisprudence." 

Macalintal also corrected an error in this column 
when I wrote that the final decision on the Pirma 
advocates motion for reconsideration got a 7-7 
vote. He said the vote was 6 for granting the motion. 
(which included today’s most senior justices, Chief 
Justice Artemio Panganiban and Puno), 6 against, 
‘and 3 who inhibited themselves Thus, he said, the 
issue of RA 6735 “has not yet been directly and 
definitively resolved by the Supreme Court,” since 
the justices were “evenly divided.” 

Mayor Gerardo Espina Sr. of Naval, Biliran, 
a former member of GMA's constitutional 
commission, called to say that the three 
modes of amending the Constitution may be 
likened to the three doors to a house owned by 
Congress. Because the Senate refuses to get to- 

rether with the House of Representatives to 

trectiy introduce amendments, Congress in 
effect closed the first door. By not passing a 
Jaw to elect delegates to a constitutional con- 
vention, it also closed the second door. The 
third door, the people's initiative, is also being 
closed in effect, because those against it say 
Congress must first pass an enabling law. So in 
effect, the people's initiative is a hostage, a 
prisoner of Congress. “This is the true intent of 
the framers of the 1987 Constitution,” Espina. 
said. “Inutil pala itong people's initiative! Hin- 
dipala talagang para sa tao ito. 


From aviation to nursing 


THE PREVIOUS COLUMN PIECE “MAYDAY! 
Mayday! for the aviation industry" tried to bring 
to the fore the brain drain in the aviation industry, 
which is becoming more acute because of foreign 
recruiters’ poaching expedition in the country. It 
is so easy for poachers to entice our highly trained 
aviation experts with high pay because the for- 
eign aviation industry did not have to invest in 
Jong and expensive training. 

"That is what the locals are complaining about. 
It takes 10 years and more than P10 million in 
training investment to produce an airline captain, 
Aviation engineers aren't simply plucked out of 
n aviation school, their sills are honed over the 
years. Now they are being snapped up faster than. 
the local industry can produce their replacement. 

Thad spoken with very worried industry play- 
ers who wanted to see some kind of moratorium 
on recruitment. But who can le 
person's right to seek higher pay? Doctors- 
furned-nurses as well as educators might soon 
become a vanishing breed as they leave in droves. 
‘And now aviation experts who are sorely needed 
locally are flying away to seek bluer skies. Some 
are even shifting to nursing. 

Here are some letters from those who know 
first-hand whats ailing the aviation industry. 
They give us another view of whats on the 
ground and in the sky. 

From Luchi Lopez: "PAL pilots, including cabin 
crew are not happy with their jobs, and that is 
why they are leaving. It is as simple as that. Since 
Lucio Tan took over, the pilots have been demor- 
alized, degraded, most especially after losing 
their union, and treated like jeepney drivers. 
Mind you, that is exactly what Mr. Tan said some 
time ago, 'Bakit laki sueldo driver lang naman 
(Why the big pay when they're just drivers)?" 

"Domestic cabin crew are transferring not only 
because of the big pay difference but also because 
PAL now retires even the newly hired who turn 35 
years old (just when you are starting your life). As 
of now, around 120 cabin crew in PALs interna- 
tional and domestic flights are taking up nursing 
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on their free time just so they can have a better fu- 
ture... 

“Tes getting harder to recruit cabin crew (for 
the country’s airlines) because other airlines pay 
as much as $3,000 a month as compared to PALs 
basic salary of P10,000 in domestic flights." 

From Victor Edgar M. Carrillo II, president and 
CEO of Asian Aeronautics Services, an aircraft 
maintenance and repair facility and service 
provider based in Manila and Clark in Pampanga: 
We are not spared from this brain drain... We 
spent so much time, money and effort to train our 
mechanics and technicians only to suffer their loss 
to overseas work. Should this exodus continue un- 
abated, I can only paint a bleak picture of our avia- 
tion industry in the next few years. The industry is 
virtually going into a nosedive and may soon crash 
ifnot given support by our goverment. 

"While your article focused more on our local 
airlines and service providers, we who compose 
the general aviation sector ofthe aviation industry 
share the same sentiments... General Aviation 
(GenAv) is largely concentrated at the Manila Do- 
mestic Airport and international airports in the 
country, GenAv includes corporate aircraft owners 
and operators, air taxi and charter companies, air- 
craft dealers and distributors, maintenance and re- 
pair facilities, aeronautical’ and flying schools, 
avionics shops, freight forwarding companies who 
own and operate cargo aircraft and small air cargo 
operators who daily fly farm-to-market produce. 

“all of the above players in GenAv are in so 
many ways vital contributors to the economic 
growth of our country. We are a nation of 7,100. 
Tands and our mission is to provide fast and safe 


transportation of people, tourists and cargo... 
‘And we who are directly involved in aircraft 
maintenance and repair have to ensure and keep 
our planes flying safely at all times, 

“Just imagine the time when no more highly 
skilled airmen are available. The economy would 
further suffer and decline drastically, We were 
numero uno in Asia and the Pacific way back in 
the "70s and ’80s... Many foreign airlines sent 
their pilots, mechanics and air traffic controllers 
totrain in the Philippines..." 

But the letter from Eunice Lacson paints a dif- 
ferent picture of the "fight" of aviation personnel 
to distant skies: “I am a graduate of PATTS Col- 
lege of Aeronautics and have been working for 
nearly four years. My fiancé, who also graduated 
from PATTS, finished BS in Avionics Technology. 
‘Thank goodness, he was off recently to Singapore 
to work as aircraft technician/technical planner 
for Singapore Airlines Engineering Co, Sad to say, 
many from my batch have no work until this 
time. I can feel their frustration and agony. The 
airlines here won't hire them because they lack 
experience, they're new graduates, etc. 

“Every year, hundreds—from airline mechan- 
ics, engineers to airline personnel—graduate 
from PATTS. They are very eager to get jobs in our 
domestic airlines but they are rejected again and 
again. 1 know this because my fiancé and I had 
once been through that. I know someone who fin- 
ished an engineering course in my school and 
who had a hard time landing a job, so he took up 
another course. And you can guess it's nursing. 
He told me that he might get lucky this time. 

(Flying nurses, anyone?) 

“So airline executives here really can't blame 
these individuals if their talents are leaving... 
There's a new trend now. International airlines 
are very willing to train people because this is a 
good investment for them. I am writing so that 
the airline executives may know. 

Again, Mayday!Mayday! 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


Overheard at Barangay Bansot 


"HELLO? KAPITAN CALABASA PLEASE." 

“Asec Apog! How are you, Sir?" 

"ts nice here in the hotel, but we can't wear 
our uniforms anymore. Media,” 

“How may be of service, Sir?" 

“How are our signatures? Plenty-plenty?" 

“Quota exceeded, Sir!” 

"Very good! Did you send it to Chairman 
Ayos?" 

“We sent it to Mayor Matacao who sent it to 
Governor Guiguisain.” 

“Ah. And the signatures, how did you kwan so 
they would ano?" 

"Easy! The health workers went around and 
said if you don’t like Ma'am, sign; if you like Gov- 
‘ernor, sign; if you like Mayor, sign; if you want to 
stay healthy, sign... But Sir, the kwan that you 
sent for alam mo na..." 

“Yes?” 

"Ies not enough, so if you got my request..." 

“What request?" 

“Uh, for you know, ‘yung dagdag, yung 
dagdag..." 

"we will send extra alam mo na so you can 
kwan your ano." 

“Thank you, Sir. See, I already booked our fam- 
ilys flight to Hong Kong Disneyland." 

"Madame says it’s very nice, but very small. 
Anyway, listen. Singaw ng Bayan..." 

"What? Bayan? Aren't they the enemy?" 

“No, no, nol Not that Bayan, Our Bayan, Sin- 
gaw ng Bayan. They want to schedule some spon- 
taneous demonstrations.” 

“What? Demonstrations? Aren't they forbid- 
den?” 

"No, it’s one of ours, so it's perfectly legal. Sec- 
retary Sipsip has okayed the spontaneous demon- 
strations and Pll fax you the schedule. Make sure 
you organize well so there's a good turnout.” 

“Yes, Sir! But we have some problems." 

“what?” 

“Well, Sir, here in Bansót, there's some confu- 
sion because we report to Mayor Matacao but 
Governor Guiguisain says we're not supposed to 
talk to Congressman Garapal.” 

"We will handle that. The governor's organiza- 
tion is on Cloud 9 and Madame will keep it that 
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way. Just let us know if Senator Inutil makes an 
appearance in your area, OK?" 

Yes, Sir!” 

“Good.” 

"Sir, can Laska question?" 

“What?” 

“My fellow kapitans have a concern. The lifting 
of term limits applies only to mayors, governors, 
and congressmen. What about us?” 

"Don't worry about that. There's a separate law 
covering you guys. Once we fix things, we can 
change all the laws we want.” 

“Very good, Sir! Our local Kalokohang Baran- 
gay had a good meeting with Usec Uhaw yester- 
day, They already know how to organize to show 
the spontaneous dedication of the youth." 

"Tm glad. I's very important we manage this to 
appear like it's really the voice of the people." 

"By the way, Sir, there are people dropping by 
the barangay hall asking questions. 

“Like what?” 

“Well, what are we proposing exactly?" 

“Tell them we are obeying the will of the peo- 
ple. They want an end to politicking.” 

“No more politics? We will be out of a job? But 
you said 

"Nol It's like this, We want an end to the bicker- 
ing and the gridlock, We want genuine change. 
Just say that. Thats all you have to say.” 

"So mo to bickering through no elections? 
Change by keeping our officials where they are? 
No more politicking because we will control ev- 
erything? 

“Are you a destabilizer, Kapitan Calabasa?” 

“what? No, Sir!” 

“Then stop thinking. Stick to the message we're 
giving you. Just say we are listening to the people 


who want no more political noise and genuine 
change!” 

"But there are those who disagree. They want 
usto organize a series of barangay debates." 

“No debates! No discussions! No rallies!” 

“But what about the political noise? There's a 
household that complained about the band and 
the motorcade being too noisy the last time.” 

“Shut up! 1 want you to instruct everyone to 
tune in to Rabies ng Bayan so they know what the 
message of the week is, OK?" 

“But, Sir, we tried that. Some of the staff said 
ies like all the other political noise.” 

"Thar is not noise! That is information!” 

"T understand, Sir! Information!” 

"Good. But you got me thinking. Do you hon- 
estly mean to tell me there are citizens doubting 
our intentions?" 

“Unfortunately, Sir. They ask me: How can you 
be against politicking? Won't there be politics in 
parliament? How can it be for change if no one is 
going to be changed? They even ask if 'm getting 
Kwan for this ano!” 

nd what do you say?" 

"Sir, well, before I said we're for the good kind 
of politics, you know, our kind. And then I explain 
that the best change is not to change because we 
already have the best people!” 

"nd how do you handle those asking about 
your getting kwan to ano?" 

"Sir, thats easy! I tell them: Where is your 
proof? What is your evidence? Prove itin court!” 

"Good! We are always for the rule of law!” 

"Yes, Sir. cleared it with Judge Suhol first," 

“He's a good man. He understands us. He is 
still studying the charges against that local trou- 
blemaker over there?" 

"Who? Ka Inis? Yes, Sir! He's been studying the. 
case for six months now. So Superintendent Tong 
has no reason to release him." 

"Good. We have to show them who is the law!” 

"But Sir, there are lawyers asking questions. 

"What do they know about the law? Let them. 
make noise, The voice of the people is the voice of 
Ee 

“Praise Jesus!” 

“No. Praise Madame! Goodbye." 
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Passion 


"WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GROW UP?" 

When I was still young enough to be asked that question, 
my answer changed almost every time it was asked, I wanted 
to be a doctor and cure all the sick babies in the world. I 
‘wanted to be a scientist and build a rocket ship. I wanted to 
be an artist and paint murals large enough to merit a spot in 
the Guinness Book of World Records. I wanted to be a police- 
woman and rid the 
streets of crime, 

But as I grew old- 
er, 1 became less con- 
cerned with the fu- 
ture and more in- 
volved with the pre- 
sent, so 1 forgot- the 
question and my 
many childhood am- 
bitions. My career 
plans were left to 
collect dust in a dark, forgotten corner of my mind, until that. 
day early in my senior year in high school when I was faced 
with the daunting task of filling out an UPCAT application 
form. Filling in my name and other personal information was 
easy, but when I got to the part that said, “Write down your 
course choices and their corresponding course codes,” I had 
to stop. It was the same question, only phrased differently: 
“What do you want to be when you grow up?” 

‘At that moment, I realized that I did not want to be any- 
thing. So I tried a different tack and asked myself: "What do 
you want to do for the rest of your life?” 

‘The first thing that popped into my head was: write. So I 
put Journalism” as my first choice. I could not think of any- 
thing else, so I scanned the list of courses and picked out the. 
first thing I saw that had nothing to do with numbers. 

Days later, another answer to my question occurred to me: 
travel. I wanted to travel. So I covered the second box on my 
form with liquid eraser, and wrote: "BA European Lan- 
guages.” I countersigned the change, little knowing that 1 
‘was sealing my future. 

‘Months later, I was informed that I had passed the UPCAT, 
but! couldn't go into Journalism. Thad qualified for BA Euro- 
pean Languages. 

Thad the choice to go to three other schools, after also 
passing their entrance exams, and pursue a degree in mass 
communication, but I opted to send a confirmation letter to 
UP Its reputation of being the premier university in the coun- 
try and its socialized tuition cemented my decision, but there 
was also a desire to get out of my comfort zone and try some- 
thing novel and challenging, 

People were impressed when I told them that I would be 
going to UR but this would immediately give way to bewil- 
derment when I told them my course, Then they would pro- 
ceed to the next question: “What are you going to do after 
you graduate?” 

My problem was, I had absolutely no idea what to answer, 
After high school graduation, my classmates went off to vari- 
ous colleges and universities to become doctors, engineers, 
nurses, accountants,. lawyers. I went to UP to be- 
come...what? A translator? A tourist guide? A teacher? An 
ambassador? Or—horror of horrors—a bum? 

entered UP as a naive, wide-eyed freshman to face the 
dual challenge of dealing with a completely new world as 
well as a completely new language. Spanish was worlds 
apart from the English I loved, and it might as well have 
been Martian for all I cared during my first few weeks in 
college. As I struggled day in and day out with impossible 
verb conjugations, I wondered if I had made a mistake. 
Many of my block mates planned to shift to other courses, 
and for the rest of the first semester and much of the sec- 
ond, I toyed with the idea of doing the same thing. Maybe I 
could never learn Spanish. Maybe I should just stick to what 
I was good at and stop trying to turn myself into a Kasti- 
laloy. 

Before I knew it, the second semester was over, and I had 
my class cards in my hands. Surprised at how good my 
grades were, I realized why I felt so pessimistic. I had been 
Comparing my performance in English to my performance in 
Spanish, and because Ihad been studying English since [was 
a child, that was a very silly thing to do. 1 was putting limits 
to my potential by thinking that I could do only one thing 
well, while inside of me still lived the child who wanted a 
change of career every other week. As a cherished friend told 
me one time, there were many things I could do other than 
write and so much more I could offer. My course was prepar- 
ing me to let Europe know it, she added. E 

Four years later, I look back at that moment and marvel 
how following that one piece of advice had changed my life. I 
have come a long way from being a confused UP freshman. 
desperately trying to learn the Spanish subjunctive mood. 1 
‘am now living every European Language student's dream: a 
scholar in one of the best universities in Spain, finding love 
and adventure and a much-desired master's degree in the 
most beautiful place one can ever hope to find these things. 
Sometimes as I pass by Salamanca's Plaza Mayor, I pause for 
‘a second just to drink in the indescribable beauty around me, 
and I wonder what life would have been if had not decided 
to study Spanish. 

Once again, 1 find myself at a crossroads. A raaster's de- 
gree can take me anywhere, from a teaching > ^r back 
home toa research opportunity here in Europeo. itorate 
in the United States. 1 feel the same uncertainty . lelt four 
years ago, but now I lookat it not with doubt or fear but with 
the excitement of a child about to open a wonderful present. 
‘This difference in outlook is due to a piece of advice that 
made me search inside my heart and find where my passion 
lay. 

"That, ultimately is the most important thing in choosing a 
career: passion. My high school classmates went off to learn. 
how to build structures, diagnose diseases, compute assets 
and liabilities defend cases, because these are their passion. 
T went off to study languages so I could experience new cul- 
tures and new environments, and share this experience with 
others, because this is my passion. 

‘This passion is something that transcends ambition. Itis a 
consuming desire to pursue my dreams and follow a career 
path wherever it leads, regardless of the negative opinion of 
others and the challenges that lie ahead. This passion is 
something beyond the need for worldly gain. It is a continu- 
ous search for knowledge and success in a field that gives me 
an unexplainable feeling of satisfaction and achievement. 
‘And itis this passion that provided the answer to the familiar 
childhood question. 

What { wanted to be when I grew up was a contented per- 
son with absolutely no regrets. 


Younc BLoop 


Danica Salazar 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about, What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Danica Salazar, 22, graduated magna cum laude from the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines in Diliman and is now taking her mas- 
ter's degree in Teaching Spanish as a Foreign Language at the 
University of Salamanca, as a scholar of the Spanish Agency for 
International Cooperation, 
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Our useless 


and paper-thin middle class 


T READ ASUNCION DAVID MA- 
fambe's March 26 Ingumer article 
titled "Middle-class revenge." The 
last time I was in the Philippines, I 
actually had a rather interesting 
conversation with a high school 
classmate. Hes a doctor now, 
based in Chicago. We both 
thought that the middle class 
thats left in the Philippines is now 
so paper-thin since the Filipino 
middle class is now abroad. 

1 think there's something like 2 
million (perhaps more) Filipinos 
here in the United States. 1 could 
be wrong. But there are millions of 
Filipinos all over the planet, part 
óf the diaspora. 1 think not all of 
them would qualify as part of that 
middle class in countries where 
they work—the domestics, for in- 
stance, But certainly, their being 
abroad has lifted their conditions 
backin the Philippines. 

-1 really feel sorry for the way 
things are going in the country. 
Were all waiting for Godot it 
séems. By the looks of it, he's not 
coming—perhaps, not any time 
soon. Though I do think that what 
the country needs is not a new 


president, or new politicians, or 
new government leaders. 

Our “leadership caste" is for all 
intents and purposes like a head 
cut off from the body. Our leaders 
don't do anything anymore for or- 
dinary Filipinos, who survive and 
even thrive despite—not because 
oftheir government and their 
leaders. For ordinary Filipinos, 
their leaders could all go to hell 
and the country would still work. 
‘The problem is, the leaders insist 
on dragging everyone down. 

‘The more I think about it, the 
more I am seriously convinced 
that what is going to change that 
place and what we are all really 
waiting for is something like a 
"lightning rod"—can't think of a 
better term, sorry. But what I 
mean is a focal point of inspira- 
tion, someone or something that 
will fire everyone up, draw the 
collective spirit, will and inspira- 
tion of every single man, woman 
and child, and channel ail of that 
into something that will move ev- 
eryone to believe in himself or 
herself. 

1 pray almost every day for that. 


I used to pray that God would 
send a leader who would help 
transform the place, ala Mahathir 
Mohamad. Now I pray that God 
would raise someone, anyone, 
who would inspire, arouse and 
perhaps even inflame everyone to 
pick himself or herself up and just 
do whatever needs to be done; al- 
so, someone who will be com- 
pletely selfless and whose only 
"selfish" motive would, perhaps, 
be to leave a lasting legacy of 
good, and be remembered by 
grateful Filipinos for thousands of 
generations. 

‘We don't need leaders. They're a 
dime a dozen, and the present crop 
we have—even the young ones, 
sadly—leave much to be desired. 
What we need over there is some- 
oneto fire everyone up, and I mean 
everyone, Catholics, Protestants, 
Muslims, atheists, agnostics, the 
rich, the poor, the middle class, the 
intelligentsia, the squatters. Every- 
one. I'm rather hoping God will do 
it sooner than later I still haven't 
Jost my trust, thankfully. 

— FERDINAND SANTOS, 
frss1111@yahoo.com 


Who could be a better president than GMA? 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE 
hhews story “GMA invocation of 
God angers religious leaders.” 
(PDI, 3/9/06) 

Why should religious leaders 
get angry at President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo's claim that its God's will 
that she is the President of the 
Philippines? Are they (bish- 
‘ops/priests) the only ones who 
have the right to invoke God's 
will? Are they the only ones who 
can surely know God and the truth 
to say they alone would know how 
best to address the problems of 
our country? 

Many people cannot accept 
GMA as the legitimate President 
or cannot find her leadership 
credible because of the Hello Gar- 
ci tapes, the corruption charges 
against people close to her, the 
calibrated preemptive response, 
Executive Order 464, Proclama- 
tion 1017, etc. Can we say that the 
Jews exile in Egypt and their per- 


secution by the Pharaoh, followed 
by their meanderings in the 
desert, were not the will of God? 

When Christ was angered by 
the sight of the House of God 
turned into a market place, was it 
mot the will of God that Jesus 
tumed down the vendors’ tables 
and drove them away? When Ju- 
das betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of 
silver coins, was it not the will of 
God, was it not part of the divine 
plan to save mankind from eternal 
damnation? 

Was it not the will of God that 
the plane carrying President 
Magsaysay crashed on Mt. Ma- 
nunggal? 

What kind of a leader do we 
want? A righteous, sinless and 
faultless president? Even the bish- 
ops and the priests commit si 
they have their own weaknesses. 
Why then do we blame the Presi- 
dent and administration for every 
problem we have? 


Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita was right to say, "Every- 
thing that we are in this universe 
is God's will” So, instead of re- 
lentlessly arguing about GMAs 
continued stay in office, ets pray 
for our President that she may 
govern well. 

Romans 13:1-2 says: “Everyone 
must obey state authorities be- 
cause no authority exists without 
God's permission and the existing 
authorities have been put there by 
God. Whoever opposes the exist- 
ing authority, opposes what God 
has ordered.” 

Sirach 10:4 says: "The govern- 
ment on the earth is in the hands 
of the Lord and over it he will 
raise up the right man for the 
time.” 

So who could be a better presi- 
dent for now? 

B. CABALLERO, 
corner Moles and Santos Streets, 
Tangub, Bacolod City 


Marcos’ ‘Yes’ campaign all over again in GMA's ‘train’ 


THE PEOPLES INITIATIVE FOR 
Charter change is reminiscent of 
the "Yes" campaign of the Marcos 
regime, which gave the 1973 Con- 
stitution a semblance of having 
been ratified by the people. Like in. 
the Marcos campaign, govern- 
ment resources and machinery 
have been used and are still being 
used for the “people's initiative.” 
Marcos’ “Yes” campaign had 


IN Qui DAILY 


NQUIRER. 


participants in barangay assem- 
blies raise their hands (in answer 
to some questions) purportedly to 
show that they approved of the 
Marcos Constitution. The “peo- 
ple's initiative,” which is actually 
the initiative of Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo and Jose de Venecia, also 
‘was launched in barangay assem- 
blies (although called for other 
reasons) where barangay resi- 
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dents were asked to sign a docu- 
ment calling for Charter change. 

The similarity between Marcos’ 

“Yes” campaign and Ms Arroyo's 

peoples initiative gives one a 

sense of déja vu, a feeling that the 

country is again being railroaded 

into a dictatorship. 

—MARIO Y. BOCO, 

Salcedo, Eastern Samar, 

yoa salcedoGyahoo.com 
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Some myths about 
unicameral system 


AS A FOREIGNER WITH A FlL- 
ipino family I have faithfully 
been monitoring, for the past 28 
years, the political and economic 
developments in this country. 
Many of these I often found not 
easy to understand. 

Now, there is all this hullabaloo 
about Charter change. It is 
claimed that a shift to a unicamer- 
al/federal system will solve the 
problems of polities, economy and 
especially corruption that have 
been hounding the nation. Isn't 
such a claim just a figment of the 
imagination, wishful thinking 
and, therefore, simply mislead- 
ing? 

TÉ the country's problems came 
about because the present admin- 
istration (and former administra- 
tions) is ineffective, incompetent, 
corrupt, etc., why would things 
change if the same leaders re- 
main in power to run the new sys- 
tem? 

Will Charter change automati- 
cally lead to character change? 
With Charter change, will all cor- 
rupt people apologize and return 
the bribes, kickbacks, as well as 
their “profits” from gambling and 
smuggling? A system cannot be 
corrupt, only the people. 

On the other hand, if the coun- 
try’s problems stemmed from 
causes other than inefficiency and 
corruption, why would Charter 
change be needed? And why 
should the change lead to a uni- 
cameral system specifically? None 
of the old, established and real 
democracies is unicameral. Look 
at the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Switzerland and Germany, to 
name a few. All these countries 
have two legislative cham- 
bers—usually, with one represent- 
ing the people and political par- 
ties, the other representing the 
federal states and the provinces. 

Precisely, unicameral systems 
promote and make easier the 
commission of graft and corrup- 
tion because the majority can 
push through with whatever they 
want, without a counterpart to 
“check-and-balance” it. And since 
in such a system reelection is un- 
limited, a corrupt government can 
stay in power for as long as it can 
until it will have been overthrown, 


Kloten/Switzerland, 
kurt.set.27@gmx.net 
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NAPC head sleeping on the job? 


“ERADICATING POVERTY 1S A 
Utopian dream.” Ironic that this 
statement should come from the 
person mandated to oversee the 
country’s poverty-reduction pro- 
grams (PDI, 3/29/06), a clear 

dication that the NAPC's (Nation- 
al Anti-Poverty Commission) lead 
convenor, Secretary Zamzamin 
Ampatuan, is not fit for the job. 

Tagree that it is not an easy task. 
But poverty reduction is not impos- 
sible to achieve if the government 
will only use its resources wisely 
for the right programs. Tell me how 
much public money lines the pock- 
ets of the corrupt, and I'l tell you 
why the country remains poor, 

And yet, Ampatuan did not say 
anything about the availability of 
a system already being used by 
some local governments to locate. 
who, where, why and how the 
poor are. In fact, the system has 
beén endorsed through memoran- 
da and circulars by the National 
Statistical Coordinating "Board 
(NSCB), the Department of the In- 
terior and Local Government and 
NAPC itself As usual, though, like 
the so many unfunded programs 
and initiatives dumped on local 
governments, little support, if any, 
has been provided the LGUs to im- 
plement the system. 

The Community-Based Moni- 
toring System (1) diagnoses the 
poverty at the local level; (2) de 
termines the causes of poverty; 
(3) identifies eligible beneficia- 
ries; (4) provides data for the 
crafting of appropriate targeted 
policies and programs; and (5) as- 


sesses the impact of policies and 
programs. The NAPC was envi- 
sioned to be the national reposito- 
1y of these data and, therefore, 
can be the source of data for iden- 
tifying eligible beneficiaries to tar- 
geted programs of the national 
and local government. I am just 
wondering what Ampatuan has 
been doing at the NAPC for him to 
miss this opportunity. 

‘Ampatuan and the National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority chief will have to do their 
homework. I say it is not impossi- 
ble to know “where the poorest of 
the poor” are in Metro Manila 
The City of Pasay has invested in 
CBMS, and can now track down 
the poor using the 13 core local 
poverty indicators, down to the 
household level. If that does not 
tell Neda where the poorest of the 
poor are, I don't know what will. 

T suggest that they allot some 
time to visit Cabugcayan town in 
Biliran, San Julian in Northern 
Samar, Tolosa in Leyte and other 
municipalities in Region 8 (which, 
through and in partnership with 
the Institute for Democratic Par- 
ticipation in Governance, have in- 
vested on their own in the CBMS) 
and find out for themselves the 
value of the findings generated 
out of the system. 

Then and only then, should 
they speak about what poverty re- 
ally isin this country. 

—LIZAM. VIDA, 

advocacy officer, 
Kaisampalad Inc., 
Kalsampalad@skyinet.net 


GMA's military solution to tax evasion 


PRESIDENT  MACAPAGAL-AR- 
Toyo doesn't have to threaten 
smugglers and tax cheats with 
court martial. (PDI, 3/19/06) 

All she needs to do to stop them 
from cheating the government is to 
put her foot down on agencies like 
the Bureau of Customs and Bureau. 


of Internal Revenue and demand 
their honest performance 

President Arroyo should stop 

thinking that the nation’s prob- 

lems can best be addressed by the 

military. 
—MANUELR MEJORADA, 
Pavia, Hoilo 


Lawlessness in law enforcement 


IF PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
Toyo and her gang are keen stu- 
dents of recent history, they will 
realize that the imposition of mar- 
tial rule—that is, rule by presiden- 
tial fiat under the guise of a consti- 
tutional mandate, enforced by an 
abusive military and police—will 
merely exacerbate political dis- 
sent. 

The “no rally" policy clearly vio- 
lates the right of our people to 
peaceably assemble. The sight of 
policemen beating defenseless 
men and women to prevent them 
from peacefully gathering to seek 
redress from government inaction 
or abuse is, in the words of a fa- 
mous jurist, “lawlessness in law 
enforcement." The Arroyo admin- 
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istration has become a lawless, co- 
ercive and oppressive threat to the 
civil liberties of its own citizens. 

‘Our own history teaches us that 
the protection of free speech and 
free thought depends not merely 
on a statement of law but also on 
the actions of men and women 
who defend that right. We hope 
that our writers, lawyers, workers 
and students will again rise to de- 
fend our civil liberties against the 
unconstitutional impositions of 
Ms Arroyo and her gang of ruff- 
ans. 

A coercive government, as 
Abraham Lincoln once said, does 
not long endure. 

—RICARDO MAGTIBAY, 
Naic, Cavite 
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Missing, despising Marcopper 


By Gerald Gene R. Querubin t xn REDEE the six municipalities of the 

‘Sta. Cruz, Marinduque RES province showed unity in keeping 

m Marinduque mine-free and in op- 

HEN MARIN- posing the inclusion of the San 

A Antonio Copper Project in Sta. 

Wiss Copper ; i ^ By Cruz in the list of mining priority 
g p. areas of the national govern- 

(Marcopper) stopped its a SUPER BRAND 


ment. 
operation in 1997, the B. a à x Le Juss Andr $c, | GOLD 2005 
municipality of Santa y^ “ " i ? bs 4 avid Ammons and Reda Dennis, | SUPER BRAND 
: 3 : IU: B three members of a team of 
Cruz in Matec : as " Aaa lawyers? TIG PLATINUM 2004 
came to a standstill. Sie WE oes j the province in a case filed | SUPER BRAND 
Almost 2,500 employees were x against Placer Dome at the US| GOLD 2003 
left jobless, businesses suffered ast Federal Court in Nevada, joined 
from iy sales, while some had to the commemmoration. SUPER BRAND 
close shop. Bit i 
The Marcopper mine sieis sit- : - pt te eee |, GOLD 2002 
uated at Mt. Tapian in Barangay J E province and its people. SUPER BRAND 
Kilo-kilo, 12 km away from the { The March 24 activity also| GOLD 2001. 
town proper marked the 30th anniversary of 
Municipal administrator Ruby the start of dumping of mine | SUPI 
Misi Whe Mo worked ae ^ wastes in the Calancan Bay in| G 
engineer for the mining company K Sta, Cruz and the 13th year of the 
from 1994 to 1998, said Santa collapse of the Maguilaguila Sil- | SU 
Cruz dropped from being a first- tation Dam in Mogpog, which re- G 
class municipality (average annu- sulted in a big flood that inundat- 
alincome: atleast P35 million) to ed rhe town and left behind fno 
» ual in- " i 
Mi seio man) MARCOPPER'S mining site n Sta. Cruz, Marinduque before the 1997 mine spill disaster. cinldres dead by row 
"Records showed that the mu- 
nicipal  govemment almost has since been transferred to the > www sountex com. 
reached bankruptcy as income town proper after the mining IN THE Helpi 
plunged downward instantly, company closed. elping those 
When Marcopper was still oper. Marcopper’s facilities have d- — KNOW who can’t hear well 
ating, Santa Cruz used to earn teriorated and are now unusable. ex. i 
from the income taxes of Its em- Some havebeen ransacked, while | MARCOPPER operated hear better. 1 
ployees,” Manay said. Others were left without anyone an open-pit minein ROLLER 
“Income from business estab- to maintain or managethem. Sta. Cruz, Marinduque A 
lishments fell as customers sud- "The good life that the people that produced 30,000 BALLPEN 
denly became scarce and spend- of Santa Cruz used to enjoy be- tons of copper a day. A 
ing became less,” she added. fore is nowhere to be found now” From 1964101997, 
4 i said Manay. Placer Holdings Inc. d 
Businesses thrived owned 39.9 percent of 
Venancio Yu, former president What went wrong? the company. Itis a Mrs. Alice Tan 
of the Santa Cruz Chinese Cham- On March 24, 1996, the rock Subsidiary of Placer 1 E Grandmother 
ber of Commerce and owner of around the plug in the Tapian Pit Dome, the world's 4 


oneofthe oldest grocery stores in drainage tunnel was fractured, [2rgest gold mining ^o. 
company that also pro- 
town, agreed. The plug consequently failed. QUEM jer aufi. $ 
"Since we started our grocery — Some 1.6 million cubic meters R Ld = 


4 ver. 
store in 1970, our sales peaked of tailings were released to the 


During it than f hero x 
during the 1980s up to the early 264m Makulapnit and Bose 30 yen hi oparaions, eiue c due iir 
1990s. When Marcopper closed rivers in Tapian. 


Marcopper reportedh For the carter nearest you. cal us today and we be AY 
im 1997, sales were never the Considered the country’s worst earned the equivalent Tho otiga" FREE HEARING TEST. ountex 


same,” he said. industrial pollution disaster, the of more than P40 bil ARF AQAR Te arag Ca = 
“People spent less and seldom mine tailings further polluted the ion in foreign ex- 
made purchases. Businesses, Calancan Bay and affected the change. EEO Y IRE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF AUDIOLOGY MA 
most especially in the Santa Cruz Boac, Makulapnit and. Mogpog 
publie market, became slack” rivers and their surrounding com- 
Yu, who is also a former chap- munities. eme e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 


ter president of the Marinduque The government closed the 


1 m ! 
Morion chapter of the Philippine mining site following the acci- [I] y I 
Jaycees, even said membershipin dent. I 1 
the civic group was high. Many Placer Dome Inc, which man- f] 1 
Marcopper employees joined ages Marcopper, left the country B 
since they could afford the ex- without compensating the people. l (Parking Space Available at HK SUN PLAZA, Macapagal Boulevard) ! 
penses that went with being @ According to the Marinduque Lesser 
member, he said. Council for Environment Con- m e 
1n fact, the all-women chapter cerns (Macec), at least 36 wom: the biggest motoring 
ofthe Jaycees of Marinduque, the en, children and men had died in 
Copper Queen Jaycees, was the Calancan Bay area from "mys- event of the year! 
named after Marcopper. terious" diseases. 
But when the mining site ^ The deaths were caused by 
closed, the organization's recruit- heavy metal contamination from 
mentefforts took a dive. the mine wastes scattered in the 
f area, said Myke Magalang, Macec 
Social costs executive secretary. 
Employees used to earn the “We have to run after Placer 
highest income rate in the ‘Dome Inc. and when we found 
province, Manay said. them in Nevada, USA, a civil case 
They and other Marin- was lodged in that foreign coun- 
duquefios enjoyed the use of a ry, a very expensive quest for jus- 
hospital with first-class rooms, tice,” he said. 
amenities and medical equip- y e í 
ment, and provided withthebest Black Friday = 
doctors in the province. ‘Commemorating the incident, = . 
Their medical expenses were thousands of Marinduquefios A p I [0) 6 = 0 9 2 [0] [0) 6* 
also subsidized by Marcopper. sporting black shirts and black x , 
"he employees were provided armbands converged in Boac on World Trade Genter Metro Manila , 
free housing, water and electrici- March 24 to mark the 10th an- i = P 
ty Those who wanted to stay in niversary of the infamous Boac 10AM to 10PM 
their homes outside the mining River Mining Disaster of 1996. 
community received housing al- March 24 had been dubbed 
lowance. “Black Friday" in the province af- 
Marcopper had its own ter a pastoral letter issued on 
preschool, elementary school and March 16 by Bishop Reynaldo z p] Ah eee Je 
high school, whose educational Evangelista of the hone of POR = Siore “soge. 
standards were patterned afer Boac declared a “Day of Moum- © “© Lad nm ig mem m mi Gin, SD io Gu 02 
De La Salle University. The ing, Unity and Prayer.” 
schools were among the bestin As early as 5 a.m., bells tolled Public Debuts of Production Models 
the province. inall churches, followed by Mass- 
Tuition of some 1,200 students es that recalled the huge losses Chrysler Pacifica, Honda Civic, Jeep Commander, Kia Rio, Nissan Murano, Toyota Previa, 
whose parents were working at suffered by the entire province. Mitsubishi Evo IX 
Marcopper were subsidized by In a statement, Macec said that 
the company. in the 30 years that it hosted 
The elementary and high large-scale mining projects, 


schools are still open, but present Marinduque had remained one of Ford GT, Ford Focus ST and 2.0 Durator Diesel, Isuzu Elf Hybrid truck, Mercedes-Benz 
enrollment is only 250 students the only seven fourth-class 


iho de not enjoy any fubsidy provinces in the country ranking F-Cell A-Class fuel cell car, Mitsubishi Pajero Evo, Mitsubishi Evo IX, Mitsubishi Eclipse V6, 
School administrators and facul. 14th among the — poorest Toyota TF105 Formula 1 race car 
ty members depend solely on tu- provinces in the Philippines. 
ition for salaries and school main- Magalang said that with a high 
tenance. poverty incidence of 71.9 percent, e = 

Marcopper used to have a the plight of Marinduquefios CAMPI display on automotive industry, Ford No Boundaries Off-road Experience, Mercedes- 
recreation hall, two swimming should serve as a wake-up call to Benz F-Cell demonstration and alternative energy symposia, Isuzu Elf Hybrid truck 


pools, a clubhouse, a community other provinces, lest they fall into demonstration and test drive from different car manufacturers, 
library tennis courts, squash the trap of "economic miracles" 


courts, a basketball court, and a promised by mining projects. P 
golf course that could be used by WORLDBEX SERVICES INTERNATIONAL 
employees and visitors. Show of unity 

Rizal Commercial Banking Provincial officials led by Rep. Tel: (632) 534 3615 or 534 1332 Fax: (632) 533 2026 Email 


Info@worldbex.com 
Corp, had its own branch within Edmund Reyes Jr, Gov. Car- ‘Website. wyr.warkdbex com: www.maniiaauloshow.com Entrance fee: Php. 50.00 
the vicinity of Marcopper, butthis mencita Reyes and five mayors of 
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Maliksi defiant, says he’s governor 


TRECE MARTIRES CITY—"I AM STILL THE GOV- 


ernor of Cavite." 

Embattled Cavite Gov. Erineo 
“Ayong” Maliksi declared this yes- 
terday as he spurned calls that he 
step down a day after the Court of 
Appeals ended the effectivity of 
an order that prevented his sus- 
pension from office. 

‘Amid mounting tension after 
the CA ruling, security has tight- 
ened at the capitol with two mai 
entrance doors.locked and only 
‘one door kept open. 

“Lam the governor of Cavite. I 
was the one elected as governor. 
‘The decision of the CA is just tem- 
porary,” a defiant Maliksi told re- 


Mayors study 
plan to build 
new terraces 
in Ifugao 


BAGUIO CITY—MAYORS OF 
towns that host some of the 
words centuries-old rice ter- 
races are exploring the possibility 
of developing new terraces using 
the ancient mountain irrigation 
technology of Ifugao. 

Kiangan Mayor Albert Indunan 
said he proposed expanding the ter- 
races because of a demand for big- 
ger farm areas and to produce more 
tinawon, the indigenous rice variety 
that grows only on these terraces, 

Indunan, in a press conference 
here on Wednesday, said he wanted 
‘mayors to consider the profitability of 
the ancient terraces now that the fu- 
gao provincial government has un- 
dertaken the task of restoring them. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
relinquished the function of sav- 
ing the terraces to Ifugao five 
years ago, to comply with de- 
mands of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (Unesco). 

Unesco lists the Ifugao rice ter- 
races among the world’s heritage 
sites. 


Caretaker agency 

One of the world body's pr 
scribed conditions is for the Philip- 
pine government to create a care- 
taker agency that would oversee 
the rehabilitation of the terraces. 

But Ms Arroyo abolished the 
Banaue Rice Terraces Task Force 
due to a government streamlin- 
ing policy, and devolved the task 
to the provincial government. 

Ifugao is no longer. following a 
strict timeline imposed by Unesco 
and two defunct agencies that 
drew up the master plan for the 
terraces revival, Indunan said. 

“We do not buckle down to pres- 
sure. What concerns us is that we 
can feed our people without {the 
government expecting us] to toil 
on the terraces forever" he said. 

Indunan said the municipalities 
of Ifugao were more inclined to 
provide employment and liveli- 
hood opportunities to their popu- 
lation 

Despite their tourist drawing 
power, the Ifugao terraces have 
not boosted the local economy, 
due in part to the absence of in- 
vestments and infrastructure, ac- 
cording to the Cordillera Region- 
al Development Council 


Tourism 5 

Banaue, for example, relies on 
tourism but it can only offer hos- 
tels to most foreign tourists, apart 
from the Philippine Tourism Au- 
thority’s Banaue Hotel. 

Indunen said he was still frus- 
trated by the slow pace of pro- 
moting the terraces’ restoration 
‘among the young Ifugao, 

However, the mayor said local 
government units had already drawn 
‘up ordinances or land use policies de- 
signed to protect the terraces. 

In his town, Indunan said 
barangay councils had already 
passed resolutions prohibiting 
residents from building cemeter- 
ies on terrace slopes. 

The resolutions also reduce the 
number of houses that can be 
built on top of the terraces, 

The rice terraces are clan- 
owned and have been indigenous 
family resources for centuries de- 
spite the absence of modern land 
titles. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


porters at his office. 

The ruling, released Monday 
and signed by Presiding Judge 
Ruben Reyes of the appellate 
courts First Division, allowed the 
enforcement of the Ombudsman's 
six-month suspension of Maliksi. 

‘The order stemmed from graft 
charges filed by Maliksis rival, 
Vice Gov. Johnvic Remulla, for al- 
leged irregularities in the pur- 
chase of rice worth P7.5 million 
in October 2004. 

Maliksi reiterated that he was 
innocent, 

He said he was not keen on leav- 


ing the capitol building. Neither 
would he allow a smooth transi- 
tion to Remulla as acting governor, 

He said he was ready to stay in 
his office until the courts resolve 
his case. 

“If have to stay put here, I will 
do it to fight for my rights. T will 
do everything to defend what is 
good for me and all my con- 
stituents,” the governor said. 

Maliksi had holed himself up 
inside his office for nine days af- 
ter the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government served his 
suspension order upon the re- 
quest of Victor Fernandez, the 
deputy Ombudsman for Luzon, in. 
August last year. 


Maliksi said his lawyers had al- 
ready filed a motion for reconsider- 
ation. Should the CA dump his peti- 
tion, he said he would file a motion 
for certiorari at the Supreme Court. 

Remulla offered reconciliation 
and said he was willing to meet 
with the governor. 

“What I want is normalcy at 
the capitol. I want to walk around 
and assure the employees that 
(they will not be removed from 
their work)," he said. 

Maliksi earlier accused the vice 
governor and Malacafiang of con- 
niving to influence the Ombuds- 
man decision in exchange for fa- 
vorable votes from Remullas 
brothers—Cavite Representa- 


| HOTSPOT 


|. A foreign female tourist basks in the sun on world-renowned Boracay Island. Security was brought toa 
|- higher level on the island in anticipation of the arrival of hundreds of tourists for the vacation months. 
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RP expects arrival of 3M tourists 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—THE COUNTRY EX- 
pects at least 3 million foreign 
tourists arriving this year, with 
Russia, India and other "new 
markets” as potential points of 
origin. 

"Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano based the bullish projec- 
tion on first quarter figures of his 
department, 

“This is the first time in the 
Philippine tourism history 
thatbefore the end of the first. 
quarter, we exceeded 


500,000 foreign tourists,” 
Durano told reporters here 
yesterday. 

Last year, the Philippines at- 
tracted over 2.6 million foreign. 
tourists, resulting in the direct 
employment of more than 
800,000 individuals and a P150- 
billion infusion into the economy, 
he said. 

‘With the expected increase in 
arrivals of foreign tourists this 
year, Durano said the tourism in- 
dustry could bring over P250 bil- 
lion to the cash-strapped govern- 
ment. 

"And we also expect to gener- 


ate direct employment that is al- 
most the same as that of last 
years, said Durano, who at- 
tended the closing of the first 
tourism job fair held at Water- 
front Hotel. 

The two-day event drew 107 
agencies from the private sec- 
tor and seven government of- 
fices, and over 3,000 jobseek- 
ers. 

Quoting a report of the Na- 
tional Anti-Poverty Commis- 
sion, Durano said the tourism 
industry was last years 
biggest employment genera- 
tor. 


tives Gilbert Remulla (second dis- 
trict) and Jesus Crispin Remulla 
(third district) —on the impeach- 
‘ment complaint against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo last year. 

Gilbert signed the complaint, 
but Crispin did not. 

Maliksi rejected talks _with 
Remulla. “What he says is different 
from what he does. Just like before, 
his (reconciliation offer) is just for 
media play" the governor said. 

At least 500 supporters of Ma- 
liksi trooped to the capitol 
grounds Monday. 

“We call on the governor's po- 
litical opponents to end this very 
divisive and self-serving kind of 
politics. Poor Cavitefios like us 


are adversely affected by these 
kinds of events,” said Renato 
Romero, a Maliksi follower. 

‘The scene at the capitol was rem- 
iniscent of last year’s when several 
pto-Maliksi groups put up a barri- 
cade as their leader locked himself 
up in his office for nine days. 

Remulla said he had no plans 
of ordering the dispersal of Ma- 
liksi's supporters. But he said he 
would not allow them to disrupt 
operations at the capitol. 

"While they have the right to ex- 
press themselves, they have no right. 
to prevent the people from coming 
into the capitol and transact busi- 
ness," hesaid. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
ROUNDUP 


Another militant slain 

BUTUAN CITY—Another member of the party-list group Bayan Muna was 
shot dead by unidentified men inside his house in Rosario, Agusan del Sur 
early yesterday. The victim, Lorenzo Cervantes, was sleeping when armed 
men fred at his house In Barangay Anoling at about 2 a.m., according to 
Analyn Lumawag, spokesperson of the militant human rights group Karap- 
atan-Caraga. Cervantes’ wife and children were unhurt. Lumawag said Cer- 
‘antes led the campaign against the entry of a Singaporean palm ol frm in 
Rosario town. Franklin Callguld, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Higher fees for foreigners 


DUMAGUETE CITY—The Protected 

Area Management Board (PAMB) of 

Lake Balinsasayao In Sibulan town 

in Negros Oriental is standing paton 

its decision to collect higher en- 

trance fees from forelgn tourists. It 

reatfirmed a decision to collect the 

new rates in the wake of complaints 

received by the Provincial Tourism 

Office from foreigners on the dispar- 

ity of fees imposed on local and for- 

eign visitors, Myla Abellana, provincial tourism officer, sald she received at 
least two complaints from foreigners who wanted to know why they were 
being charged P100 In entrance fees at Lake Balinsasayao and Flipinos only 
P20. Lake Balinsasayao is one of the major tourist attractions in the 
province, ‘Romy Amarado, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Revenue collection up 

BATANGAS CITY— Local revenue collections increased to P136 million in 
February, compared to the P49 milion recorded for tne same period last 
year Th latest figure was also 31 percent higher than the district's collec- 
tion goal of P104 million for the month. Arthur Castro, assistant revenue 
‘district officer, attributed the increase to the people's wlingness to pay tax- 
fs alongside with the sugar industry's continuous growth. The reformed 
Value-added tax (VAT) didnot contribute much to the take, Gastro said. Mar- 
Jon Alexander Luistro, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Kanlaon open to hikers 


BACOLOD CITY—The Mt. Kanlaon 

Natural Park will be open to 

climbers this Holy Week and. 

throughout the year, unless the. 

Philippine Institute of Volcanology 

and Seismology advises otherwise. 

Park superintendent Julie Rex 

Molavin said authorities decided to 

open Kanlaon to trekkers after the 

volcano had not shown signs of. 

restiveness since last year. Kanlaon 

has erupted at least 14 times since 1866, A permanent danger zone has. 
been designated within a 4-km radius from the volcano. On Aug. 10, 1996, 
three hikers died when the volcano spewed steam and ash. Carla Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SC rules strike illegal 

ILOILO CITY—The Supreme Court has upheld an appellate court's ruling 
that declared illegal a strike mounted by employees of the University of San 
‘Agustin here lat year. Fifteen union officers were dismissed as a result of 
the work stoppage to demand pay increases. n the last two years, Jaro 
Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, Mayor Jerry Tefias and Gov. Niel Tupas tied 
but falleg to convince university officials to reconsider their decision to ter- 
minate the union officers. Hazel Vila, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Mayor wants Senate gone 


LUCENA CITY—Mayor Ramon Tala- 
ga Jr. expressed support to planned 
Charter changes to abolish the Sen- 
ate. “Let us Just have a unicameral 
legislative body ... Anyway, most of 
the senators only make their pres- 
ence felt in diferent parts of the 
country only during elections and 
after that no more," Talaga said. He 
said the signatures that were gath- 
ered during the barangay con- 
stituent assembles fell short of the required number to support the Charter 
‘change campaign. Delfin Mallari Jr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ALIS DYAN! 
Now Nal 


Police nab kidnap suspect in hiding for 5 yrs 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA 
—Police yesterday arrested the 
alleged leader of a kidnap gang 
operating in Mindoro five 
years after he eluded authori- 
ties. 

Members of the Mimaropa 
and Calabarzon police an- 
nounced the arrest of Marlon 
Cortez, 32, alias Brandon Punza- 
Jan, a native of Baco, Oriental 
Mindoro. 

Chief Supt, Prospero Noble, 
Calabarzon police chief, said 
Cortez led a kidnapping gang 
that operated in the two Mindoro 


provinces. 

Cortez carried a reward of 
P300,000. 

Noble, in a press conference, 
said police caught up with 
Cortez in a house in Barangay 
Nueva in San Pedro, Laguna on 
Thursday. 

It had taken police two 
months to track down Cortez be- 
fore his arrest, according to No- 
ble. 

He said although the police al- 
ready had custody of Noble, they 
did not announce his arrest as op- 
erations were still under way to 


bag two other members of his 
group. 

Cortez did not resist arrest, 
said Noble. "Ies time for him to 
face the cases filed against him," 
said the police chief. 

While in hiding, police said 
Cortez was able to find work as a 
caretaker at a fighting cock farm 
in nearby Muntinlupa City. 


Wanted man 

Police said Cortez's employer 
had no idea that Cortez was a 
wanted man, 

Police said the suspect and his 


group kidnapped 5-year-old Re- 
mar Medina and his nanny in 
Calapan City on March 20, 2001 
while they were on their way to 
school 

Cortez and his gang mates, in- 
cluding two of his cousins, 
brought the victims to Baco 
town, 

‘The group demanded a PS-mil- 
lion ransom from the boy's par- 
ents who ran a small business in 
the city 

But just a day after they seized 
the victims, Cortezs parents 
learned about the kidnapping 


and went to see their son in 
Cortez's hideout. 

‘After they failed to find their 
son, the couple untied and res- 
cued Medina and his nanny from 
ahut atthe group's air. 

‘The parents of Cortez 
brought the two kidnap vic- 
tims to a nearby police sta- 
tion. 

A pursuit operation in Baco led 
to the arrest of one of Cortez's 
cousins, who allegedly served as 
alookoutofthegroup. Marlon 
Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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Thaksin names longtime friend acting PM 


BANGKOK—PRIME MINISTER he arrived at his party headquar- putpressureonthe premiertowith- world leaders would be coming set the stage for a months long 
BO saa ‘yesterday ters, day after announcing that draw fom policallfeentrely —— toThallandintwomonthsforthe process of constitutional reform, ili 
handed over his responsibilities he would step down. “Thaksin's announcement is a anniversary of the kings acces- with an interim government-run- Militants 
handed ete fiend’ and fellow Apart from his diehard sup- good start, but he only gave 25 sion to the throne, and that the ning the country unti new elec- 4 4 
Sibi officer lem than 24 porter, many in Bangkok were percent Can he give more?” country should “clean up our tions canbe organized, admit GMA 
fours after saying he would step sorry to see him depart. Sondhi told reporters, "We will house” before then. Although he did not mention 
down, (See related story in The “Tm sorry about him,” said give Thaksin another 30 daysto Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a Chu. any plans in his address Tues- | 220) Thaksin 
World, Page A21.) Jarouypom Jitreeyat, 48, a purse make sure he does what he lalongkorn University political day night, both Thaksin and the 
“Thaksin told crowds of support- boutique owner who was shop- promised todo," he added. scientist, called Thaksin's deci- political opposition have spo- | ACTIVIST LEADERS YESTER- 
ersoutsidehis Thai Rak Thai (Thais ping at a downtown department uei a.i sion a result of “royal involve- ken of creating a special assem- .| day said President Ma 
love Thais) party headquarters store. "He gave many things to King's involvement ment without intervention.” bly that would amend the con- | gaLAmoyo would never do a 
that he would notstay oninacare- the Thai people, like technology _ Thaksin's critics staged weeks R stitution—essentially to weak- | Thaksin. ip iii 
taker role but let Deputy Prime and new projects, and he also of street protests demanding he New parliament en the powers of the prime mi Phe Beper Ah 
Minister Chitchai Wannasathit be- helped the poor." resign for abusing his power, “Everyone wants to come to the ister. see: Dead ae 
come acting prime minister. With Thaksins resignation, while his political rivals boycotted June celebration with grace and Once the new parliament con- | the e ein eM een 
me acting prime minis nave to however, Jarouyporn wes opt early elections held on Sunday dignity We don't want to have venes, Thaksin has said that pro- | different because the Ta 
e e tec aa we or. misc thet the political turmoil thatwereseenasareferendumon protessinthestreets"heseid. cess could take up to 15 months | premier had “a sense of 
‘ward, I want to rest now. Ihave will subside. the premiers leadershi Despite Thaksins announce: before new elections, which the | Self sacrifice fr the greater 
Sppointed Chitehai to do my Others like Ruja Thepnarumit ‘The opposiio’s rejection of ment, itisunclear when hewould opposition says itis readytojoin. | good” vin 
Wk from now on. I need to was happy to see Thaksin go. “I compromise and a strong protest actually leave the post he has Even a lengthy period of politi- “May kahihiyan (He has a. 
rest, Thaksin said. don't like him,” said the 35-year- vote in the polls, mainly in Bangkok held since 2001. cal reforms under a caretaker | sense of shame)" Baya 
‘Chitchal, 59, who was recently old office worker. “He exploited andthesouthofthecounty,further John Brandon, director of in- goveramentwaspreferable tothe | secretary general Renato 
appointed to oversee security af- his power for his own benefit” undermined Thaksin temtional relations at the Asia unpredictable standoff that had | Reyes Jt sald of Thaksin în a 
ipod to mee eee he Te surprise resignation on late Butitwas only after a meeting Foundation, said theprimeminis- gripped Thalandforewomonths, | statement 
fm ser Thenwosudedt. Tuesday followed weekend pols with King Bhumibol Adulyadej ters decision did lite to resolve said Kiarphong Noijaiboon, a vice | (But) PARTE 
Dre minie United Staes and that would havelikely seen Thaksin that Thaksin finally announced theimmediatehyurdlesto forming chair ofthe Federation ofThailn- | thinks Gloria Met 
Boch joined the Royal Thai Police returned to office, but with signifi- he intended to quit. (See storyon a new parliament, after the elec: dustries. Tiu sei, hay xuight 
department where Chitchai rose to candy less support than he had PageA17.) A a a ur Mer de paliene cU | ioi up Droed 
senior positions. C des landed him a land. ‘Thaksin mentioned the king voteleft39 districts with nolect- venes, political reforms can move acne Ma ek 
Since he is not a member of slide election victory a year ago. several times in his remarks late ed representative. forward,” Kiatphong said. “It will very high among the values 
parliament, he is unlikely to re- | Tuesday, suggesting a possible "I think its an important step be much easier for the opposition TE pest Row 
main in the job after the body Insider trading royal intervention to halt the spi- to help resolve the crisis," he said parties to run in the new election | said Mao 
meets to name Thaksin's succes- Thepremierhadcomeunderin- raling political crisis as the of Thaksin's resignation. "The to make sure Thai democracy Bayan chair Carol Araullo 
so creasing pressure to quit since Jan- monarch prepares to celebrate next big step is how (to resolve) works properly.” said Ms Arroyo's refusal to 
"Thaksin was the second Thai ary when public anger erupted his 60th year on the throne. what happened with the results Pn dom haat tie Oppo: 
leader to step down under pressure over his family’s $1.9-bilion ta- — 'Asthecsébratonforthekingis ofthe current election” Still popular Se eM k PR 
Md pes decade and a half but feesale ofits 49.6-percentsakein approaching, he has no choice But All 500 seats mustbe filed for When new elections are held, | with onl erent 
this time without bloodshed. Shin Corp, the telecom giant to step aside to allow the reconcili- parliament to convene. The Elec- nothing stops Thaksin from Sa | onal usus tan RCE hes 
PE a ai ators Thaksin founded before entering ation proces to begin now” said tion Commission plans by.ele ing a new bid to lead Thailand, piscis on 
against a military strongman office,toaSingaporestatefirm.  Panitan Wattanayagom, a visiting tions on April 23, and will re noted Panitan Wattanayagorn, survey results ehow that 
were gunned down before the Critics allege the sale involved professor of international relations open the nomination process for visiting professor of international people are becoming more 
Xing stepped in to end the fight- insider trading and complain a key at Johns Hopkins University those seats in hopes of attracting relatus at Johns Hopkins Uni- | open toward aie 
ing and usher in aperiod ofstable national asset is now in a foreign The former telecoms tycoon said new candidates. ae tional ansat. This i aot tha 
democracy. govemmenes hands. Thaksin also ima 10-minute televised live state- In most of Bangkok, where «That remains to be seen be- fault of the people or the an- 
Opponents of Thaksin wel- has been accused of stifling the me- ment thathe would notseekthepre- protest ballots outnumbered cause he is still very much popu- ti-Arroyo movement. This is 
conei his sudden announcement dia and mishandling a Muslim in- miership after a new parliament votes for Thaksin's party, resi- lar But he ha mid wes. | the result of the President 
thar he would step down nan ef. surgencyinsouthem Thailand that convenssoutofrespectfortheking, dents found themselves stuck cre M degiimacy" after the | shutting down all constitu- 
fortto reunite a nation divided by flared under his rule. “My reason for not accepting with representatives that à ma- -strong protest ag” Mor meo 
Usus iind : A 1 strong protest vote in Bangkok | tional avenues for her re- 
protests. “Thaksin's critics hailed his immi- the post of prime minister is be- jority of them opposed. > aL” Araullo said 
ted : and southern Thailand, Panitan | moval,” Araullo said in a 
x saying itwas a vic- cause this year is an auspicious The Election Commission has iq statement. 
Diehard supporters tory for their cause, while local me- year for the king,” a somber look- said it may not release final results Lei " She added: “If people re- 
Bur supporters of Thaksin, who diacalldhisresgnatonplansare- ing Thaksin told stunned party until the end of the week, but a Tot Thai Rak Thai Pary | sort to extra-constitutional 
enjoys strong support in rural areas lit, with some newspapers urging officials and supporters, includ- partial count gave Thaksin 54 per- edis ied xxl Sau We eve ou MEAS. 
in part because Of his generousso- protesters to now ‘abandon their ing his family. vent, with more than two-thirds of Pest-financed political pary in | T» to blame. The people 
cial welfare and economic assis- campaign against the premier. Sr beg all Thais to sacrifice for constituencies reporting. Thailand, and is likely to remain | AP Pcie all avaiable le 
tance programs, were visibly upset. But one protest leader, media ty- the king.” Thaksin said he would zu so as long at the billionaire for. | i Pens to 
ers wee vabi upe coon Sondilimthongki sad an- remain a member of parliament Constitutional reform mer telecoms tycoon remains At | Se» her removal from pow- 
thousands of supporters, many t-Thaksin demonstrators would and leader ofthe Thai Rak Thai. Thaksin's decision to step tehelm. ReportsfromARAFP | ors p 
tossing red roses and weeping as again rally on Friday, this time to Thaksin said that scores of down despite his apparent win and Reuters 


She cited the quashing of 
the impeachment complaint. 


Thai king is ‘Strength of the Land,’ ‘Incomparable Power’ zzz 


controversial issuances such 
From page Al keep moving while the anthem In 1973, after riots broke outat Thailand was transformed by an as EO 464, PP 1017 and the | 
er, photographer and yachts- plays. a Bangkok University, he asked a economicexplosion and then suf | calibrated preemptive re- 
manis regarded. His steady hand has seen him  primeministerandhishenchman fered the agony of financial col- | sponse policy—all aimed, 
His picture hangs in every taxi, outlast 20 prime ministers,-15 to leave the country in a bid to lapse. she said, at taking away the 
office and shop. Before every constitutions and at least as halt a rising tide of social disor- ‘As industrial change and a con- constitutional means to re- 
film, audiences stand in cinemas many coups, and despite carv- der They obeyed. sumer culture engulfed the na- | move Ms Arroyo from Mala- 
topayhim homage while pictures ing out a position of strict neu- ji. tion, he advocated the ancient | cañang. 
of the king flash across the trality in politics he has occa- Military crackdown Buddhist values of self-sufficien- "She (Ms Arroyo) is addicted 
screen. sionally intervened to spectacu- In 1992, he called the then cy and moderation. to power Her lust and thirst for 
People stop and stand to pay lar effect. prime minister, General Suchinda — . Away from his official duties, | power is etemal,” the militant. 
respect to the king, even on sub- 5 » Kraprayoon,tohispalaceandhu- King Bhumibol has taken an in- fisherfolk group Pamalakaya 
‘way platforms during rush hour, Royal intervention miliated him on television for or- terest in a range of development | said in its own statement. 
way platforms dS hem i Rivals to Thaksin had hoped dering a bloody military crack- projects across the country. He | , Pamalakaya said a popu- 
3 tved twice a day on radio and. for similar royal intervention to down on demonstrations against was particularly passionate about | lar revolt wi the only op- 
AA television. end the latest political standoff, his government. developing a flood-control sys- | tion left to those who want 
LONGEST-REIGNING monarc "When the mass transit system but it was unclear exactly what ‘The prime minister resigned. tem to limit the annual inunda- Ms Arroyo out of Mala- 
"aiKinpBhumibolAduadei opened, ithad to receivea special role the monarch played in infu- — Inthelareryearsofhisreignin don of some of the poorest areas | cafiang. BlancheS. Rivera 
on his 60th year. se order that allowed the trains to encing the premier's decision. the 1980sand’90s, largely rural ofthe capital, Bangkok. AFP 


New York Times slams GMA in editorial: Dark Days for RP Democracy 


From page Al presidential vote-rigging and in- with her discredited predecessor, cussing her vote totals with an threat that others disputed. Since threatened with sedition charges. 
when they overthrew the Marcos timidation of critical journalists. Joseph Estrada. In those days, election commissioner while then she has been intensifying No Philippine government has 
dictatorship two decades ago. Unless the Philippine Congress Mrs. Arroyo, a professional ballots were still being counted. pressure on a wide range of polit made such effors to muzzle the 
‘Unfornimately, President Glo- andcourts find waystoreininher economist, was seen as an She survived an impeachment ical critics and especially on the press since the Marcos era. 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo has com. increasingly authoritarian ten- earnest reformer, She won fur- attempt over that incident. Bur PU Government officials have “President Bush has repeatedly 
pletely los touch with the ideals dencies, democracy itself may be ther credit by pledging not to rum she was forced to send her hus. warned news outlets that they hailed Mrs. Arroyo as an impor- 
that inspired that 1986 “people in danger. foranewsicyeartermin 2004. band into exile over charges will be held to restrictive new tant ally against international ter- 
power" movernent. danger not the outcome  -But then she changed her that he took bribes from gam- guidelines the justice secretary  rorism. He now needs to warn her 
"Mrs. Arroyo is no Ferdinand people expected five years ago mind, and her style of govem- bling syndicates talks darkly about a journalistic that by undermining a hard-won 
Marcos, at least not yet, But this when Mrs. Arroyo, then the vice mentaswell.Hernarrow reclec- “Earlier this year she briefly de- watch list, and the staff members democracy she is making her 
Misimereformerissevivingbad president, was swept into power tion victory became tainted af- clared a state of emergency in re- ofa well-known center for inves- country far more vulnerable to 
Sais of crony corruption, On a wave of popular discontent ter a tape revealed her dis- sponse to allegations of a coup tigarive journalism have been terrorist pressures.” 


No Bhumibol to tell GMA it’s time to go 


From page Al alcrisis,astandoffinademocrat- ago. In recognizing that holding The honesty of the election was Thaksin's party) failed to get the the opposition will have to con- 
Vened to avert a constitutional ic political system, from which on to power against the back- notan issue in the Thai snap polis 20 percent of votes needed to tend with Thai Rak Thai party 
THsis—the first time since 1992, Ms. Arroyo has not extricated ground of the boycott vote that in contrast to the poll rigging issue qualify for seats in parliament. parliamentary majority. 
when protests in Bangkok against herself. Blocks formation of a new gov- which is at the root of the political Under Thai election laws, elec- E 
a military regime turned violent, Despite the differences in the ernment within 30 days, Thaksin unrest and resignation demands in tions are not completed unless all Alternative leader 
killing scores of people. dynamics of the Philippine and implicitly conceded that a pro- Manila. So, we must have to em- the 500 parliamentary seats are Indeed, as caretaker, Thaksin iş 
‘The king received Thaksin af- Thai democratic political sys- longed constitutional crisis pro- phasize this contrast. filled. A new parliament cannot considering a new leadership from 
ter he shelved prior to the snap tems, Ms Arroyo cannot escape voked by the boycott vote, would E form a government and elect a his outgoing Cabinet key men, in- 
election am appeal by leaders of thequestionofhow muchlonger make Thailand ungovernable Empty victory prime minister without meeting  dicating continuing control of gov- 
the political opposition for royal can she fend off pressures in dif- and would make it difficult for Thaksin's apparent election this requirement. ernment by his party. There is 
intervention to persuade Thaksin ferent forms—including street- him to govern effectively. victory, in terms of majorities in Before a new parliament can therefore a viable alternative after 
to step down, although the Thai produced resignation demands, - Popular vote and parliamentary convene to form a new govern- Thaksin, in contrast to the Philip- 
press has not yet published what coup conspiracies and legislative ‘Threshold of shame’ Feats, was an empty victory be- ment by-elections must be held pine crisis where a viable alterna: 
went on in this meeting. Codbsomonst her before she This realization could have cause ofthe boycott vote. Indeed, on April 23 in at least 39 con- tive to Ms, Arroyo ifshe is ousted or 
Royal intervention constitutes considers stepping down. marked Thaksin’sthresholdofpain these majorities ensured the re- stituencies where there was fail- she resigns is not in sight, leaving a 
onetitaimaickeyconficrresoW. ^ The question has acquired and could have prompted him to turn of his government and the ure to meet the minimum Ape PON iine ‘The Thais have 
ing institutions, not available to Fil- acute urgency in the wake of quit. But Ms. Arroyo's Threshold dominance of Thaksin's party in cent. The election commission used their electoral system to covey 
ipinos who go othe Supreme Court Thaksin's resignation after being seemshigherandhardertobreach, parliament. Thai Rak Thai candi- has ‘announced opposition candi- flanks after they made a big leap of 
ipinos who goro dhe Supreme Q00L beleaguered “the past three ifwegobyhersuccessin repealing dates ran unopposed inmostcon- dates can run in the by-election, leadership change with the resig; 
crisis, which was resolved in favor of months by people power demon- all efforts to oust her. ‘stituencies. Based on the results although it is uncertain they will nation of Thaksin. 
Ms. Arroyo's accession to the presi-  strations in Bangkok. 5 the main opposition parties have participate. R 
dency. Thaksin indicated Wa the In announeing his resignation, Honest polls not issue been pep from parliament. E ‘opposition’s boycott cam. Leapinthe dark 
country did not need an intensified Thaksin accepted that continuing Far from resolving the crisis of — These ‘majorities, however, paign was a success in that it The Filipinos have not provid: 
political crisis as preparations were in office would trigger prolonged the Thaksin government, spatked came unstuck when results in caused the exit of Thaksin, which ed the safety net for themselves 
under way for the celebration of the unrest despite his claim that his by a corruption scandal ‘and accu- Bangkok and the south, was the main objective of the against disruptive and chaotic 
Gbth anniversary of the eign of the Thai Rak Thai party had won $7 sations of abuse of power the snap__ strongholds of the three-party op- demonstrations. leadership change in the event of 
revered King Bhumibol. percent ofthe vote and areduced election results opened the gates of position coalition, show that in ‘Thaksin stays as caretaker um. Ms. Arroyo's departure, They stili 
Mu tete fall Thaksin had majority in parliament down a messy constiwional gridlock 38 constituencies out of atotal of Ul parliament. conde and have to get their act together to 
been embroiled in a constitution- from his landslide majority a year posed by the boycott vote. 500, candidates (mostly from elects a new prime minister, But avoid a leap in the dark, 
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, TAKE ALL?!! 


B eing away from the Philippines has made me míss'It so much more, and I've realized that having a Manila condo would be perfect for my regular 
visits back home. With so many hi-rise developments coming up in the city, from the biggest real estate giants to even smaller, lesser developers, 
it's so difficult to make a decision. All of them pretty much show you the same thing: a dazzling model unit, packed with all the bells and whistles, 
foaded with the most luxurious furniture, and designed by some famous interior decorator, What they don't tell you is that come turnover time, 

you get keys to a home that's nothing more than an empty shell! 


But as soon as | discovered Century Properties, the choice was clear! 

With their very impressive hi-rise residences: South of Market or SoMa 

(at the Bonifacio Global City) and Soho Central (across Shangri-La Plaza Mall) 
each and every unit comes Fully Fitted and Stylishly Furnished by the same 
design team behind their award-winning Essensa East Forbes at the Fort! 


BUY GNE UNIT AND 
KE ALL THESE FOR 
SOUTH of MARKET 


Pa 1 
REE! 


Le 9/7] i Dining Room Set FREE 

| {Tr P Bathroom Fixtures FREE 
. kl | 

me Ay, P 


* S p Kitchen Showcase FREE 
ar Airconditioning FREE 

vt p PE Sony Flatscreen TV with DVD FREE 
à f; Sw | Entertainment Center FREE 
kay | mz Ze Bedroom Setup FREE 

As low as P3M or P 18,000/month As low as P 2M or %,800/month Sofa and Coffee Table FREE 
Model units at 6th Flr. Pacific Star Building, Model units at Ground Floor, Washing Machine FREE 


Buendia cor. Makati Avenue, Makati City Edsa Central Mall, Mandaluyong City Refrigerator and Microwave FREE 


Cooktop and Range Hood FREE 
"Century Properties has been creating the most exceptional 
developments for as long as I’ve been performing on-stage. P So no more expensive interior design bills, 
With twenty years of visionary real estate anda level no more time wasted looking for appliances 
of service above and beyond all expectations. and furniture. No more moving-in worries. 


Century is my choice. Make it yours too” No more disappointments. 


Martin Nievera 


Q CENTURY PROPERTIES GROUP 


We see things a century ahead. 
call 818-9025 | 893-7050 ortext 0915-700-2000 


www.soma.com.ph www.sohocentral.com.ph 
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No number coding for summer 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


STARTING TODAY, MOTORISTS CAN 
take their cars out on any road in the 
metropolis this summer—anytime of 
the day any day of the week—except 
in Makati City. 

The Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
opment Authority (MMDA) an- 
nounced yesterday that it is lifting 
the implementation of the Unified 
Vehicle Volume Reduction Program 


(UVVRP) until June 2. The an- 
nouncement came after 16 of the 17 
Metro mayors signed the resolution 
calling for the lifting of the number 
coding scheme because of the fewer 
cars on the road during summer. 
“Majority of the mayors signed 
the resolution so its already ap- 
proved. Number coding would be 
lifted until classes resume,” said 
MMDA Traffic Operations Center Ex- 
ecutive Director Angelito Vergel de 


Only Makati's Jejomar Binay did 
mot sign the resolution as he said 
that the school break would have no 
effect on the volume of traffic in the 
financial district. Muntinlupa Mayor 
Jaime Fresnedi was one of the last to 
sign the resolution. 

Fresnedi said he approved the lift- 
ing of the UVVRP in the city even 
though work had already begun on 
the rehabilitation of the Alabang 
Viaduct and South Luzon Express- 


“Lifting the scheme in other cities 
would be pointless if it has not been 
suspended in other districts," he told 
the Inquirer in a phone interview. 

Fresnedi said alternate routes 
have already been mapped out for 
motorists, especially those who 
would pass through the Alabang in- 
terchange. 

“The Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. and the city's traffic 
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Drive you EARNS) 


10% down payment os ali Ford modis, ; 
stretched payment terms of up tot 


6 years or 7 2 months. 


This dream can only come true with BPI! 


Simply text AUTO<space>your full name<space>your landline number<space>city or province — 
example: "AUTO MANNY GOMEZ 8456777 Makati City" and send it to 0917-89100-00. Pf 


‘Owning your dream car is as easy as this: 


D 4 


10% | 


sDownpayment*| 
Focus1.6MT Ẹ 79,900 E 
Ranger 4x2 MT ! 
Everest 4x2 MT 


Model 


91,500 
106,500 


111,900 
179,500. | 
299,900 


Escape 4x2 AT | 


$ Explorer 4x2 AT 
f Expedition AT 


For more information, call the Auto Loans Direct Marketing Hotline at 845-6777 
during office hours or 89-100 (24/7). You may also visit any BPI or BPI Family 
Savings Bank branch, Express Banking Center or any Ford Showroom near you. 


* Prices do not include cost of freight to Visayas and Mindanao. 
For DT-NCR Permit No. 0600 Series of 2006, See iyers for details. Promo period: March 22 to April 30, 2006. 
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Attraction to the MAX. 
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By Tina G. Santos 


‘THE POLICE HAVE FILED QUALI- 
fied theft charges against the 15 
men who were caught with 
P250,000 worth of jet fuel al- 

» legedly stolen from a boat carry- 
ing Petron oil products. 

Charged before the Marila Re- 


Woman 
trapped 
in burning 
house dies 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A 24YEAR-OLD PREGNANT 
woman was killed after a two- 
hour fire swept through a crowd- 
ed community in Taguig City 
shortly after midnight yesterday. 

Ginna Dehomo, who was six 
months pregnant, died after she 
was trapped inside her burning 

house at the PNR Site in Baran- 
gay Western Bicutan, FO1 Agusto 

* Bantawan told the Inquirer. 

Bantawan said the fire started 
at Dehomo' house at 12:43 a.m. 

t yésterday 

`. The blaze broke out near the 

bor, trapping the victim inside 
her house. 


Possible sources 

„Quoting witnesses, Bantawan 
said the fire could have been 
cáused by an unattended stove or 
a gas leak. 
. Witnesses said they heard an 
explosion before they saw fire 
eating up the victim's house. 

The fire was put out at 2 a.m. 
after it reached the fifth alarm. 

‘Twenty-nine houses and PLS 
million worth of property was de- 
stroyed in the incident which left 
40 families homeless. 


Not quick enough 

‘The blaze spread quickly be- 
cause the houses were made of 
light materials, said Bantawan. 

But victims blamed the fire- 
men, saying they did not immedi- 
ately respond to their call for 
help. At least 17 fire trucks went 
to the scene of the fire yesterday. 


gional Trial Court were Arturo 
Salazat, Noel Pontejos, Amold 
Bertolano, Rex Ramos, Exurey 
Edizer Diaz, George Bejelica, 
Reggie Malan, Pepito Cawaling, 
Danilo Gomez, Joven Malutao 
and Nenito Padon. The 11 were 
on board the M/T Dorothy Dos, a 
tanker authorized to carry fuel 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


METRO se 
15 suspects in aviation fuel pilferage charged 


from Petron. Also charged were 
four men who worked as crew for 
FB Banoy identified as Tiburcio 
Labonite, Alfredo Inutan, Victor 
Borago and Romeo Alvarez. 

The charges were filed by oper- 
atives from the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Group who ar- 


rested the 15 suspects in Manila 
Bay last Saturday. 

The suspects were caught in 
the act of stealing fuel from 
Petron which has long been com- 
plaining to the police about the 
theft of its products along the 
Bataan-Manila route. 

When the police boarded the 


THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006 


FBBanoy, they found 29drumsor grave abuse of confidence” be- 
6,000 liters of Jet A-1 fuel worth cause as officers and employees 
P250,000. of a marine vessel which had 
‘Authorities said the boat was been hired by Petron, they had 
mot authorized to carry Petron oil’ free access to the fuel. 
products. No bail was recommended for 
Assistant City Prosecutor Den- the M/T Dorothy Dos crew while 
nis Morales said the crew of the a P40,000 bail was set for each of 
MT Dorothy Dos had “acted with the FB Banoy's four-man crew. 


COURTING LADY LUCK 


L 


Residents of Barangay Tejeros, Makati City while away the hours by playing bingo out on the street. 


Win points 
for garbage 
in unique 
beauty tilt 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


‘THE TAGUIG CITY GOVERNMENT 
yesterday launched the search for 
“Ginang Kalikasan” a contest 
where contestants will not be 
judged by their looks but by the 
beauty of their surroundings and 
the amount of garbage they will be 
able to collect. 

The competition, which is be- 
ing spearheaded by Mayor Fred- 
die Tinga’s wife, Kaye, is in line 
with the city governments 
greening and waste segregation 
program. 

"This is a one-of-its-kind 
beauty contest where a candi- 
Pp detes victory will depend on 
7 "d how well she and her neighbors 

P s strive to advance environmental 
Caf ?| | protection in their barangay,” 
-asi City Hall said in a statement. 
|. — To win, the contenders—22 
JOAN BONDOC housewives from the city’s 18 


barangays—would have to col- 
lect garbage in their neighbor- 


Cops seek help in slay with suspects’ sketches | zem 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE MAKATI POLICE YESTER- 
day asked the public for help in 
catching the three men who 
killed a former barangay ka- 
gawad (barangay council mem- 
ber) last week. 

Makati Police District chief Se- 
nior Supt. Marietto Valerio re- 
leased the artist's sketches of the 
three alleged suspects in the 
shooting of Edilmar Pancipane, a 


former kagawad of Barangay 
Rizal. “We have not yet identified 
the suspects. People might recog- 
nize them and lead us to identify- 
ing the suspects.. That's our pur- 
pose in releasing the sketches,” 
Valerio said yesterday. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay 
earlier ordered a manhunt for the 
alleged killers of Pancipane, his 
political ally and personal friend. 

Pancipane was shot to death by 
three men on March 29 on H. 


Santos Street, Barangay Tejeros 
in Makati City. 

One suspect was at least 30 
years old, around 5'10" in height, 
medium built, with his cropped 
curly hair hidden under a base- 
ball cap, witnesses said. 

The second was also at least 30 
years old, 5'9" in height, stocky 
and round cheeks. The third was 
at least 20 years old, of medium 
built and with bangs. 

Valerio said those who have 


No number coding for summer 


bureau have come up witha plan 
to mitigate inconveniences that 
the rehabilitation might bring 
about to motorists,” he added. 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
earlier proposed the lifting of the 
UVVRP as studies showed a 30 
percent decrease in vehicular 
Volume on roads leading to 
school zones during the summer 
break. 

The two-month suspension 
would be the longest period that 
the  numbercoding scheme 
would not be implemented in the 
metropolis. 

Under the UVVRR cars stay off 
the road on certain days of the 
week based on the last digit of 
their plate number. 


STARTING today until June 2, motorists can freely drive their cars anywhere in the Metro, except in Makati. 


FORMER PRESIDENT ERAR 
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada and Sen. 
Panfilo “Ping” Lacson will soon 
be indicted for espionage in the 
United States, according to a re- 
liable source in government. 
The three will be charged 
along with former Federal Bu- 
„| „reau of Investigation agent Lean- 
ro Aragoncillo and former Se- 
z. nior Supt. Michael Ray Aquino. 
l- Both Aragoncillo and Aquino are 
f now detained in the United 
|, States, awaiting trial. 
[Espionage in the United States 
‘carries the maximum penalty of 
zz death, according to my source. 
"The FBI traced the money trai 
that started from Erap, Jinggoy 
and Lacson and ended up at the 
doorstep of Aragoncillo, the 
source sad. 

‘Aquino acted as the conduit 

“between the three and the former 
Filipino FBI agent. 

In short, money was paid to 
Aragoncillo to obtain vital infor- 
mation about US policies in rela- 
tion to the Philippines. 

Extraditing the ousted CI 
Executive and the two senators 


ARGET | 


Ramon i» 
TH hs 
will become a ticklish issue. 

The US-Philippine extradi- 
tion treaty provides that a citi- 
zen of either party cannot be 
extradited if the penalty for a 
crime he’s charged with is 
death. 

Sn epee armas 
death penalty, Erap and the two 
senators can’t be extradited, 
according to my lawyer friend, 
citing the case of Rod Strunk 
who's charged with murdering 
his wife, actress Nida Blanca. 

The US government will also 
have to wait for Erap to be ac- 
quitted of the plunder case 
against him. And if the former 
President gets convicted, he 
will have to serve out his term. 
before the US government can 
ask for his extradition. 


ON EN 
T E. É 


Tn the case of Senators Lacson 


Erap, Ping and Jinggoy face indictment in US 


and Estrada, they can't be extra- 
dited as long as they are “sitting 
senators” according to my 
lawyer-friend. 

But if they go to the US after 
they are indicted in absentia, 
they will be promptly arrested. In 
short, Ping and Jinggoy can't go 
to the US while the espionage 
case against them is pending. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno has ordered the relief of 
two officers of the Criminal In- 
vestigation and Detection 
Group (CIDG) from customs 
duties after they were linked to 
extortion activities at the piers. 

The officers have the ranks 
of superintendent (lieutenant 
colonel in the military) and 
chiefinspector (major). 

Although this column didn't 
name them, the two officers 
were allegedly involved in 
shaking down importers who 
were transporting cargo from 
the piers. For each container 
van, the officers charged 
P10,000. 

Puno said the CIDG has no 
business apprehending cargo 


being taken out of the piers as 
that is the job of the Bureau of 
Customs. The CIDG's job, the 
interior secretary said, is to 
monitor outgoing cargoes, not 
apprehend them. 

Puno was irked by reports 
that one of the sacked officers 
was using his name to extort 
money from importers. 

Cell phone thieves and robbers 
are having a heyday at the ex- 
pense of innocent citizens. The 
latest victim of these criminals 
was a former student of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines (Dili- 
man) who was shot dead when 
she refused to hand over her cell 
phone during a holdup of an FX 
taxi. 

Authorities can stop cell phone 
theft and robbery by closing 
down stores and pawnshops that 
buy and sell cellular phones of 
dubious origin. Most second- 
hand cell phones sold in stores 
and pawnshopsare stolen. 

Davao City has practically 
stopped cell phone holdups. Vigi- 
lantes execute the perpetrators, 
regardless of their age. 


DII 


ed junk shops. 

The title will go to the candi- 
any information about the sus- date who would be able to raise. 
pects can call up his office at the biggest amount of money 
8435851 or City Hall at from recycled garbage. Money 
8701000. generated by the pageant would 

‘The police had said that Panci- be used to fund cleaning and 
pane’s death may either beacase greening activities in the win- 
of political rivalry or mistaken ner's barangay. 
identity. A candidate who will be able 

The former barangay official to raise P5,000 from recyclable 
had been recommended to take garbage would be entitled to 20 
the place of Salvador Torrente, percent of the amount. The 
who was also killed in a shooting coronation night will be held in 
last year. May. 


MeTROBRIEFS 
Digging stopped in Pasig 


‘THE POLICE yesterday stopped digging up a swamp after they failed to find 
the body of a man allegedly killed by illegal drug mart operators in Pasig City. 
“The police had already gone beyond 10 feet and had created a hole with a di- 
ameter of over 15 feet before giving up the search for a certain "Bernardo. 
According to a state witness, there was an order to kill Bernardo and to bury 
his body in the swamp at the back of the compound in Sitio Mapayapa, 
Barangay Sto, Tomas, Pasig. The compound housed over 40 shanties being 
used as shabu dens. Yesterday, however, Biliardo Torres, who claimed he 
was Bernardo, showed up at GMA-7's news program to deny the story. Anti 
legal Drugs Special Operations Task Force special operations unit Il deputy 
director Chief Insp. Ismael Fajardo, however, said they would stil verify the 
man's claim. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


3 alleged cell phone thieves nabbed 


THREE alleged cell phone thieves were arrested 


Wicca ty yet’ woran, vnum 
e they were trying to sell a stolen cell phone to, 
< City police chief Supt. Virgilio Espija identified 
lye the suspects as Michael Tinio, Benito de Vera 
&& 


and Rodrigo Abobos. They were arrested inside 
a house in Barangay 175, Camarin, Caloocan. A 
day before their arrest, they allegedly robbed Gi- 
an Carlo Ruiz, a resident of Hillcrest Village, of his Nokia 3310 cell phone 
and P700 in cash. Yesterday, one of the suspects tried to sell the phone to 
Mercy Ruiz, unaware that she was the victim's aunt. " recognized the cell 
phone so | pretended to be interested," the elder Ruiz said. When a check 
of the SIM card confirmed that it was the one which her nephew had lost, 
she called up barangay officials who immediately arrested the three men. 
Nancy C. Carvajal 


Traders killed in ambush 
TWO Bulacan-based businessmen were killed in an ambush after attend- 
inga court hearing in Prafiaqua City before noon yesterday. Victorio de- 
los Reyes, 40 and Danilo Eifa, 51, were declared dead on arrival at the 
Parañaque Medical Center, sald city police chief Supt. Ronald Estils. 
Initial investigation showed the two were on board a car near Dr. A. San- 
tos Avenue (formerly Sucat Road) when three men fired upon the vehi- 
cle. Delos Reyes and Elfa were hit while their lawyer, Ruel Asobar, was 
unhurt. The unidentfed killers, whom witnesses described as "young- 
looking" and about 5'4 to 5'Sin height, escaped. Witnesses said they 
saw the suspects standing in front of a bakeshop at the corner of Sucat 
Road and San Antonio Avenue before the shooting occurred. The vic- 
tims, Estilles said, had just come from the Parañaque City Hall to attend a 
hearing of tha case filed against Delos Reyes by his former lawyer for 
nonpayment of legal fees. Eia had testified at the hearing. The police sald 
a land dispute could atso be a motive behind the killing. The victims’ bod- 
jes were brought to the Philippine National Police Crime Laboratory for 
autopsy. 

Jocelyn R. Uy 


Vemma product launch on April 8 

AGS Marketing Corp., the exclusive distributor of Vemma products In 
the country, wil hold à product launch on April B tthe Legend Vilas Ho- 
tel on Pioneer Street, Mandaluyong City. Guest speakers from Japan, Tal- 
wan, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the United States wili talk about 
Vemma products and the firm's nutritional wellness program. Those who 
are interested may also call 6873016, 6873018 or 0918-7931863 or e- 
mall josy@aigsph.com or promo@aigsph com. 
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INDONESIAN workers march toward the presidential palace during 


KETENAGA KERJAAN 


‘amass rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 5- 


Thaksin may 
be down, but 
regime still alive 


THAKSIN SHINAWATRA MAY BE DOWN, BUT 
he is not out yet, He may step aside, but his 
regime is alive and kicking. 

‘After his audience with His Majesty the 
King on Tuesday, Thaksin surprised the coun- 
try by announcing he would step aside and 
‘would not seek the post of prime minister in 
the next government. 

Thaksin also made it clear that he would 
not wash his hands off polities as he would 
serve as an MP and continue as leader of his 
Thai Rak Thai Party. 

Former Democrat Party leader Chuan Leekpai 
noted, "Thaksin's decision to step aside does not 
help the democratic process move on. Nobody is 
certain when Parliament will have all 500 MPs. 
Moreover, the Thaksin regime is still alive. 

"We should not be alarmed or happy with his 
decision to step aside because we have to see 
whether the Thaksin regime is still around or not. 
Ifhe is gone, but the practices of Thaksin remain 
in place then evils in our society will continue. 

“These include tax avoidance, budget allo- 
cation to constituencies that vote Thai Rak 
Thai and dominance over independent insti- 
tutions. It will be dangerous to the country if 
the Thaksin regime fortifies its roots.” 

‘The April 2 election, which was boycotted by 
the opposition parties, tumed out to be a refer- 
endum on Thaksin. The Thai Rak Thai garnered 
about 16 million votes, but there were 10 mil- 
lion votes of "abstai"—Á mo" votes against 
‘Thaksin and his party. The number of spoiled 
ballots almost reached 2 million. This indicated 
that, unlike the previous two elections, Thaksin 
failed to win a mandate this time. 

Calls for Thaksin to resign unconditionally 
from politics began about three months ago, im- 
mediately after his family’s tax free sale of Shin 
Corp. to Temasek Holdings of Singapore for 
3173.3 billion. Thaksin's political fortunes have 
‘quickly tumbled. The People's Alliance for Democ- 
racy staged a series of rallies to expose the alleged. 
corruption, nepotism, and abuse of power. Aca- 
demics, students, the middle dass and en- 
trepreneurs joined the anti-Thaksin rallies, forcing 
the former telecom tycoon to dissolve Parliament. 

But this did not satisfy urban voters who de- 
manded that Thaksin leave the political scene 
completely. They made their voices heard at the 
polls on Sunday, stunning the Thai Rak Thai Party. 

‘Thaksin has been making a series of tactical 
retreats, which culminated with Tuesday's an- 
nouncement. 

‘Thaksin told his Cabinet on Tuesday that he 
had to step aside temporarily otherwise people. 
‘would make such an issue of his presence that it 
‘would be impossible to convene Parliament. 

Still, Thalsin yesterday signaled another 
retreat by moving out of Government House 
and appointing Chidchai Wannasathid, first 
deputy prime minister, to run the government 
during the transition period. 

Now, Thaksin has really backed off in order 
to make a comeback. During this time, ac- 
cording to a political source, he will rest and 
travel to find some fresh ideas. 

‘After the political reform process is com- 
pleted, he can make a comeback. Then he will 
write a second chapter of The Thaksin Era. 

‘The Nation/Asia News Network 
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Thousands protest labor 


law change in Indonesia 


JAKARIA—THOUSANDS OF INDONESIANS 
rallied across the world's fourth-most-populous. 
country on Wednesday to protest against a par- 
liamentary move to revise employment laws. 

Employers have complained that Indonesia's 
2003 labour bill gave workers so many benefits 
and so much freedom to organise and strike 
that it dealt a blow to the country's economic 
competitiveness and its attractiveness to in- 
vestors. 

The 2003 bill was a product of the country’s 
first democratic parliament after the 1998 fall 
of autocratic President Suharto. Suharto had 
kept unions on a tight leash, but the business 
community says the new law went too far the 
other way. 

‘The current parliament, elected in 2004, 
plans to amend the bill to give employers more 
flexibility, curb strikes and soften regulations on 


severance payment for dismissed workers. 

‘Trade unions argue the revisions ignore the 
plight of workers and have vowed to keep 
protesting to pressure parliament into leaving 
thelaw unchanged. 

On Wednesday around 10,000 workers 
marched on major streets in Jakarta, creating 
traffic congestion and blocking the capital's spe- 
cial lanes for public transport. 

One slogan on the banners unfurled by the 
protesters, who included bank employees and 
‘workers at foreign-owned factories, read: “Hey, 
businessmen and leaders who have the hearts 
of devils, cancel those revisions.” The protesters 
also passed out pamphlets saying the revisions 
could allow “employers to fire workers without 
reason.” The march stopped in front of Vice 
President Jusuf Kallas office and a small group 
of protesters was allowed to meet him. 


...""D 


President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was 
ona trip outside Jakarta. p 

“We want to find a good solution for the 
workers and the business world in Indonesia. 
We do not intend to pressure the workers and 
make their lives difficult,” Kalla told reporters 
after the meeting. 

But rally leaders were not satisfied with their 
meeting. j 

"Up until now, there has been no firm státe- 
ment. We will only say we are satisfied if the. 
government pulls back the proposed revisions," 
said Abdul Gani, a union leader from the indus- 
trial city of Tangerang. 

Similar rallies with thousands of participants 
were staged in at least five other cities in In- 
donesia, including on the industrial island of 
Batam, near Singapore, where protesters show- 
ered a government office with rocks. Reuters 


Koizumi becomes 3rd longest serving premier 


TOKYO—JUNICHIRO KOIZUMI ON WED- 
nesday became Japan's third longest-serving 
premier since World War II, presiding over an 
economic recovery but letting relations dete- 
riorate with Asian neighbors. 

Koizumi, whose flamboyant style has broken 
the mold of Japanese politics, has been prime 
minister for 1,806 days, the same amount of 
time as Yasuhiro Nakasone who served from 
1982 to 1987. He will surpass him Thursday 

"The reason why a mediocre person like me 
could manage to do the prime ministers job so 
long is because of the cooperation of the 
Japanese people and luck,” Koizumi told re- 
porters in his trademark tongue-in-cheek humor. 

Koizumi, 64, took office in April 2001 and 
plans to retire in September, despite remaining 
popular and winning a landslide in last years 


office monopoly and shake up the world's sec- 
ond-largest economy. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe, a fron- 
trunner to be the next premier, said Tuesday that 
Xoizumis long tenure “must be a result of offer- 
ing clear policy objectives and explaining them 
to people in a plain language.” But the Yomiuri 
Shimbun, Japan's bestselling daily, questioned 
whether Koizumi should get credit for the econo- 
my, which a slew of data show to be rebounding 
from more than a decade of zero or negative 
growth. 

“Ts true the economy recovered in the past 
five years of the Koizumi cabinet. But is it the re- 
sult of reform?" asked a Yomiuri editorial, which 
credited efforts by the private sector. 

The Yomiuri faulted Koizumi for his annual 
pilgrimage to Yasukuni shrine, which honors 


na has refused dialogue with Koizumi due to the 
shrine, which it considers a symbol of militarism. 

"The prime ministers obsession with the pil- 
grimage to Yasukuni shrine has led to worsening 
relationships with China and South Korea. As a 
result, Japan cannot operate a strategic Asian 
diplomacy" the newspaper said. 

Koizumi, with his distinctive mane of salt-and- 
pepper hair and passion for music, has succeed- 
ed in casting himself as unbothered at upsetting 
traditional bases of his Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty—from post offices to the construction indus- 


my 

“He showed an attitude that he is ready to 
wage war against his own party for the sake of 
long-awaited political and economic reform,” 
said Harumi Arima, a political analyst who used 
to be a secretary for an LDP lower house mem- 


election he cast as a battle to break up the post 


scales. 


Missing link’ 
fossil shows how 
animals moved 
from sea to land 


PARIS—IN THE BEGINNING, 
there was the sea... and little 
by little, the fish in the sea 
moved on to the land, evolving 
into the myriad species of ani- 
mals that have lived, eaten or 
been eaten, fought and died on 
terra firma for more than 300 
million years. 

But when did these extraordi- 
nary events take place? And how 
id they happen? How did fish 
develop the ability to support the 
weight of their body out of water 
and to move around on land? 

The answers, say American 
paleontologists, lie in astonish- 
ingly derailed fossils that have 
been coaxed out of ancient rock 
just a thousand kilometers from 
the North Pole. 

There, buried in river sedi- 
ments on Ellesmere Island in 
Canada's Nunavut, the team un- 
earthed the preserved remains of primeval era known as the Devo- 
what is described as the “missing 
evolutionary link" berween fish 
and tetrapods, the four-footed 
animals that emerged from wa- 


ter 

“The newly-discovered species, 
dubbed Tiktaalik roseae, looks 
superficially like a crocodile, with 
skull around 20 cm long. 

Its fattened body, which prob- 
ably grew to a length of between 
1.25 and 2.75 meters, was cov- 
ered in diamond-shaped bony 


Ttis like a fish, with its primi- 


tive jaw and fins, but has a tetra- 
pod neck and ribs. 

"What is generating the most 
excitement are joints in the fish's 
pectoral fins, which have bones 
that compare to the upper arm, 
forearm and primitive pars of 
the hand of land-living animals. 

“Most of the major joints of 
the fin are functional in this fish,” 
said Neil Shubin, a professor of 
organismal biology at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago and co-leader 
of the expedition, whose findings 
appear on Thursday in Nature, 
the British science weekly. 

"The shoulder, elbow and 
even parts of the wrist are al- 
ready there and working in ways 
similar to the earliest land-living 
animals.” The sediment in which 
Tikaalik was found has been 
dated to around 375 million 
years ago, in the swampy 


nian. 

At that time, what is now 
frigid Arctic Canada had a balmy, 
sub-tropical climate, for it was 
part of a mega-continent that 
straddled the equator 

Shubin believes that Tiktza- 
likes size and shape indicates that 
it was fitted for living in small 
streams in a delta system—an 
environment that probably en- 
couraged the fish to venture into 
shallow water or even make for- 
ays onto land in search of food or 
shelter from predators. AFP 


Japanese war dead including war criminals. Chi- ber 


AFP KOIZUMI 


Muslim scholars call for end 
to boycott of Danish products 


DUBAI—A GROUP OF PROMINENT MUSLIM 
scholars has called for ending a boycott on a 
Danish food products company over the pub- 
lication in Denmark of derogatory cartoons of 
the Prophet Muhammad. 

Ina statement issued over the weekend, 
the International Conference for the Sup- 
port of the Final Prophet, made up of influ- 
ential Muslim scholars including Youssef 
al-Qaradawi of Egypt and Salman al Awda, 
a Saudi cleric, advised that the company, 
Arla Foods, “should be withdrawn from the 
boycott on Denmark" in recognition of the 
company's efforts at reaching out to the 
Muslim world. 

Arla placed full-page ads in major Arab 
newspapers last week condemning the car- 
toons as an insult to Islam, a move that was 
criticized in Denmark while it was ap- 
plauded in some Middle Eastern coun- 
tries. 

“We made the decision to make this 
statement because we really believe that 
you shouldn't insult people's religions,” 


said Jan Petersen, regional director for‘Ar- 
la Foods Middle East. "As a company we 
have been caught in the middle of some- 
thing that nobody could have ever expect- 
ed.” 

Arla's dairy products, which disap- 
peared from store shelves when the boy- 
cott began in early February, reappeared in 
some stores in Dubai, Saudi Arabia and 
other Persian Gulf countries on Tuesday, 
according to regional distributors. 

“We are extremely pleased about this sit 
uation,” said Thomas May, the Danish con- 
sul general in Dubai. “Taking product com- 
panies as hostages has never been a solu- 
tion. I am glad to see that things are gét- 
ting back to normal.” May said the resolu- 
tion was the product of weeks of dialogue 
between Danish representatives and busi- 
nessmen and Muslim leaders. 

But many retailers in Dubai and neigh- 
boring emirates said they intended to keep. 
Danish goods, including Arla’s, off their 
shelves. New York Times News Service 


Yo-Yo Ma seeks easier visa rules 


WASHINGTON—RENOWNED — CHINESE- 
American cellist Yo-Yo Ma joined the roiling 
debate on US immigration Tuesday, testifying 
before a congressional committee about the 
harm of increasingly strict entry regulations 
on international artists. 

The French-born musician testified Tues- 
day before the House of Representatives" 
Government Reform Committee about how 
delays in visa processing hurts artists visit- 
ing from overseas. 

"I'm 50 years old. I've played the cello for 
46 years. Of the last 30 years of being a pro- 
fessional musician, I've spent the equivalent 
of 20 on the road,” Ma told the House Gov- 
ernmental Reform Committee. 

“Music and travel are constants for me," 
he said. "In my mind, they stem from the 
same fundamentally human sources: an ea- 


Iraq court charges Saddam with genocide vs Kurds 


BAGHDAD—THE IRAQI COURT TRY- 
ing Saddam Hussein announced Tues- 
day that it had charged him with geno- 
cide, saying he had sought to annihilate 
the Kurdish people in 1988, when the 
military killed at least 50,000 Kurdish 
civilians and destroyed 2,000 villages. 

"The case is the first against Saddam to 
address the large-scale human rights vio- 
Jations committed during his decades in 
power, the same acts the Bush adminis- 
tration has publicized in explaining the 
US invasion of Iraq. 

‘Six other defendants also face charges. 
Saddam is already being tried for the t 
ture and killings of 148 men and boys in 
the Shiite village of Dujail. 

Since the United Nations adopted the 
genocide convention In 1948, very few 
courts have charged defendants with 


genocide, the attempt to annihilate an 
ethnic, religious, national or political 
group in whole or in part. 

Convictions have been handed down 
in the tribunals for Rwanda and Yu- 
goslavia. This is the first time that a Mid- 
dle Eastern ruler has been charged with 
it 

“it was during this campaign that 
thousands of women, children and men 
were buried in mass graves in many loca- 
tions,” Raid Juhi, the chief judge of the 
Iraqi High Tribunals investigative court, 
said ata news conference. 

Juhi said it would be up to other judges 
to decide when the genocide trial against 
Saddam would stan, and whether it 
would overlap with the Dujail case. 

The court defines the bloody Anfal 
campaign as eight military operations in 


SADDAM m 


1988 in the Kurdish homeland of north- 
em Iraq. Families who escaped death 
squads or were allowed to live were 


forced to relocate into the hinterlands or 
in neighboring countries. The Kurds tried 
to fight back, but Saddam used chemical 
weapons. 

Juhi said the court had gathered 
enough evidence, like documents and 
mass graves, to prosecute the defendants 
in the deaths of at least 50,000 civilians. 
Kurdish officals and human rights advo- 
cates said the death toll had been much 
higher. They also said the Anfal campaign 
began years earlier, with other massacres 
and forced migrations. 

‘All parties agree that at the very least, 
hundreds of thousands were arrested, 
tortured, relocated or killed. 

All seven defendants are charged with 
crimes against humanity and war crimes 
related to an internal armed conflict. New 
York Times News Service 


gerness to explore new territory and a pas- 
sion for learning.” z 

But Ma, who is the artistic director of the 
non-profit “Silk Road Project,” a multicul- 
tural collaboration drawing on the talents 
of leading international artists, said stricter 
travel rules have made it difficult to get for- 
eign performers into the United States. 

He said increasingly international artists 
have been unable to obtain a visa in time for 
cultural performances and events. 

"The barriers to bringing these musicians, 
these cultural guides, to the US have be- 
come extraordinarily high,” he said. 

“We ... have found it increasingly diffi- 
cult to facilitate this cultural exchange, be- 
cause of high financial costs, uncertain 
timelines, and countless logistical hur- 
dles," he said. APP 
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US Homeland Security 


IASHINGTON—THE DEPUTY PRESS SECRE- d bat Sw ides pu pe 
^ v E v : i tementsaid. 
‘tary for the US Department of Homeland Security d erem, ‘question that Doyle 
Shas been arrested in a sex sting operation on j, E em that he was having these. 
:éharges of trying to seduce someone he believed [ eat on pier 
“to be a 14-year-old girl, Polk County Sheriff Grady AES. gil? Judd ajy z 
B i 3 : at stands outtomethe most. ME 
‘Judd said on Tuesday. " in this particular case was the fact 
^ MITT that Brian, on his first conversation. 
` Brian Doyle, 55, faces 23 charges took him into custody and served a with our undercover detective, 
tin Polk County, Florida, related to search warrant," Judd said in an in- p- whohebelievedtobea 14year-old [a 
‘use ofa computer to seducea child terview on CNN. girl, clearly identified himselfasa f 
and transmitting harmful material The statement said Doyle on deputy press secretary for Home- 
to a minor, Judd said in a state- March 12 contacted a 14-year-old ¥ land Security” Judd told CNN. 
ment. girl whose profile was posted on “If he would provide that kind of 
Doyle was taken into custody at the Internet and initiated asexually DOYLE information to include a photo- 
his home in Silver Spring, Mary- explicit conversation. The “git” ET ‘ graph of himself with his identifica ii; 
land, outside Washington, on Tues- was actually an undercover Polk the “girl” and had explicit sexual on tags, who else may he be talk- F 
day evening while he was on the County detective. conversations in online chats with pne to around the world who he COSMIC DUST 
Fey Ce Sndercover detectives, In subsequent conversations, “her” the statement said. Wis m be a Hydai giro Nese's Hubble Space ‘Telescope photographed dense knots of dust 
Judd said. Doyle gave the undercover detec- According to the statement, judd said. and gas in our Milky Way Galaxy. This: cosmic dust isa concentration. 
ie deis on his computer com- tive his office phone number and Doyle also had sexually explicit `" The sheriff said Doyle already of elements that are responsible for the formation of stars. w 
municating with the undercover his governmentissued cell phone paar faces 23 felony counts in the state 
Tuning win lieved to bea mumberThestarementaleged:ar "cive posing as a child on his of- h alked 
decane shoe nied kc anit Tecan ae Senpai hore eal etn now de Jesus may have walked on 
knocked on his door in Maryland, tosend pornographic movie clips to Many of the conversations with 
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says that Jesus walked on water, could have led to ice formation on 


but a Florida uni fessor the Sea of Galilee. 
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Ges closed 3.05 percent higher on “The Stock Exchange of Thailand The immediate reaction in the Board of Trade business group. Tuusculous  explanation—he Mediterranean Sea's surface tem- 
‘Wednesday amid hopes that Pre- (SET) composite index jumped markets and among commentators “Thai businesses also feel greatly Waited on a floating piece ofie. peratures and statistical models to 
Tir Thalein Shinawatre’ssurprise 22.74 points to 768.07 and the has been largely positive although relieved and we think thet con- " professor Doron Nof also theo- examine the dynamics of the Sea 
resignation announcement would bluechip SET 50 index gained considerable uncertainties remain, semel confidence could rebound ized in the early 1990s that of Galilee, which Israelis know 
end the country’s prolonged politi- 18.37 points to 536.94. thot least as to how the country isto very soon if the democratic system  Moses'sparungoftheRedSeahad now as! Lake Kinneret. 
cal crisis, dealers said. Thaksin, having defied opposi- be govemed pending the conven- works more smoothly fm now solid science behind i "The study found that a period 
They said investors took heart ton protests and demands he re; inpofgeriame HE Sp Not, a professor of oceanogra- of cooler temperatures in the 
sep o ing with sign for several months, shocked "it is a good sam, creating a HessidThaksinsdersionwould phy ar Florida State Univesity area bewera 1 500 and 2,600 
Caution in the pasttwomonthsdue everyone lare Tuesday when he clearer picture in the eyes of in- pave the way for opposition parties aid on Tuesday that his study years ago could have included 
fo the deadlock over the leadership said he would step down following _vestors and will restore their conf- to join a new cabinet to move for- found an unusual combination of the decades in which Jesus 
St Thaisin, who is accused of abuse a brief meeting with revered King dence in the Thai economy” said ward political reforms. water and atmospheric conditions "Reiter 
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GOLF: 2006 US Masters; £ 
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quest for a fifth green jacket begins. 

Kraft Nabisco LPGA Championship; 8 a.m. (r); ES- 
PN - Take another look at the final round. 


Schedules subject to change without prior notice. 


By Ernesto Gonzales 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—THE KEY TO 
ousting the Basketball Association of the 
Philippines from the world basketball fed- 
eration (Fiba) is to prove it no longer has 
the membership and the authority to run 
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Baumann to Eala: ‘Stay 
the course’ in cage row 


the sport in the country. 

“Stay the course,” Fiba secretary general 
Patrick Baumann told the six representatives of 
the four major stakeholders yesterday during a 
meeting where he finally acknowledged their ef- 
forts to put up a new cage group to replace BAP 

"you just have to be persistent (in pursuing 
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your case),” added Baumann after he was briefed 
for the second time in the day of the general dis- 
‘enchantment with the BAP that led to the associa- 
tion's expulsion from the Philippine Olympic 

Committee las year. 
The expulsion led to a Fiba ban on all RP inter- 
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` Fiba sec-gen receptive to lifting suspension 


EALA: Ever hopeful 


Baumann to Eala: 
‘Stay the course’ 


From page A23 


national participation except in the Jones Cup in 
‘Taiwan and, hopefully, the Asian Games in Doha, 
Qatar, since the Asiad is under the jurisdiction of 
the Olympic Council of Asia, 

Earlier Baumann, accompanied by Fiba secre- 
tary general emeritus Borislav Stankovic, acted 
like a spoiled brat during a meeting with top POC 
officials led by president Jose "Peping" Cojuangco, 
insisting that the POC recommendation for a new 
‘age body did not have the approval of the fifth 
stakeholder, BAP president Joey Lina. 

‘But Baumann, a young lawyer from Switzer- 
land, was not only civil, but responsive as well, 
‘when he came face to face for the first time with 
PBA chair Ely Capacio, commissioner Noli Eala 
and PBA governor Ricky Vargas, PBL commission- 
er Chino Trinidad, Jose Capistrano Jr of the UAAP 
and Paul Supan of the NCAA. 

POC officials couldn't help but point to an earli 
er meeting by Cojuangco with International 
Olympic Committee president Joaquin Rogge as 
reason for Baumannis quick change of attitude. 

In that meeting, Rogge promised full support to 
the POCin its campaign to uphold its right to sack 
a recalcitrant national sports association, 

"While the four stakeholders failed to get imme- 
diate approval from Baumann to have their "ba- 
by” Plipinas Basketball as replacement for BAB 
Fala said the group was satisfied that the problem. 
"was laid out before Baumann. 

"He said efforts will be made to muster nation- 
wide support for Pilipinas Basketball from all 
Jeagues and organizations throughout the country 
and leave BAP worthless and without any clout. 

‘Baumann said unless the BAP is expelled from 
the Fiba, the world cage body cannot accept a re- 
placement. 

‘Atthe same time, Cojuangco said he would ask 
the Philippine Sports Commission to withdraw all 
support for the BAP and have the association va- 
cate its office at the Rizal Memorial Sports Com- 
plex. 

For his part, POC vice president Monico 
Puentevella said he would also request Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita to declare BAP as an il- 
legitimate body. 


Spring Oil, King’s 
Bakeshop prevail 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SPRING COOKING 
-Oil and King's Bakeshop took different routes. 
beating their respective rivals in the 2006 
‘Picaa Open basketball tournament at the EAC 
gym in Manila. 
+ Spring routed University of the Philippines- 
‘mighty Filter Kings, 76-60, to keep the solo 
‘lead with its third straight win in this six- 
‘team, double-round tournament sponsored 
‘by Chloe Lightings and Tomish Cafe. 
1. King’s Baekshop bested Homer Cagers, 85- 
180, in overtime behind the heroics of Rommel 
‘David, 

Former National University standout Ariel de 
‘castro scattered 18 points and two other main- 
"stays also scored in double figures for the Cook- 
‘ing Oil Masters of national shooter Nathaniel 

"Tc" Padilla and coach Efren “Yong” Garcia. 

Backing up De Castro were Rodel Manuel 
and Mario Reyes with 16 and 12 points, re 
‘spectively. 


By AIS. Mendoza 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—'STAY THE 
course.” 

‘Almost emphatically, three times Patrick 
Baumann told PBA Commissioner Noli 
Eala that on Tuesday night at the COEX In- 
tercontinental Hotel here. 

‘The youthful Baumann, the secretary 
general of the World Basketball Federation 
(Fiba), told Eala and three other basketball 
stakeholders in the Philippines he was now 
receptive to lifting the country's basketball. 
suspension “in due time.” 

Bala motored direct from the airport to 
the closed-door meeting with Baumann in 
the company of fellow basketball stake- 
holders PBL Commissioner Chino Trini- 
dad, UAAPS Jun Jun Capistrano and 
NCAAs Paul Supan. They were back- 
stopped by Ding Tanjuatco, the legal coun- 
sel of the Philippine Olympic Committee. 

"The delegation that exerted gargantuan 
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COCA-COLA'S 


Lakandula booters win 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


GAGALANGINS LAKANDULA HIGH SCHOOL 
won its first ever gold medal after its girls foot- 
ball team swept the opposition yesterday in the 
Sth Manila Youth Games atthe sunbaked Luneta 
ballpark. 

Lakandula beat Roxas de Ayala (3-0) and EG. 
Calderon (2.0) before completing its hat trick with. 
a 40 victory over Isabelo delos Reyes to claim the 
girls 12-under football tide in the week-long event. 
organized by the Manila Sports Council 

EG. Calderon notched a 1-1-1 win-loss- 
draw tally to nail second place, while Isabelo 
Delos Reyes bagged the bronze medal with a 
similar slate, 

Dapitan maintained its clutch of the overall 


Rising star Gomez joins 


PROMISING BILLIARDS PLAYER RO- 
bert Gomez Jr. will see action in the 
tough 2006 Korean 9-Ball Invitational 
set April 25. 

Businessman and sports patron Perry 
Mariano will bankroll the participation of 
Gomez in the prestigious event to give his 
ward the necessary international expo- 
sure to sharpen his skills. 

‘The 27-year-old Gomez, a veteran of 


efforts to make Baumann lift the Fibe's bas- 
ketball suspension of the Philippines in- 
cluded PBA Chair Ely Capacio and PBA 
Vice Chair Ricky Vargas of Talk 'N Text, 

‘There was a marked softening of stand 
exhibited by Baumann during his meeting 
with Eala's delegation, historic indeed for 
its sheer impact on a nation whose favorite 
pastime for more than half a century has 
been basketball. 

About six hours earlier, Baumann had 
adopted an almost unbending position 
when the Philippines pleaded its case to 
the Fiba through Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Jose Cojuangco Jr. 

"With Cojuangco were POC fist vice 
president Monico Puentevella, POC secre- 
tary general Steve Hontiveros and Tanjuat- 
‘co in the noontime meeting with Baumann 
that also included Fiba hall of famer Boris 
Stankovic, Baumann’s predecessor. 

“Just keep pursuing your process of reor- 
ganizing Philippine basketball" Baumann 


told Eala. "We are now studying all angles. 
But its really up to you to work it all out so 
that the Philippines can retum to the 
graces of Fiba. We'd love to see that happen 
in the shortest possible time.” 

He said the “fastest way really” to have 
the Philippines back in good standing with 
the Fiba is to have “Mr Joey Lina sign the 
statutes" for the creation of a new basket- 
ball association, the Pilipinas Basketball. 

Cojuangco stayed out of the first-ever 
encounter between Baumann and Eala, 
electing to wait by a table just outside the 
door of the closed-door meeting, eating 
two scoops of strawberry ice cream mid- 
way into the waitin the company of Hon- 
tiveros and Iggy Vitales, the POC presi- 
dent's chief sports ally in America. 

“I have said everything that needed to 
be said in our meeting with Baumann,” 
said Cojuangco. "I am hopeful Baumann's 
meeting with our four major stakeholders 
‘would produce positive results.” 


Eala said he was impressed with Bau- 
‘mann, who isa lawyer like him. 

"He is very young and yet, he exudes 
near-flawless confidence and a conviction 
ofa seasoned leader.” said Eala, who invit- 
ed Baumann to be the guest of honor in the 
‘Oct. 1 opening of the next PBA season. "He 
said he was honored to be invited and T 
sured him the PBA and our millions of Fil- 
ipino basketball fans will surely be delight- 
ed to see him come.” 

‘Newly elected Fiba president Bob El- 
phinston of Australia was with Baumann 
during the meeting with Eala & Co. 

“es astep in the right direction,” said El- 
phinston of the meeting between Bau- 
‘mann and Eala's group. "We in Australia, 
and of course in the Fiba as a whole, would 
want the Philippines back into the Fiba 
fold. Tm optimistic it would happen soon. 
‘The Philippines is such a very popular 
country for its distinct love affair with bas- 
Ketball” 
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Unlikely duo lifts 
Tigers past Bulls 


SG 


[A 


ly Mamaril gets hit in the head by Red Bull's Paolo 
Bugia as he attacks the hoop in last night's game. 


ERANT 


GAMES TOMORROW (Ynares Center) 
4:40 p.m.—Purefoods vs San Miguel Beer 
736 p.m.—Aaska vs Sta. Luca Really 


By June Navarro 


ON ANY GIVEN NIGHT, ANYBODY COULD 
sparkle for the Coca-Cola Tigers. 

Dennis Miranda and Will Antonio rose to the 
occasion this time around as the Tigers squeezed 
past Red Bull, 89-85, to gain a share of the lead 
with San Miguel Beer last night in the Gran 
Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Miranda tallied a career-high 21 points on sev- 
en of 10 field-goal shooting while Antonio, nor- 
mally Coca-Cola's gunslinger, ditched his offen- 
sive role for a less glamorous but still important 
duty pulling down a career-best 18 rebounds. 

“We don't have a go-to guy" said Coca-Cola. 
coach Binky Favis, seeking to become the second 
rookie coach to call the shots in the All-Star game 
to be held in Cagayan de Oro at the end of the 
month. "Thats our strength because anybody 
can shine in any game." 

"Out of nowhere, somebody will pick up [his 
game in] a [particular] department for us just 
like what Will did," he added. 

By avoiding a third straight defeat, the Tigers 
improved to 5-2, tying the Beermen and Pure- 
foods at the top of the heap. The Bulls dropped 


1034. 

"The Giants reached the top when they got 
firepower from almost everybody in the roster in 
a 105-94 whipping of Air21 in the second game. 

“Honestly, I don't think about coaching in the 
All-Star,” said Favis. “There are a lot of things to 
do for the team rather than ponder about it." 

Should the Tigers beat Sta. Lucia on Sunday, 
Favis will become the first rookie coach to handle 
an All-Star team since Sta. Lucia mentor Alfran- 
cis Chua in 1999. 

Eight players scored in double figures for the 
Giants, led by the 18 of James Yap and the 16 of 
Marc Pingris, who also had 14 boards, 

The Express dropped to 3-5. 

The scores: 

First Game 

COCA-COLA 89—Niranda 21, Mam 18, Pak 14, Reavis 
11, Argo 8, Singson 7, Antario 6, Abamientas 4, WalnughtO. 

RED BULL 85—Fonacer 19, Tugade 19, Penis! 19, Baguio 
9, Valenzuela 8, Felt 4, Najorda 2, Buga 2, Robinson 2, Vlla- 
‘mana Avare0, Cuz. 

Quarters: 21-18, 41-37, 68-59, 89-85. 

Second Game 

PUREFOODS 105—J. Yap 18, Pingris 16, Raymundo 14, 
Casto 14, Aid 13, Tejada 10, Limpot 10, R. Yap 0, Evange- 
isa 

NIR2i 94—tvalo 23, Tobi 22, Tolan 17, Canaleta 9, R. 
De Ocampo 7, Y. De Ocampo 7, Arboleda 7, Se 2, Dacia 0, 
Bomar 0, Fend. 

(Quarters: 2-14, 54-95, 78-57, 105.4 


Chess Olympiad berths 


lead in a slow day, gaining just one gold after 
the Dapitan Football Club shut out Ka-Mayni- 
la, 2-0 for the boys 8-under gold. Sta. Ana set- 
ted for the bronze medal. 

Velasquez managed to snare two golds in 
football after Barangay 110 whipped Dapitan 
Football Camp, 2-1, for the boys 12-under ti- 
tle, and Juan Nolasco-A drubbed Juan Nolas- 
0 B, 2-0, in the boys 17-under. 

San Andres Complex of Malate settled for 
bronze in the 12-under after a 2-0 victory over 
District 1, while winning the same medal in the 
17-under viaa 1-0 win over Boystown-Manila. 

Don Bosco's Magat Salamat edged Aurora A. 
Quezon of Malate, 2-1, to capture the boys 12- 
under. Lakandula came up with the bronze after 
23-1 shoot-out triumph over Sta. Ana. 


staked in national meet 


‘THREE SLOTS IN THE MENS TEAM 
and five in the womens side for the 
Philippines to the 2006 World Chess 
Olympiad willbe disputed starting to- 
day in the National Chess Champi- 
onship at the Market Place Shopping 
Mall in Mandaluyong. 

‘The Olympiad will be held May 
19 to June 5 in Turin, Italy. 

Grandmasters Mark Paragua, the 
‘country’s top-ranked player with an 
Elo of 2617, Eugene Torre (2543) 
and Rogelio Joey” Antonio Jr 
(2539) eamed outright seeding to 
the men’s team as agreed upon by 


the organizing National Chess Fed- 
eration of the Philippines board, 

Members that will complete 
the men’s team will be decided af- 
ter the National championship, 
which will be either an 11- or 13- 
round Swiss depending on the 
number of participants, 

‘Women International Masters 
Sheerie Joy Lomibao (Elo 2163), 
Beverly Mendoza (2132) and 
Cristine Rose Mariano (2081) are 
the big guns entered in the wom- 
en's competition. — NM Marlon 
Bernardino 


Korean 9-ball invitational 


many local tournaments such as the 
Hope- Pl Million Tournament and 
Philippine 9-Ball Open, is one of the 
five players whom Mariano manages. 

World Bar Tour and US Bar Box 
champion Dennis Orcollo, SEA Games 
gold medalists Antonio Gabica and 
Ronnie Alcano and former Asian Games 
champion Gandy Valle are the others in 
Mariano's pool. 


"Gomez maybe unknown to billiards 
enthusiasts,” Mariano said. “He needs 
exposure to hone his skills and achieve 
his true potential." 

Incidentally, Orcollo won his card in the 
prestigious International Pool Tour (IPT), 
a ticket to the main draw of $8-million IPT 
series of tournaments. 

Gomez is a native of Zamboanga City 
and made big waves in Kuwait in 2004 


when he ruled eight of 12 legs of the 
Kuwait Open Series. He also played in 
the Jakarta leg of the Asian 9-Ball Tour 
where he reached the round of 32. He 
won the 1st Japanese-Philippine 9-Ball. 
‘Tour last week in Malate. 

“J will meet the best Asian players in 
Korea and it is my motivation to bring the 
championship trophy back home,” said 
Gomez, also the Laguna Open titlist. 


ALMOST FORGOTTEN WERE THE VIC- 
tories recently of Marvin Dumandan and 
Bambee dela Paz. 

“Marvin it was who won the men’s tidie and 
Bambee the women’s crown in the DHL- 

Express National Amateur Golf cham- 
pionship on March 31 at the ever charming 
but eternally challenging Canlubang North 
in Lagura. 

"The toumament iself—now on its 11th 
straight year—had been warmly commend- 
ed by Luigi Yulo, the amiable Canlubang ex- 
ecutive who was profuse in his praise of Rod 
Feliciano during the awards ceremonies. 
Rod, of course, is the honorary chair of DHL. 
and top honcho of WWWExpress. 

“How time flies, really” said Luigi, who 
[. helped pilot Canlubang to a rare sweep of 

the recent PAL Interclub Championships’ se- 
niors and men's tiles—a first for the Sugar 
I -Barons, "I cannot thank Me: Rod Feliciano 
E zenough for consistently choosing our venue. 


in staging his tournament. We are really 
deeply honored by his benevolence.” 

‘Marvin and Bambee made it doubly spe- 
cial this year as their triumphs were impecca- 
ble statements in contrasting styles 

Long chided as a choker, Marvin finally 
mailed a big one. 

"The 26-year-old from Davao has been a 
consistent national player including a gold 
medal team effort in the recent SEA Games. 
However, he kept bungling winning a major, 
such as the U-Bix and Konica Minolta Pro- 
‘Ams of Bert Bravo at Riviera where he had 
finished twice as runner-up after fumbles in 
the homestretch. 

“How sweet it is to win,” said Marvin in 
Filipino after his victory fashioned with a 
briliant third-round 66 on seven birdies at 
thewaterJaced Canlubang North, 

In capturing the first of the nations three. 
amateur majors—the others being the 
Philippine Amateurs and the RP Open low 


New faces 


SPECTATOR 


á É ji 
ALS. Mendoza 


amateur honors—Marvin beat 2004 cham- 
pion Jun Bemis and Singapore's No. 2, 

y Quel, inthe final round made dramatic by 
driving rains in the final holes. 

Informed of Marvin's win, Commodore 
Danny Pizarro, the Riviera president and first 
vice president of the organizing National Golf. 
Association of the Philippines, said: "Its 
about time he won” 

Comm Pizaro got Marvin into Riviera 
some years back, nurturing his budding ca- 
reer with big help from several Riviera staff 
who regularly chipin a chunk of their 


salaries into a “tambiolo” to fand Marvin's 
training at Riviera, that beautifully main- 
tained twin-course in Silang, Cavite. 

For her part, Bambee scored her equally 
drama-laden victory by matching par-72 in 
Round 2, which proved to be the touma- 
ments best score. 

"T dedicate this victory to my parens, 
brothers and coaches," said Bambee, a 15- 
year-old incoming senior high at Miriam, 
‘who humbled her fellow members in the 
training pool that induded veterans Lora 
Roberto and Anya Tanpinco, not to mention 
the reigning Philippine Ladies Open champi- 
on Debbie de Villa Anya, a member of the 
silver team medal winner in the recent SEA 
Games, beat Debbie in the playoff for second 
spoton the second hole—a par on 18. 

While Marvin is definitely of the present, 
Bambee is much of the future, Such new 
faces make for a refreshing change in our 
golf landscape. 


Here'sto you, Marvin and Bambee! 

MASTERS AT ESPN/STAR SPORTS. The 
70th US Masters, with Tiger Woods gunning 
for his fifth green jacket, will be aired live and 
‘exclusive on ESPN/STAR Sports starting to- 
morrow, April 7. Woods sank a 15-foot putt 
to defeat Chris DiMarco on the first playoff 
hole last year, tying Amold Palmer with the 
second most Masters titles at four Jack Nick- 
laus holds the record for the most Masters 
wins with six. Airing stats at dawn (3 am) 
from April 7 to April 10. 


FASTBREAK. Alex Marcial, remember 
him? He was once one of the country's top 
tennis players. Angel Doble, a dear buddy of 
mine from our CEGP days, said Alex, who's 
‘been living in America for years, is in town 
fora vacation, Hope to sce you soon, buddy? 


Comments to menju@pldidstnet 
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Iligan 
TAGAYTAY CITY—THE ILIGAN CRU- 
saders bankon steady free throw shooting to 
thwart Batang Tagaytay, 87-85, in the 2006 
Guerrero Brandy- NBC national basketball 
championship at the Intemational Conven- 
tion Center here. 

Ferdie Go and Derrick Hubalde, who 
combined for 33 points, carried the cudgels 


for the Firefly Lightings-backed Crusaders of 
Mayor Lawrence Cruz and team manager 


Freddie Siao. Iligan improved its southem 
division record to 2-1. 

‘With the hosts ahead at 69-67, 7:19 into 
the final canto, Go drilled four straight points 
followed by Hubaldes three-pointer and 
conversions from the line to put the Cru- 
saders ahead at 81-78, time down to 1:16. 

The Tagaytay cagers of NBC executive 
vice president and Mayor Bambol Tolentino 
tied the count at 85 in the final 30 seconds, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 


but Hubalde's charities off Arden Guiyab 
spelled the difference as Paolo Malonzo’s at- 
tempt bounced off the rim as time expired. 

Bacchus/Harbour Centre Manila finally 
barged into the win column by turning back 
Gov Manny Pinols North Cotabato Braves, 
104.92, in the other game. 

Nani Epondulan was hit usual deadly self, 
scoring 23 points for coach Lawrence 
Chongson's Manilans who improved to 1-2 


in the toumey supported by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Wa- 
tez Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

The sores: 

Mania 10—fpendn 23, ay Cues 18 
Copdang 14, Rerome 11, Membree 9, Sa. Cuz & An 
Cumas 6, Hardin 6, Prbdfes 3, Ple2, Padia 1, Retaga 0, 
Masatarg0 

N. Cotabato $2—Nlado 25, Ligue 16, Entrata 12, Cor 


8 Tamayo, Martinez 5, Cabang 4, Culdora 3, De Mie. 
2, Dagatan 2, Regalado 2, Jawod0 : 

Quarters: 25-28, 57-52, 80-78, 104-92 E 

Wigan 87—Go 17, Huds 16, Kalaw 13, Nicdao 11 
Ayodele 1, ring 10, Baulo 3, Gandarsa 2, Matias 2, 
“loner 0, Sgad 0 

“Tagaytay 85—Marque 16 Geni 14, Reyes 13, Fn- 
lar 12, Malonzo 7, Gaya 6, Maa 5, De Guia 4, Santos 
3, Pleo 2, Jorgo 2, Oaz 0 

Quarters: 2-10, 43-25, 60-63, 87-85 


Slipping Harbour Centre, 
Magnolia part ways today 


GAMES TODAY (FEU Gym) 
2p.m.—Granny Goose vs Hapee-POU 
4 p.m—Harbour Centre vs Magnolia 


PLAYING BELOW EXPECTATIONS, MAGNOLIA. 
Ice Cream and Harbour Centre will try to re- 
cover from their poor starts when they clash in 
the PBL Unity Cup today at the FEU Gym. 

While Magnolia vies for the fourth spot, Har- 
bour Centre will try to arrest its three-game slide 
at4pm. 

Granny Goose and Hapee-PCU will also shoot 


fora comeback at 2 pm. after their weekend loss- 
es. 
‘Magnolia, Granny Goose and Hapee-PCU tote 
similar 1-2 cards, while Harbour Centre remains 
as the only winless squad at 0-3. 

Magnolia, last conference's champion, has been 
struggling on the floor with a poor 29 percent 
shooting norm in its first three games. Even the 
scoring averages of the Spinners top gunners have 
dipped considerably. 

League star Arwind Santos normed 10 points 


Jeff Chan, named as the Pivotal Player in the last 
finals series, delivered only 4.7 markers per game 
ona 15.1 percent shooting average. 

‘Yet Portmasters coach Jorge Gallent maintains 
that the Spinners will always remain a threat. 

“Ts always a challenge to face Magnolia, so we 
haveto prepare very hard,” said Gallent. “We have 
to contain their big men like Arwind and Kelly 
(Wiliams) to win." 

‘Although Harbour Centre remains in the cellar, 
two of its mainstays finaly broke out of their scor- 


on a mere 23.7 percent field-goal shooting while 


ing stump. Jasmine W. Payo 
SPORTSWATCH __ Tokyo training slated. 
Sulawesi hosts Friendship Games 


Sulawesi hosts Friendship Games a for Larios vs Pacqiuao 


Area) Friendship Games will be held Nov. 24-26 at the Makassar ity, South Sulawe- "t EA ; 
si. Indonesia. Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) commissioner and BIMP-EAGA å = 

M re Ee S Pe yes uiia vil lr ta ingest paid 20T IEE ERNOICINMNEY ce i WUSHU PRACTITIONER: A student practices wushu, a traditional 
Soral al Carissa the Stats of Sabah, Siate of Sarawak nd Federal Pacquiao, Mexican Oscar Larios will Reinoso added that Larios wil | martialart, at the Shi Cha Hai boarding sports school in Being Apri 5. 
paon ot aban ot Malays: Mindanao and Palawan ofthe Pipes; Nort, betting out anew training camp for train for a month in the capital state | The school is famous for training students for competitive sports from 
s a uswes, ie Sulawesi Southeast Sulawesi, West Sulawesi, ther July 2 showdown atthe Arane- of Jalisco and leave for Japan on national tournaments to the Olympic games. sumus 
Gorontalo, East Kalimantan, West Kalimantan, Papua and West Papua in tow. ta Coliseum. June 2, a month before the en- 


Wide-open battle seen in CSI 4th leg opener rg 


revealed that Larios’ camp is now “We have chosen Teiken Gym, 
EXPECT another mad scramble for top honors when the fourth stage of the Philam- 


‘communicating with Japan's most property of Mr. Honda, because it 
fie Cycling Search Invitational (CSI) Criterium Race is fogged off this Saturday at’ influential promoter Akihiko Honda, has sparmates who are shorter and 
the parade grounds of Clark Feld in Pampanga. Agnes Bikeshop's Aberto Primero 


for the Mexican hitman to work out left-handed and that will be helpful 
ruled the kickoff leg in Tarlac, Oscar Rindole of Team Sports Radio won in Marikina 


at the impresario’ Teiken Gym im sothat Larios can adapt to Pacquiao's 
‘Wile armyan Vietor Esp topped the third leg in Angeles Ciy Registrations ‘Tokyo, where there are more south- se, the trainer said- 

‘ongoing, according to the organizing Treo Sales and Marketing Corp. For deals, aie 3 : 
contact 241-0415 or 241-0418. p Harte, Lari camp had demand- 


Larios trainer Edison Reinoso ed that Team Pacquiao pay a certain 
University of Cebu bets show way piel thats fight willbe Lar. amont pray ine cet the 
duse nud un [rre e no a ER 
ofthe University of Cebu bets into the quarterfinal round of the junior division of the. > eh Pa Ac ih ah P 
SVC Regional Badminton Cramgionstips at the Holiday Spa and Badminton Couts De equiao, wholl pitch ready received the advanced pay- 
nere Tuesday. Rizon, seeking a second straight crown in the 16-under cass, faces 


camp in Baguio City. rent of Larios purse. 

ao Te ee Pared: I 2 mue. PO Ma Io Gub we The M eg O 
Kevin Genobia under the new scoring system. The other UC mainstays who ad- will begin our physical preparation through its president Jose Sulaiman 
‘anced in the event staking berths to the JVC National Open Championships in June and weighttraining, because the Chagnon, has approved the July 2 
vn een ee jum Hans who defeated Joel Mendez 214,215, fight willbe in superfeatherweight showdown as requesed by Tale 
and Jay-R Batolan, 21-11, 21-11, respectively. 


and Larios must gain weight with Mendoza, who represents Larios. 
" Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 

NCA 7-cock derby finals today 
EXCITING matches are expected tonight when the National Cockers Association 
(NCA) 7-cock derby championship round blasts off at Roligon Mega Cockpit Riding 
high on a derby championship last week, Rep. Iggy Arroyo and Jesry Palmares. 
(Red Creek extended ther winning steak in last Tuesday eliminatons by post- 
ing three more wins, and could make ita back-to-back conquest tonight. Aso wth 
three victores are Jaen VGB Firefly of Vie Gov. Boyet Joson and Pichay Spartans of 
Rep. Buch Pichay and Rey Briones. Within string distance are two pointers Red 
Creek I, Wid Wing Sundance, Magic Wing Sundance, Mulawin AA, Jade Resort, 
Lucy Rin Fei Fel 100 RM, BR 10 and Wing. Meanwhile, the Alida Farms 4- 


Bautista battles Bonilla 
May 20 at Staples gym 


UNEDEFEATED YOUNG PHE- 
nomenon Rey “Boom Boom” 
Bautista will take on Nicaraguan 
Roberto Bonilla in a 10-round show; 
down on May 20 undemeath the 
Marco Antonio  Barrera-Rocky 
Juarez bout at the Staples Center in 
Los Angeles. 

Earlier, Mexican Hugo Dianzo 
was reported by Notimex to be the by Cebu promoter Sammy “Don 
opponent for Bautista, but organiz- King” Gello-ani. Salven Lagum- 
ers apparently did not want to pre- bay 


Stockinger enters Euro Final 


MARLON STOCKINGER MADE IT THROUGH 
three grueling qualifying heats to qualify.on his 
first uy-for the final of the first round of the Rotax. 
Max Euro Karting Challenge on March 26 in Sal- 


empt a possible Philippine Mexico 
‘war slated in November this year 

Marylyn Aceves, the publicist 
for Golden Boy Promotions, said 
that the 19-year-old Bautista, 
who recently signed up with GBR 
will now take on the 31-year-old 
Ciudad Sandino native. 

‘The news was also confirmed 


Stockinger made his way up to land 16th out of 
64 drivers and finish ahead of world champions 
Wesleigh Orr and Kenneth Hildebrandt and one 
place behind his DR Racing teammate Kevin Ludi 


cock derby, slated on Apri 8 at Roligon, wil start at 4 p.m. For detals, call 851- 


2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812 (Jona). 


bris, France. 


During the final race, Stockinger's engine 
bogged down at the start, which dropped him to 


of Switzerland. 
“Rarely anybody manages to do this the first 
time around,” said Stockinger “This is the tougli- 


Las Piñas cockfest gets support 

THE BATTLE among Metro Mani eite cockers shifts to Las Pifas Coliseum when 
the Bigtime Bakbakan cock derby unfolds on Ari 8 with t least 90 fights con- 
firmed. Host Gerry Ramos will count on the support of Louie Cua, Boy de Roca, 
‘sabong idol Patrick Antonio, Benjie Lim, Lito Orillaza, William Co, Rep. Butch Pichay, 
R. Pineda, Pol Estrellado, Rep. Gerry "Boy" Espina, Sonny Lagon, Biboy Enriquez 
and Raymond Velayo. Joining the tray is a solid team from Las Piñas and Cavite led 
by former Mayor Nene Aguilar, who recently won two derbies in Pasay and Galleria 
de Tanza, the father-and-son team of Ashley and Gengen Arayata, former Sen. Ra- 
mon Raila, Wewe Burgos, Mandy Garcia and Roger del Rosario, Submission of 
Wigs (1. kg 10 2.4 ig) is set tomorrow rom 2-8 pm. For details, call 873-1040 
and 874-3910. 


Second day of Heritage Cup today 

‘TOUGHER actionis anticipated today when the Philippine Heritage Cup 5-bulstag 
derby series continues at the Araneta Coliseum with Gran Matador and |B-Meg Der- 
by Ace as sponsors. Sbty-four new entries are entered with the frst of more tran 
D ighis staring p.m. The first day of competition last Tuesday was dominated 
by co-champions Nelson Uy (NU Supernatural) and the team of Butch Yabut, Ding 
Cys and Rue! Medina (Golquest Cnampions Mari), Foriquries cal 911- All games wil bs Delt s Bil saring May TIY- 


104 and 911- 

Od tae > outs are being held simultaneously at participating 
Antique Coliseum sets special 4-cocker local x units. 

THE ANTIQUE Coliseum in Hamiic, Antique, wil be holding a special 4-cock derby  — Norman Black will be the tournament commis- 
‘on April 11 with the assistance of Thunderbird Power Feeds. Thunderbird Piatinum sioner with Eric Reyes as his deputy. 

sponsors the event to be hosted by Capt. Jose Nietes. Also slated is the April 12 7- ‘The events staging was announced by Ruddy 
Bulstag Derby set at the Vargas Sports Coliseum in Carig, Tuguegarao. Hosted by Tan, general manager ‘of Burlington Industries 
Mayor Ambong Antonio & Director Boy Lacamba, the competion is sponsored by Philippines (BIP) Inc. For inquiries, call Ryan Re- 
Thunderbird Bexan-XP. anillo or Nancy Cuyugan at 892-7113. 


MARLON Stockinger in Salbris, France 


3rd Batang PBA 
lures 14 squads 


‘THE THIRD SEASON OF THE BATANG PBA 
league will highlight the Sporty Summer 06" pro- 
gram for the youth to be staged by Burlington, the 
Philippine Basketball Association, the PBA Proper- 
ties and top badminton coaches. 

A total of 14 squads, including a Burlington-All 
Stars team representing cities will fight for the 
championship of the event confined to boys 12 
years and under. 

All games will be held at the Araneta Coliseum 


last place. Despite the problem, the 14-year-old ` est racing Ive ever experienced.” 


Presented by 


(2), Bom Perfect (1), 
Dani's Angel (10), 
Patutuina @, 
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TOBY'S-PHILTA JUNIOR AGE GROUP TOURNAMENT (GROUP 2) * 
Through The fire (9) (18, 16, 14, 12, 10 years old and under) 
BY TOP CHOICE. Race YN) Mc ines Plus: 
l- k. Laces: * Non-Rankin: inners Tournament years old and under] 

a c m Oe I Me UE on antg/ eger Touinament (16, yer ald and unde 

Dolar (5) Manila Western Legend (5), des Pus 

ILLE 7 eo 
pace, 1 (On) nga LA Festival of Tennis Events for All Ages 
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Race 2—(Or/T C'est 
Moi (1), Expediter (8) 
Power Dance (3), Red 
Hot Water (2) "Hol Number (1) 

Race  3—(UUTi)—BiQ Race 8—(Qn/Tr) Cnari- 
‘Spender (2), Monasa ot o fre (B. 


2 a 
MEMBERS of champion Amoranto Table Tennis Club pose during the Uni- 

Orient Table Tennis Tournament awarding ceremonies at the Green Paddle 
“Table Tennis Center in Caloocan City Seated from left): Rachel Ramos, (i Ops (3), Cognac —— MoabiHear Me (3), 
Joben Ang, Jocy Sy, See Tian Salvador, Charie Lim, Stanley Tan , ion Tan. Monne.{7) Staunch My $2), 
and Philip Uy. - Alvic Chua of second placer Phil. Cultural HS emerged as Lo See ls T ieu ure pe 
Most Valuable Player, while Marcos de Jesus and Archie Rodolfo tied as best Modem Classic (1), G/Or/Tel)—Apex (11). at 439-1212 
coach, The tournament co-presented by Uni-Orient Travel Inc was also Ravishing Patty, Cool Dona Gelay (9), Tel 

sponsored by Uniwoodphy Watertec,Joola, Golden Peacock, 3G, Safari, Turner 2) Henry (6). Vicon ls 
‘Trench, Golden Star, Triple Charles, Manxon Newise, Henry Basa, William. face, soe land (12). War Hero 
Aw, Charles Chua and Yuk Sia. 


Entry forms available in all Toby's Sports Outlets and at the PHILTA Office 
(Rizal Complex, Pablo Ocampo Sr. Street, Malate, Manila) and Metropolitan Club 


Deadline of Entries: 12:00 nn, Saturday, April 22, 2006. Send/fax your entries 
to 439-2472 or leave forms in any Toby's Sports Outlet. 
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EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW 
Jersey—The New Jersey 
Nets won their 13th 
straight game ‘Tuesday, 
holding off Atlanta for a 96- 
94 victory on a night when 
they also clinched their 
fourth Atlantic Division ti- 
tle in the last five years . 


Vince Carter scored 27 points for the Nets, 
who tied Dallas for the longest winning 
streak in the NBA this season and moved to 
within one of the franchise record set in 
2003-2004. The division title was actually 
sealed with second-place Philadelphia's 124- 
91 loss to Cleveland earlier Tuesday. 

Atlanta (22-51), which cut a 23-point 
fourth-quarter deficit to one point, lost for 
the 12th time in 14 games. Joe Johnson 
scored 33 points to lead the Hawks. 

In Miami, Shaquille O'Neal had 24 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead a balanced Heat ef- 
fortina 115-89 rout of Milwaukee. 

The Heat never trailed and had six play- 
ers in double figures, including all five 
starters. 

In Cleveland, LeBron James scored 37 
points to lead the Cavaliers past Philadel- 
phia, 124-91, for its ninth straight win as the 
playoff-bound Cavs got one player back 
from injury and lost another. 

Center Zydrunas llgauskas sprained his 
left ankle in the first quarter and did not re- 
tum, Cleveland guard Larry Hughes played 


? x 
BOSTON'S Raef LaFrentz (left) challenges 
ashotbyToronto's Charlie Villanueva. jr 


biak scored 22 points apiece to help Boston 
edge the Raptors, 124-120. 

In Washington, a game against the worst 
team in the East was an ideal homecoming 
for the Wizards, which got 13 points and a 
season-high 13 assists from Gilbert Arenas in 
a 105-90 drubbing of the New York Knicks. 

In Aubum Hils, Michigan, Antonio 
McDyess had a season-high 26 points and 
added 14 rebounds to help Detroit beat New 
Orleans, 101-93, for its 60th win. 


break the 1988-89 team’s franchise record of 
63 wins. 

In Charlotte, North Carolina, Primoz 
Brezec muscled in a layup over several de- 
fenders with 54 seconds to play, then added 
a pair of free throws to help the Bobcats to a 
97-92 nipping of Minnesota. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Chucky Atkins 
scored 22 points and Pau Gasol finished with 
16 points, seven rebounds and six assists to 
help the Grizzlies crush Golden State, 100-75. 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki scored 29 points, 
Josh Howard had 23 and Josh Powell daz- 
Zled during a game-breaking stretch of the 
second quarter, helping the Mavericks shat- 
ter Sacramento's nearly month-long run of 
strong defense with a 127-101 triumph. 

1n Chicago, Ben Gordon scored 16 of his 
23 points in the fourth quarter, and the surg- 
ing Bulls moved closer to a playoff spot, ral- 
lying from a 17-point deficit to tip strug- 
sling Indiana, 102.96. 

In Salt Lake City Manu Ginobili scored 26 
points and the San Antonio Spurs held off 
Utah, 95-86, to maintain their 2 1/2-game 
lead for the top seed in the West. 

In Seattle, Ray Allen scored 32 points and 
moved into a tie for second place on the 
NBAS career 3-pointers list as the SuperSon- 
ics ripped Houston, 10487. 

‘Allen moved even with Dale Ellis, who 
played six-plus seasons for Seattle, for sec- 
ond all-time each with 1,719 3-pointers. 
Allen shot 1140-22 and made three 3- 
pointers, allin the second half. 

In Los Angeles, Sam Cassell scored 10 of 
his 19 points in the fourth quarter and the 
Clippers overcame a 22-point deficit and 


for the first time since Dec. 31. 
In Toronto, Paul Pierce and Wally Szczer- 


‘The Pistons have won five straight, and 
need four wins in their final eight games to 


81.6 percent shooting by Denver in the first 
halfto nip the Nuggets, 111-109.AP. 
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VINCE Carter (right) of the New Jersey Nets soars for a tomahawk slam against 
Josh Smith of the Atlanta Hawks at the Continental Airlines Arena. 


portsmanship hopefuls Wright has 


NEW YORK—CHINAS YAO MING HAS BEEN 
named to the list of candidates for the Nation- 
al Basketball Associations Sportmanship 
Award. 

The three-time all-star is among a group 
that also includes Shaquille O'Neal of the Mi- 
ami Heat, Elton Brand of the Los Angeles Lak- 


YAO:Good sports ers, Luol Deng of the Chicago Bulls, Jacque 


Vaughn of the New Jersey Nets and Andrei 
Kirilenko of the Utah Jazz. 

‘The annual award is given to the NBA play- 
ers that best exemplifies sportsmanship on 
the court. The winner will be announced at 
the end of the season. 

Yao is currently enjoying his best campaign 
in the NBA, averaging 22.7 points and 10.3 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
PASEGURUHAN NG MGA NAGLILINGKOD SA PAMAHALAAN 
(GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM) 


Francal Center, Roas Bd, 
Pasay Cy, 1308 


NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT THE BEST OFFER 
(BLOCK SALE OF EQUITABLE-PCIBANK SHARES) 


The deadline for the submission of the offers to purchase GSIS' holdings. 
of Equitable-PCI Bank common shares is hereby extended to May 8, 
2006, to enable GSIS to maximize the price of its holdings and in view of 
the requests of interested parties to give them more time to finalize their 
arrangements with their shareholders andlor consortium of investors. 


The invitation to submit the best offer follows: 


The GSIS hereby offers in a block sale its holdings of more. 
than 91 milion Equitable-PCI Bank shares, equivalent to at 
least 12.5% of the Bank's outstanding capital stock, at a 
minimum cash offer of P92.00 per share. 


Offers to purchase should be accompanied by a cashier's or 
manager's check equivalent to ten (10%) percent of the total 
offered price and should be submitted not later than May 8, 
2006, 3:00 pm at the following address: 


MS. LIVIA ALICIA R. RAMOS 
Vice President, Investment Office 
Level 3, Core D, GSIS Building 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 


Interested parties should comply with the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP) rules and regulations on ownership 
restrictions in banks, and all other applicable laws, rules and 
regulations. 


The GSIS reserves the right to reject any or all offers and to 
annul the process, to waive any required formally therein, 
or to accept such offers as may be advantageous to the 
GSIS without giving any reason therefor and without 
incurring any liability to the affected offerors. Further, the 
‘offeror shall be liable for any and all costs incurred in its 
participation and the GSIS assumes no obligation 
whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the offerors or any 
of its agents, for expenses or losses that may be incurred in 
participating in this undertaking. 


For more information, contact Ms. Ramos at telephone 
numbers 834-2649 and 891-6161 local 4581. 


(Original Signed) 

OMELITA J. TIANGCO 

Executive Vice President 
Finance Sector 


INDIANAPOLIS—WITH FOUR SOPHOMORES 
and a junior in the starting lineup, few people ex- 
pected Florida to emerge as the national champions. 

But after Florida dominated UCLA, 73-57, on 
Monday for the national crown, many people 
believe the Gators are the odds-on favorite for 
next years title 

With the lure of fame and big-money from the 
NBA, just how many players who will skip their 
remaining years of college eligibility for the pro 
game remains to be seen. 

Florida's underclassmen have until April 29 to 
declare their intentions to enter the NBA draft on 
June 28. 

layers can rescind their earlier intention by 
June 18 and rerum to Gainesville if they have 
not retained an agent. 

Gators coach Billy Donovan knows the per- 
ilous nature of the NCAA tournament and re- 
mains unconvinced his team is the nation’s best. 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—THE FIRST TEE SHOT 
of a crisp Tuesday morning sailed against a 
sunlit sky and disappeared into a bunker. 

‘Tiger Woods’ next effort wasn't much better. 

He hit a pull-hook that took one hop before 
smacking into the trunk of a pine tree and 
landing in the second cut of rough. It was more 
of the same on the second hole, one drive dat- 
tering into the trees on the left, another drive 
sailing into the woods on the ight. 

‘Augusta National is tougher than ever, and it 
has Woods attention. 

For all the changes this year at the Masters, 
perhaps the biggest facing Woods is that his fa- 
theris not here for the first time. 

Earl Woods is too weak to travel. The cancer 
thar returned in 2004 and spread throughout 
his body has taken such a toll that Woods flew 
across the country to California the day before 
"The Players Championship to check on his fa- 
ther. Woods retumed to Sawgrass and tied for 
22nd, although that was more a result of poor 
iron play and substandard putting. 

One trait he inherited from his father is a 
strong mind. 

"Tve been dealing with it for years, so noth- 
ing has changed," Woods said of his father's 
health. “Ie is what itis, and you just deal with it. 
Everyone who has had a family member who 
lived that long, you're going to deal with it 
sometime. Unfortunately, its our time now. But 
as far as being a distraction, no. Ihad plenty of 
time to focus on each and every shot. I just hit 
poor shots and puted terrible.” 

Even so, the Masters has always been a fam- 
ily affair. 


For Woods, it’s really a different Masters 


rebounds through the first 52 games of the 
2005-06 regular season. 

‘The giant center was also named on Mon- 
day the Western Conference player of the 
week. It is the second time Yao has won the 
award this season and the third of his career 
since he turned pro in 2002. 

NBA on SOLAR SPORTS:10m—Houston vs. Portand 


Gators remain NC favorites 


"Were sitting up here today as the national 
champions,” he said. “But I still don’t necessarily 
believe that we may be the best team in the 
country because when you're playing an event 
that’s a one-shot deal, anything can happen.” 

Donovan knows both sides of the Final Four, 
having coached the Gators during their 89-76 
Joss to Michigan State in the 2000 championship 

“Tve been on the side of it where it's ended 
heart-breaking and now Ive been on the side of 
it where i's obviously an incredible feeling.” 

‘The Gators have several players with pro po- 
tential, most notably Joakim Noah, the 6-foot-11 
sophomore forward who was named the Final 
Four’s most outstanding player. 

Graceful yet aggressive for a big man, Noah 
was outstanding against UCLA, scoring 16 
points, grabbing nine rebounds and recording 
six blocks. Reuters 


TIGER Woods hopes to put his off-course woes behind him. 


Earl Woods had heart bypass surgery during, 
the'96 Tour Championship and nearly died be- 
fore doctors revived him. There were compli- 
cations from surgery, and he wasn't supposed 
to travel that next April to Augusta for his son's 
professional debut ín a major 

But the father was at the Masters in 1997, 
and even gave Woods a putting lesson. 

“I putted great," Woods said with a smile. 

‘Woods didn't have a three-putt that week, 


nothing bad 
to say about 
opponent 


NEW YORK—WINKY WRIGHT IS THAT RARE 
boxer—no boasts, no snide remarks about his 
opponent. 

^I have nothing bad to say about this man Tay- 
lor" he said on Tuesday at a news conference 
leading to his June 17 bout with Jermain Taylor 
in Memphis, Tennessee. "No matter what we say 
before the fight, we have to do itin the ring." 

Taylor (25-0) won a decision over champion 
Bernard Hopkins in July for the middleweight 
crown, then won a second decision against Hop- 
kins in December. 

*1 love the fact that Winky respects me as a 
champion and I respect him asa challenger,” Tay- 
Jor said. "His defense is excellent and he comes to 
fight. We are two men who love the sport of box- 
ing. We do our talking inside the ring." 

Wright (50-3) has a left-handed stance that 
many boxers find troubling. He has beaten such 
top fighters as Shane Mosely and Felix Trinidad 

“Jermain went to school against Bernard Hop- 
kins and graduated," promoter Lou DiBella said. 
“Now he will get his Ph.D. against Winky” AP 


shattered scoring records to win by 12 shots in 
a watershed moment in golf; then walked off 
the 18th green and into the arms of his father, 
melting in tears. 

No one will really know how heavy this 
‘weighs on Woods as he plays the first major of 
theyear. 

“When you're away from the course, obvi- 
ously things are a litle bit different," Woods 
said, AP 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


UCCESSFUE WAS HOW A 
S New York-based Filipino 
scriptwriter described the re- 
cent screenings of “Ang Pagdadala- 
ga ni Maximo Oliveros” and 
“Cavite” at the Lincoln Center and 
Museum of Modern Art (Moma) in 
the Big Apple, with Oscar-caliber 
artists Michael Moore and Sylvia 
Miles in attendance. 


“The two, films were received extremely 
well,” Vincent Nebrida told Inquirer Enter- 
tainment in a phone interview. “The tickets 
were sold out, the audience was mixed—not 
only Filipino-Americans, but also New Yor 
ers, who happen to be some of the most dis- 
criminating moviegoers in the world.” 

“Maximo” and “Cavite” were screened as 
part of the 35th New Directors/New Films 
program held at the two venues from March 
2to April 2. 

"This program/ festival is one ofthe most pres- 
tigious in the world,” Nebrida noted. "Ies very 
difficult to get accepted. Only films by two other 
Filipinos, Lino Brocka and Mike de Leon, have 
been included in previous editions.” 
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MICHAEL Moore and Vincent Nebrida 
after the post-screening forum. 


Nebrida is vice president for Acquisitions and 
Distribution of Unico Entertainment, which ac- 
quired "Maximo" and “Cavite” for worldwide 
distribution (except Europe for “Maximo” and 
US for "Cavite"). He said foreigners were im- 
pressed by the fact that the two films had been 
made for less than $25,000, and showed a fresh 
approach and new sensitivity. 

Moore, an Oscar winner ("Bowling for 
Columbine,” 2004), and Miles, Oscar Best Sup- 
porting Actress nominee (for "Midnight Cow- 
boy" 1969), met with the filmmakers. 


Thrilled 

“sylvia loved ‘Maximo? " Nebrida said, “and 
attended the after-party hosted by the Philippine 
Consulate following the screening of "Maximo? 
She met (ufo Pictures producer) Raymond Lee 
and (director) Auraeus Solito. Michael enjoyed 
‘Cavite’ and even attended the forum that fol- 
lowed. He also posed for snapshots with [flm- 
makers] lan Gamazon and Neill de la Llana.” 

Needless to say, Nebrida said, the two—who 
won the “Someone to Watch” trophy at this 
years Independent Spirit Awards—had been 
thrilled to meet Moore, "an icon in world poli- 
tics" and the maker of "Fahrenheit 9/11,” the 
highest grossing documentary in the United 
States. 

The New York screenings are significant, said 
Nebrida, because this means “Philippine cinema 
is once again being noticed by the world’s top 
programmers.” 

The New Directors/New Films website assert- 
ed that the 36 new filmmakers featured in the 
NY festival "ill help shape the cinema of tomor- 
row” 

Nebrida said it was also noteworthy that the 
festivals six programmers had unanimously 
chosen "Maximo" as opening film, along with 
Ryan Flecks "Half Nelson,” starring Ryan 
Gosling (of "The Notebook"). The programmers. 
were: Marian Masone, Joanna Ney and Richard 
Pefia of the Lincoln Center's Film Society; and 
Mary Lea Bandy, Jytte Jensen and Laurence 
Kardish of the Moma's Department of Film and 
Media. 

‘The Philippine presence in the festival “recog- 
nizes a new wave of Pinoy filmmakers,” Nebrida 
concluded, "When a Filipino movie is honored 
abroad; it helps everyone cross over. It becomes 
easier for other Filipino movies to get in festivals. 
Tt becomes easier to sell our movies to other 
countries.” 
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Baby, film, weddin; 
BERLIN—ACTOR fi 
‘Tom Cruise told Ger- 
manys leading. 
tabloid that he want- 
ed to tie the knot this 
summer with fiancee 
Katie Holmes, after 
the birth of their ba- 
by and the upcoming 
release of his new ' 
film, "Mission Im- 
possible IL" 

Cruise was in Ger- 
many to plug the film 
on the country's pop- 
ular "Wetten Dass ...” 


cml Be . Tv GR 
show. He said on the Suring the German TV 


show Saturday that “how Wetten Dass.” je 


two pilots were at the ready to fly him home 
should Holmes go into labor. 

“If Katie calls, 'm gone,” Cruise said, insisting 
that he wanted to be present atthe birth of their 
first child. 

“First the baby, then the film,” he was quoted. 
assaying. “Then, in summer, we want to get mar- 
ried. Iwon't let this woman get away" The film is 
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APRIL 10 to 12 
OPENS on APRIL 15 


For SCREENING SCHEDULES, 
pls. call our CINEMA ACCESS: 
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wenverobinsonsmoveworld com. 


due for release in May. 


The much awaited film version of 
— the award-winning broadway musical 
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Father 


Christmas 

LOS ANGELES—Os- 
carnominated actor 
Paul Giamatti has 
signed on to play Fa- 
ther Christmas in a 
new comedy that will 
costar Vince Vaughn. 

The Wamer Bros 
comedy, still untitled, 
reunites Vaughn with 
director David Dobkin, 
"who directed him in 
“Wedding Crashers,” 
costarring Owen Wil- 
son, according to Daily 
Variety. 

Giamatti, 38, sprang 
to fame with his role in 
2004s — wine-themed. 
Toad movie "Side- 
ways," and won an Os- 
car nomination this 

4. year for his supporting 
role in Ron Howard's 
boxing epic "Cinderella. 
Man" He lost the 
award to George 
Clooney who won it for 
“Syriana.” AFP 


Madonna 


| tour 
NEW YORK—The Ma- 
terial Gir/Mom is set 
to go on a world tour 
this summer. 
Madonna will 
open the "Confes- 
sions Tour" in Los An- 
i geles on May 21, 
^ work eastward 
through North Amer- 
* ica and jump to Eu- 
Tope on July 30 in 
Cardiff, Wales, it was 
announced Monday. 
Tm going to tum 
the world into one big 
dance floor,” the 47- 
year-old singer said in 
a statement. 
It is Madonna's first 
tour since the 2004 
j “Relnvention Tou" 
j Other stops include Las 
j Vegas, Phoenix, Chica- 
go, Montreal, New 
York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Miami and At- 
B. lantic City, New Jersey. 
European destina- 
tions include London, 
Rome and Paris. The 
tour will also extend to 
Japan, featuring con- 
certs in Tokyo and Osa- 
ka. More dates are ex- 
pected to be added. AP 


$1-M 


previews 

NEW — YORK—Julia 
Roberts was almost the 
million-dollar baby on 
Broadway last week. 

“Three Days of 
Rai? which stars 
Roberts, Paul Rudd 
and Bradley Cooper 
grossed a whopping 
$988,298 for its first 
full week of preview 
performances, accord- 
ing to figures released 
Monday by the League 
of American Theatres 
and Producers. 

The eight perfor- 
mances, which began 
March 28, played to 
101 percent of capacity. 
(which includes stand- 
ing room) at the 
Bernard B. Jacobs The- 
atre, the league said. 
The Richard Green- 
berg play—Roberts 
Broadway ^ debu— 
opens April19. AP 
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AFTER A FILM CHARMS THE 
socks off moviegoers, it's often 
parlayed into a sequel some years 
later. Some 70 percent of the time, 
however, the sequel turns out to 
be not as good as the original. 

So, why do a sequel? Because 
even those diminishing returns can 
add up to millions of extra dollars for 
the emerging Rim franchise. 

“lce Age: The Meltdown” isnt as 
delightful and endearing as the fist 
one, but is still worth a peek, 

Plotwise, things have simmered 
down, with the main problem in- 
volving the need for all living crea- 
tures to head for the far 
side ofa valley to avoid 
being drowned in a 
huge flood, after the 
end of the le Age 
causes the glaciers to 
melt, 

The absence of a 
major villain or conflict 
makes the proceedings 
feel impersonal. The 
stakes are high for all 
ofthe earth’ creatures, 
but viewers cant em- 
pathize with their 
problem. 

Relief 

‘Thats why its a re- 
lief when the movie fi- 
nally introduces the 
mew character Elie, 
a female woolly mam- 
moth who eventualy 
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Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5} Quezon Cit 
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New character charms vi 


because she doesnt know she's a 
mammoth; she believes she's a big 
possum—and these two species 
don’t mix in the romance depart- 
‘ment! 

Tt seems she suffered a traumatic 
separation from her mother when 
she was little, and a family of pos- 
sums brought her up. She em- 
pathized with them completely, and 
even taught herself to hang by her 
tail from a tree branch! 

‘There's nothing logical about 
that, of course, so viewers wil just 
have to suspend disbelief big time. 
That isn't all that hard to do, because 
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feeling all 
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Rig 


ends up as original "ce. 
Age" gangmate Man- 
nys squeeze. 1 
The winsome lady 
‘mammoth is a breath 
of fresh air in the gen- 
erally sassy proceed- 
ings, and the change of 
pace is definitely wel- 
come. All that ackack 
sass gets to be a stain 
after a while, so its 
"ice that a softer, more 
"romantic subplot has 
been put in motion. 
"What makes the 
mew character even 
cuter is the fact that 
she isnttthe least bit in- 
terested in Manny as a 
lovemate. Why? Well, 
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THE MELTDOWN 


TALL STORY 


food and drinks). 
details. 


MONDAY AND TUESDAY SPECIAL 


4 woweNTS 
OF LOVE 


CHINESE 


Ellie is just so (hugely) cute... 
When push comes to shove, how- 
ever, the sequel still ends up belong- 
ing to lite, desperate, acom-loving 
Scrat, who makes occasional ap- 
pearances in the movie, just to show 


who's really the boss in this produc- 
tion. 

So, the film ends up a “can-see." If 
you watch only one motion picture 
every two months, you might pass 
con this one in favor ofa better film. 


But if you're the movie-a-week 
sort and its a humdrum moviegoing 
"weekend, you could give it an an- 
thropomorphic gander, "Ice Age 2" 
generates warm, fuzzy feelings al 
around. 
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Doncerts, stage playe | 


NOW ON ITS 2ND WEEK 


CERTIFIED BOX OFFICE HIT! 


BUMMER 1 
RAONDINARY LOVE STORY 
he lives iw the present 
he bounds vf time? 


"A wonderful, beautiful movie. 
- Sharon Cuneta 
is a movie to be proud of.” 


J:made commercial film 
hat is pleasant to look at, 
and is a grand romance at its bet 

Mario Bautista (People’s Journal) 
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Championships - The Undisputed 
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Pundaquit Festival at Greenbelt 
April 5, 2008 


- Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
‘at REP's Giobe Theater - Apri 1, 2.7. B;9 
For inquiries. pis. cal 887-07 10. 
Registration is now ongoing for Ayaia Museum's 


7" Bummer Art Festival Workshop 2008 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 oF vit www.ayalamusaum or 
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QS 
MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
GALLERIA 632-9116 


1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN + THX 6 BASIC INSTINCT 2 


2 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 7 JUST FRIENDS 


3 BANDIDAS 8 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


4 GRANDMA'S BOY 9 CHINESE TALL STORY 


SICEAGE2 10 SHE'S THE MAN 


536-7809 to 12 


ERMITA 


4 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 


2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 5 GRANDMA'S BOY 


3ICEAGE2 6 BANDIDAS 


4 JUST FRIENDS 
BASIC INSTINCT 2 


METRO EAST ? 682.8193 - 682-8199 
1 BASIC INSTINCT 2 5THE HILLS HAVE EYES. 


7 CHINESE TALL STORY 


2 CHINESE TALL STORY 6 BANDIDAS 


3 GRANDMA'S BOY 7 JUST FRIENDS 


4ICEAGE 2 8 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


1 


NOVALICHES 

1 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
2ICEAGE2 

3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


CITISQUARE MALABON 202575 PIONEER 687-5378 
E | 


1THE HILLS HAVE EYES 1THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 2ICEAGE2 

3 RESERVE 3 GRANDMA'S BOY 

4 RESERVE 4BANDIDAS 


935-3231 / 935-3228-30 


4 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
5 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 


before Romeo and Juliet there was. 


TRISTAN & ISOLDE | 


fran executive producer Riley Set comes asp eof lox md ls, 
E Pa Pede Ce mpl are pts 


catch the 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
Galleria, Ermita, Metro East, : 
Pioneer, Novaliches, Imus and Dasmariñas | 
| 
| 


APRIL 10 to 12 


MTRCB Rating: PG-13. OPENS on APRIL 15 


(043) 757-3664 
(043) 312.58 


1ICEAGE2 
2MOMENTS OF LOVE 
3 VENOM 

4V FOR VENDETTA 

5 HOUSE OF FURY 


ANGELES 


1ICEAGE2 

2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 
3 ULTRAVIOLET | 
4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


STARMILLS Gs 


(045) 961.5270. 
1 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
2ICEAGE2 

3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

4 ULTRAVIOLET 

5 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 

6 NANNY MCPHEE 


ILOILO 


1ICE AGE 2 

2 VENOM 

3 HOUSE OF FURY 

4 NORTH COUNTRY 

5 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
6 THE DARK 


The y 
Perfect Gift ^: 
Al'Year Round 
A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts foe volume purchases! 


——A—X—A————— (4-75 ica and 15 


2 ULTRAVIOLET 
3ICEAGE2 
4 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


DASMARINAS 
1 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
2ICEAGE2 

3 NORTH COUNTRY 

4 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

5 SHE'S THE MAN 


IMUS 


1 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
2ICEAGE2 

3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

4 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
5SHE'S THE MAN 


(048) 862-2125 


(046) 416-4352 conne 


(046) 875-3838 
(046) 471-8188 


TI 
BACOLOD ow uoe 
1ICEAGE2 

2SHE'S THE MAN 

3 VENOM 

4 NORTH COUNTRY 

5 SHAGGY DOG 

6 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


033) 336-8070 


Now you can make her happy 


‘Share a movi with a loved one with SM Cinema's 


50%OF Fz 


treat on your 2nd ticket! 
Stars on March 15 fo Api 30, 2006 
o enjoy each other's 
Mondays to Thursdoys Uer Sopeny, 
MEGAMALL- STA. MESA" MANILA PODIUM” FAIRVIEW = SOUTHMALL 


NORTH EDSA" SAN LAZARO * STA. ROSA PAMPANGA ` BAGUIO * VALENZUELA 
MARILAO- MOLINO BATANGAS > LUCENA" CEBU * DAVAO" CAGAYAN DE ORO 


lel "WO F3 


coil sre yout he 


TRISTAN 5; ISOLDE 


Red Carpet Premiere 
TONIGHT at 730 pm. 
ŠM Megamall Cine 
REGULAR SHOWING STARTS APRIL IS WITH 
SNEAK PREVIEW ON APRIL IDTO 12 AT SM CINEMAS 


METRO MANILA 
m 2o. SM CHY FAMNEN. s- 
FLUTE es 
TEASER 0 frucreaviouer 
appuie Just ensenos 
ORATION esie 


BANDIDAS 
02:00 870225 Mr [04:35 [FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
Si ‘GRANDMA'S BOY 


do E2SLES 
J"BANDIDAS 


09.00 LMF / 1040 END. 
— SH MEGACINEMA 

iMOMENTS OF LOVE 

SCE AGE 2 


1;BANDIDAS 
10:40FS / 11:10 MF / 01:20 
24:30 05.40 
(FEARLESS 
V FOR VENDETTA 


07:501 09:30LFS, 
SHE'S THE MAN 


EE 
GRANDMA'S BOY 
| ULTRAVIOLET 
SHE'S THE MAN 
+ ICE AGE 2 
NANNY McPHEE 
BANDIDAS 
|' CHINESE TALL STORY 
! FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
|) MOMENTS OF LOVE 
ÈV FOR VENDETTA 
{VENOM 
i3usr FRIENDS 


01030 TMF] 1140 END 
GRANDMA'S BOY 
ICE AGE 2 


SHOTYSILMESS — 
ICE AGE 2 

JUST FRIENDS 

5 BANDIDAS 

| GRANDMA'S BOY 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
VENOM 

NANNY McPHEE 
ULTRAVIOLET 
SHE'S THE MAN 

jV FOR VENDETTA 

SM CITY BICUTAN 

ijICE AGE 2 

1. MOMENTS OF LOVE 
3 JUST FRIENDS 

i BANDIDAS 

SM CITY SAN LAZARO ——. 

ICE AGE 2 
1BANDIDAS 

jvENOM 

! GRANDMA'S BOY 
33usr FRIENDS 

i MOMENTS OF LOVE 


CHINESE TALL STORY 
|: JUST FRIENDS 
| SHE'S THE MAN 


SM GITY SOUTHIAALL 
ICE AGE 2 


;BANDIDAS 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
VENOM 
GRANDMA'S BOY 

šJusT FRIENDS 

"CHINESE TALL STORY 
SSHE’S THE MAN 
;ULTRAVIOLET 
SHSUPERCENTER VALENZUELA 
ICE AGE 2 

IOMENTS OF LOVE 
lsHE'S THE MAN 

JUST FRIENDS 

SM GITY SUDRT. once, 

LJUST FRIENDS 

EICE AGE 2 

1 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

:'BANDIDAS 


FOR VENDETTA 


TICE AGE 2 
13UST FRIENDS 
} MOMENTS OF LOVE 
| RESERVED 
3 BANDIDAS 
£ CHINESE TALL STORY 
) ULTRAVIOLET 
: VENOM 
"SM CITY DASMARINAS... 
‘ULTRAVIOLET 
1: MOMENTS OF LOVE 
} HOUSE OF FURY 
NICE AGE 2 


pum 
A Limits 
APRIL 8, 2006 i 


SATURDAY - 8:30 PM 


SM MEGAMALL 
CINEMA 3 


Tickets at Tickols at 
(P180 «P280 + P380) (P300 = P500 = P800) 
Tick TICKETWORLD 391-5610/ 891-3999 


SM NORTH EDSA 
CINEMA 1 


"SIR CITY BAGUIO 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
{SHE'S THE MAN 
FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
rce AGE 2 
TSM CITY MARILAO. 
VENOM 
|OMENTS OF LOVE 
pace AGE 2 
|: FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
Ty SM CITY BAIANEAS ... 
[HOUSE OF FURY 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
ICE AGE 2 
(v FOR VENDETTA 


ICE AGE 2 
[ULTRAVIOLET 
‘BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
ZNANNY McPHEE 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
S MOMENTS OF LOVE 
i MOMENTS OF LOVE sree 
JveNOM House OF FURY 
i FINAL DESTINATION 3). ten aot 2 
T. SMOHYSIA.ROSA__ | 3 v FOR VENDETTA 
isHAGGY DOG MOMENTS OF LOVE 
;utTRAVIOLET Sn ono 
IMOMENTS OF LOVE fice ace 2 
rce AGE 2 1 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


1 SHE'S THE MAN 
: VENOM 


StA CITY BACON...» 
NANNY McPHEE 
SHE'S THE MAN 

ŽICE AGE 2 
ZULTRAVIOLET 
3BANDIDAS 


CASANOVA 
NANNY McPHEE 
} MOMENTS OF LOVE 


“ae, SM ENT MONE, 
HOUSE OF FURY 
RESERVED 
J ICE AGE 2 
| FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
5: MOMENTS OF LOVE 
VENOM 
Ï RESERVED 
# THE DARK 


SEIT GAGAWAN 
!ULTRAVIOLET 
1sHAGGY DOG 

J HOUSE OF FURY 


S'GLORY ROAD 
É V FOR VENDETTA 

1/ MOMENTS OF LOVE 
© ICE AGE 2 


Got 4 tickets for the price of 31 
This promo is vatid oniy during the 3-day matiwige salo at CHARME 


SM San Lazaro, Marilao, Cagayan de Oro and 
‘SM Supor Conter Molino. 
Not appicabie with other SM Cinema promos. 


IBEST COPY AVAILABLE! 


"M a winner, too! 


John Prats 
given Kea 


By Nini Valera 


OHN PRATS SAID 
he would have giv- 
en the condomini- 

um unit and half of the 

Pi-million prize money 

to fellow housemate 

Keanna Reeves had he 

won the top prize in the 

reality TV show “Pinoy 

Big Brother Celebrity 

Edition.” 

The reality show, aired 
on ABS-CBN, ended on 

Saturday. 


Just right 

Keanna won with 
571,607 text votes, 44.2 
percent of the total; John, 
second placer, 372,198 
votes or 28.8 percent. 

Te was just right that his 
starletfriend won, the 
young actor told INQUREA 
Entertainment on Monday. 
“She entered the house for 
the sake of her two chil- 

Keanna received about 
P4 million worth of cash 
and prizes. Her chosen 
charity the women's orga 
nization Gabriela, also re 
ceived P1 million. 

John said he already felt 
like a winner when he en 
tered the PBB house last 
Reb. 5. “It was just a bonus 
that landed in second 
place,” he said. "joined for 
the experience, expecting 
nothing, I was prepared to 
leave in the second week. 


Surreal 

John lasted all of the 
prescribed 58 days. He de- 
scribed his life inside the 
PBB house as surreal. 

“No one but a house 
mate would understand 


WILLIE NEPOMUCENO TAKES: 
the very popular reality TV show 
offering, "Pinoy's Big Bother Cq 
Edition, 

Imagine the hilarious consed] 
Willie Nep gathers the most tan] 
infamous, celebrities under on 
root—Pacman, Gringo, Mang FI 
Ka Freddie, Erap, FVR, Tita Cory 
Aino, just to name a few, Garc} 
show up if he's not evicted soot 

See the housemates break do: 
the "confession" room: the Peop! 
dedicating a mission to wife Jink 
"Para sa 'yo.... ang labadang it 
phy caught on tape cavorting wat 
housemate; or Gringo plotting a | 
against Kuya while Erap is ordere 
smart Kris In "Game Ka Pa 84^ | 
die Aguilar shave his long har n 
ing his guitar? 

“Pinoy’s Big Bother" wih so 4 
Wills Nep's impressions ol torn] 
music artists. 


Holy thoughts 

(erygma TV" (Wednesdays, 
41:30 p.m) conducts a Hoy Wey 
reat Inthe form of a one-hour s 
“Dakilang Pag-Ibig." 

Hosted by Bo Sanchez, Cathoil 
preacher and best-selling author 
B. Singson, the special wili be air 
Maundy Thursday, 11 a.m to 12 
lay preachers wil share "nspin. 
‘on God's love [and on] hurnulity af 
hood 


Remember Paul A 
Paul Anka—indefatigabls hw 
career started in the ate 19905 
‘dapper 63-year-old and si surp 
ences nationwide with his energe 
ances. He recently released an 
lock Swings,” In which he nte 
‘of the greatest rock songs of the 
yoars—among inem "Its My Lih 
Bon Jovi, "Jump" by Van Halen af 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


War & remembrance 


Anew documentary on the WW II ship USS Cooper, 
which sank in Ormoc Bay, yields a treasure trove of tales 


I'd have 
nna P5M 


the feeling of being in 
there,” he said, "es like liv- 
ing in a different world 
with only a voice com- 
manding you what to do. 
Only later, after you've ful- 
filed all your tasks that 
youll understand how Big 
Brother was really just 
preparing you for the out- 
side world" 

^1 missed Nancy (Cas- 
tiglione) in the beginning,” 
John admitted. He and 
Nancy had been seeing 
each other a few weeks be- 
fore he became a house- 
mate, 

"We havent talked,” 
John confided. “Tm 
Scared; I don't understand 
whats happening. I 
haven't even used my cel 
phone. A lot of things 
could have happened in 
two months, and Im afraid 
to find out. If she's [si 
there it would be, wow. If 
shes not, 1 wouldn't hurt 
toomuch.” 


Disconnected 

He sid his best friend, 
Luis Manzano, thought he 
wasnt acting normal, "I 
told him it felt weird talk- 
ingto him,” John said. “He 
said I was carrying on lite 
anew kid in school. He got 
that ight.” 

‘On Sunday morning, he 
had to show up for a picto- 
rial, for his new movie, 
“Manay” 

“Everybody was con- 
gratulating me. I tried to 
act normal,” he said. 
“[But] still felt discon- 
nected and disoriented. 
The psychologist said 
this was to be expected, 
and that 1 should not 
panic.” 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


OR LOS ANGELES-BASED 

filmmaker Daniel Foster, his- 

tory is not about boring 
relics; it's alive, brimming with col- 
orand drama. 

Foster vows to bring a bygone era back to 
life in his latest project. He is currently writ- 
ing, directing and co-editing a documentary 
on a sunken World War H ship, “USS Cooper: 
Return to Ormoc Bay" for the Cebu-based 
Hollywood firm Bigfoot Entertainment. 

(The USS Cooper was torpedoed by the 
Japanese in the waters off Ormoc, Leyte, on 
Dec. 3, 1944.) 

He is currently finishing post-productio 
work on Bigfoor’s campus, the Inter- 
national Academy of Film and Televi- 
sion (IAFT) on Mactan Island. 

TnguiRer Entertainment visited TAFT 
and saw Filipino artists and techni- 
cians at work, doing the animation 
work and editing the docu as supervised by 
Foster, 

Foster and Bigfoot hope to finish work in 
two months. "[The documentary] will defi- 
nitely premiere in Cebu and we'll submit it to. 
different film festivals abroad." 

It is only appropriate, the filmmaker said, 
for a film on Philippine history that is being 
completed with the help of Filipino artists and 
technicians, to debut on Philippine soil. 


What led you to this project? 

Itall started with a phone call. My first pro- 
ject with Bigfoot was "Nautical Angels,” a 
travel show set in Thailand. When they men- 
tioned the"USS Cooper” docu, I immediately 
said yes because it has such depth and incred- 
ible emotion. It's about war. I mean, it makes 
a strong statement about war. 


An anti-war statement? 
Not anti-war. Of course, we are all against 
war, but this is not an anti-war docu. Its about 


AT THE survivors’ reunion in Baltimore last year: Skip Scibek, Tony Autorino, Hank Wagener 


and Daniel Foster. 


wreck discoverer Rob Lalumiere placing a 
memorial plaque on the ship, for the 191 men 
who perished in it. 

Tt tackles the human story. We interviewed 
those who knew the story best—old men who 
{had to kill people in the war]. Death had 
stared them in the face. 

‘These men tell great stories. Take Hank 
Wagener, who's 81. He's not in the best of 
health, He has a bad leg, but he traveled all 
the way from Chicago to Ormoc to shoot the 
docu. He hadn't been there since USS Cooper 
sank. That last time, he spent 17 hours in the 
water. 

T also interviewed 81-year-old Richard Se- 
mentelli, a 20-millimeter gunner on the USS 
‘Sumner, another ship in Ormoc Bay that night 


As (the third ship was the Moale), His job was to 


gun down kamikaze pilots. He saw for him- 


"TAKES self the exact moment when the 


Fives 
ËJ und Seemsthisisnot the usual historical 


Cooper was hit by a torpedo. 


docu? 

Ithas great suspense. It was an ex- 
tremely technical, complicated and danger- 
‘ous dive. It has a lot of passion, action and 
emotion. It’s about grief and loss, but it also 
has a certain buoyancy. Its not a downer. It 
will also make you laugh. For example, Jong 
In-lee, a Korean support diver, is very funny. 


‘What can we learn from the World War II 
veterans? 

1 spent five months interviewing them. 
From them I learned the great lesson that war 
has taught us: that we haven't learned the les- 
son of wat. 


Post-production is being done in Cebu? 

We have a great computer graphics and an- 
imation department there that rivals the best 
post-production house in Hollywood. Fil- 
ipinos are very skilled in effects and (the req- 
uisite animation/3D] Maya software. I tell 
them my vision; I come back in two days and 
they have exactly what 1 want—and more. 


‘THE DIRECTOR at work on the set of “USS Cooper” 


Pinoy’ S Big. Bother Conspiracy Edition’ 


poiar 
in hls next 


WILLIE Nepomuceno 


BEDAZZLED 


senaculo, “Martir sa Golgota." Confirmed 
performance dates are April 11 in Pagsanjan, 
Laguna; April 12 in Plaza Hugo, Sta. Ana, 
where ital began; and April 13 n San Juan 
Town plaza. 

‘The production, Lou's brainchild, is pre- 
sented by Tanghalang Sta. Ana, the commu- 
nity-based theater group born In a ware 
house, 

This year's Christ Is Russel Sorilo. Partic- 
Ipating celebrities are Tommy Abuel as Pon- 
tius Plate, wy Violan as the Virgin Mary, Je- 
nine Desiderio as Mary Magdalene, Bote 
Pascua as John the Baptist, Miguel Castro as 
the Angel and Juan dela Cruz, Allan Mirasol 
as Judas, Roanne Mallari as the hemor- 
raghio, Ces Aldaba as Calphas, Perry Dizon 
Escafio, Abel Napuran, Beats Rivera, Albert 
Jimenez, Frank Lorenzo, Vince Tafiada and 
Pol Sy. Call 721-0801. 


Last call 

‘This week could be the last call for the lat- 
est edition of "Bedazzled" at Club Mwah In. 
‘Mandaluyong. The show consists of breath- 
taking production numbers, dient 
thought-out and painstakingly executed cos- 
tumes, extremely attractive and slfed per- 
formers, plus tha spirit of Las Vegas. “Every 
one should seo this,” gushed actress Susan 
Races, one of many distinguished celebrities 
who have seen previous Incamations of tha 
revue put together by partners Cris Nicolas 
and Pocholo Malllin. Call 631-6009 or 535- 
7943. 


Benefit concert 


Like Toen Spirit" by Nirvana, 

Paul Anka is sotto do two big Viva con- 
certs titled "| Did It My Way" at the Araneta 
Coliseum, on May 14 and 18. 

Tickets (from P500 to P6,000) are now 
avaliable at the Araneta Coliseum box office 
and SM Tickatnet outlets, 


18th year ‘Golgota’ 
This is the 18th year that diractor-actor 
Lou Veloso is mounting his celebrated 


POPULAR bands Shamrock and Intensity 
will rock the Institute of Creative Computer 
Technology-Calnta Campus in a benefit con- 
cert this Apr 8 at the sixth floor gymnasium 
^f the school, which is located along VV So- 
liven Avenue ii, Cainta, Rizal, 

“The concert hopes to ralse funds for Im- 
provement projects forthe school, which 
currently has 5,000 students. 

ICCT is a Bost information Technology 
‘School awardea, an honor bestowed on the 


LOU Veloso in “Martir sa Golgota” 


‘campus by the Consumer Cholce and Dan- 
gal awards in 2004, 


Tickets are now being sold at the campus. 


Tonight 

Margla Flolrendo, Maan Hontiveros, 
Carmia Francisco and Nina Romualtoz in 
the musical, "We're Still Hot!" at Teatrino, 
Greenhils Shopping Center Cal 891-2968 

‘Wunjo at '70s Bistro, Anonas Street, 
Quezon Ciy 

Mocha at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
m 


Tomorrow 

Grogg Rolle's Santana atthe 
Araneta Coliseum 

Margle Flolrondo, Maan 
Hontiveros, Carmita Francisco 
and Nina Romualdoz in the mu- 
sical, "We're Stl Hoti” at 
Teatrino, Greens Shopping 
Center. Cal 891-9999. f 

RI n Frionds withthe Mem- 
bors Band at RI Gultar Bar, 
Jupiter Strest, Makati 

PRivormaya at Starmall Edsa; 
Spm, 


Ormoc, 


BO Sanchez and Rissa Singson 


Tho Jerks at '70s Bistro, Anonas Street, 
Quezon City 

Randy Santlaga and Sth Avenue at Tavern 
on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


April8 

Gregg Rolle's Santana at the Clark Expo, , 
Pampanga 

MYMP at the Alegria Lounge of the Casi- 
no Pavillon-Pavilion; 9 p.m. Tickets are avall- 
abla at SM Ticketnet and are sold at P1,000 
(inclusive of one drink and P300 worth of 
bonus bets). Call 524-6648. 1 

Margio Holrendo, Maan Honllveros, Car! 
mita Francsto and Nina Romualdez l 
musical, "We're Still Hott” at Teatrino, 
Greenhills Shopping Center. Call 891-9999. 

Mr. God and Company at RJ Gultar Bar, 
Jupitr Street. Makat! 

Coflobreak Island at '70s Bistro, Anonas 
Strast, Quezon City 

"lie ot Lev at Tavorn on the Squat, 
Greenbelt 3 


April9 
za Calzado at Metropolis 
star Alabang: 4 pam 


April 10 

Sings of Soul and Michao- 
langelo at Tavern on the 
Square, Greenbat3 

Michael Terry at RJ Guitar 
Bar, Jupfor Streot, Makat 


April 11 
‘Strings of Soul and MYMP at 
Tavern an tho Square 
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Anew documentary on the WW II ship USS Cooper, 
which sank in Ormoc Bay, yields a treasure trove of tales 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. 

E OR LOS ANGELES-BASED 


wreck discoverer Rob Lalumiere placing a 
memorial plaque on the ship, for the 191 men 
who perished in it 

Tt tackles the human story. We interviewed 
those who knew the story best—old men who 
Thad to kill people in the war]. Death had 
stared them in the face. 

‘These men tell great stories. Take Hank 
Wagener, who's 81. He's not in the best of 
health. He has a bad leg, but he traveled all 
the way from Chicago to Ormoc to shoot the 
docu. He hadn't been there since USS Cooper 
sank. That last time, he spent 17 hours in the 
water, 

T also interviewed 81-year-old Richard Se- 
Japanese in the waters off Ormoc, Leyte, on mentelli, a 20-millimeter gunner on the USS 
Dec. 3, 1944.) Sumner, another ship in Ormoe Bay that night 

He is currently finishing post-production /ra(the third ship was the Moale). His job was to 
work on Bigfoot's campus, the Inter- __/-! gun down kamikaze pilots. He saw for him- 
national Academy of Film and Televi- "EE" TAKE“ self the exact moment when the 
sion (AFT) on Mactan Island. : 7 Cooper was hit bya torpedo. 

TNOUIRER Entertainment visited IAFT i, FIVE 
and saw Filipino artists and techni- É dil Seems this isnotthe usual historical 
cians at work, doing the animation docu? 
work and editing the docu as supervised by Tt has great suspense. It was an ex- 
Foster tremely technical, complicated and danger- 

Foster and Bigfoot hope to finish work in ous dive. It has a lot of passion, action and 
two months, "[The documentary] will defi- emotion, It's about grief and loss, but it also 

ly premiere in Cebu and we'll submit it to has a certain buoyancy. It’s not a downer. It 
different film festivals abroad." will also make you laugh. For example, Jong 

It is only appropriate, the filmmaker said, In-lee, a Korean support diver, is very funny. 
for a film on Philippine history that is being 
completed with the help of Filipino artists and 
technicians, to debut on Philippine soil 


filmmaker Daniel Foster, his- 

tory is not about boring 
relics; it’s alive, brimming with col- 
orand drama. 

Foster vows to bring a bygone era back to 
life in his latest project. He is currently writ- 
ing, directing and co-editing a documentary 
on a sunken World War I ship, “USS Cooper: 
Return to Ormoc Bay" for the Cebu-based 
Hollywood firm Bigfoot Entertainment. 

(The USS Cooper was torpedoed by the 


Ji 
nna P5M 


the feeling of being in 
there,” he said "Ies like liv- 
ing in a different world 
with only a voice com- 
manding you what to do. 
Only lates, after youve ful- 
filled all your tasks that 
you'll understand how Big 
Brother was really just 
preparing you for the out- 
side world.” 

"T missed Nancy (Cas- 
tiglione) in the beginning,” 
John admitted, He and 
Nancy had been seeing 
each other a few weeks be- 
fore he became a house- 
mate. 

"We havent talked? 
John confided. "Im 
scared; I don't understand 
whats happening. I 
haven't even used my cell 


What can we learn from the World War II 
veterans? 

T spent five months interviewing them. 
From them learned the great lesson that war 
has taught us: that we haven't learned the les- 
‘son of war. 


Whatled you to this project? 

Ttall started with a phone call. My first pro- 
ject with Bigfoot was "Nautical Angels,” a 
travel show set in Thailand. When they men- 
tioned the “USS Cooper” docu, I immediately 
said yes because it has such depth and incred- 
ible emotion, It's about war. I mean, it makes 
strong statement about war. 


Post-production is being done in Cebu? 

We have a great computer graphics and an- 
imation department there that rivals the best 
post-production house in Hollywood. Fil- 


phone. A lot of things 
could have happened in 
two months, and I'm afraid 
to find out. I she's [st] 
there it would be, wow If 
she's not, I wouldn't hurt 
too much.” 


Disconnected 

He said his best friend, 
Luis Manzano, thought he 
"wasnt acting normal. “I 
told him it felt weird talk- 
ing to him,” John said. “He 
said I was carrying on like 
anew kid in school. He got 
that ight.” 

On Sunday morning, he 
had to show up fora picto- 
rial, for his new movie, 
Manay” 

"Everybody was con- 
gratulating me. I tried to 
act normal,” he said. 
“(But] still felt discon- 
nected and disoriented. 
The psychologist said 
this was to be expected, 
and that I should not 


panic.” 


An anti-war statement? 
Not anti-war. Of course, we are all against 
war, but this is not an anti-war docu. It's about 


AT THE survivors’ reunion in Baltimore las 
and Daniel Foster. 


WILLIE Nepomuceno 


BEDAZZLED 


ipinos are very skilled in effects and [the req. 


Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana. 

Paul Anka ls set to do two big Viva con- 
certs titled "| Did it My Way" atthe Araneta 
Gollsour, on May 14 and 15. 

Tickets (from P500 to P6,000) are now. 
avaliable at the Araneta Coliseum box office 
and SM Ticketnet outlets. 


18th year ‘Golgota’ 
This is the 18th year that director-actor 
Lou Veloso Is mounting his celebrated 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


st year: Skip Scibek, Tony Autori 


uisite animation/3D) Maya software. 1 tell 
them my vision; I come back in two days and 
they have exactly what I want—and more, 


10, Hank Wagener 


DOCUMENTARY showcases the work of Filipino technicians. 


‘THE DIRECTOR at work on the set of “USS Cooper” in Ormoc. 


nspiracy Edition’ 


senaculo, "Martir sa Golgota." Confirmed 
performance dates are April 14 in Pagsanjan, 
Laguna; April 12 In Plaza Hugo, Sta. Ana, 
where it all began; and April 13 in San Juan 
town plaza 

The production, Lou's brainchild, is pre- 
sented by Tanghalang Sta. Ana, the commu- 
nity-based theater group born in a ware- 
house, 

"This year's Christ ls Russel Sorillo. Partic- 
Ipating celebrities are Tommy Abuel as Pon- 
tlus Plate, Ivy Violan as the Virgin Mary, Je- 
nine Desiderio as Mary Magdalene, Bodile 
Pascua as John the Baptist, Miguel Castro as 
the Angel and Juan dela Cruz, Allan Mirasol 
as Judas, Roanne Mallari as the hemor- 
raghic, Ces Aldaba as Calphas, Perry Dizon 
Escaño, Abel Napuran, Beats Rivera, Albert 
Jimenez, Frank Lorenzo, Vince Tafiada and 
Pol Sy. Call 721-0801 


Last call 

This week could be the tast cali for the lat- 
ast adition of "Bedazzled" at Ciub Mwah In 
Mandaluyong. The show consists of breath- 
taking production numbers, diligently 
thought-out and painstakingly executed cos- 
Aumes, extremely attractive and skilled per- 
formers plus the spirit of Las Vegas. “Every: 
‘one should see this,” gushed actress Susan 
Races, one of many distinguished celebrities 
who have seen previous incarnations of the 
rewie put together by partners Cris Nicolas 
and Pocholo Malilin. Call 631-8009 or 535- 
p 


Benefit concert 

POPULAR bands Shamrock and Intensity 
Wil rock the Institute of Creative Computer 
Technology-Cainta Campus Ina benefit con- 
cert this April 8 at the sixth floor gymnasium 
of the school, which ts located along W So- 
ivan Avenue II, Cainta, Rizal. 

The concert hopes to rls funds for Im- 
provement projects for tha schoo, which 
currently has 5,000 students. 

ICCT is a Bast information Technology 
‘School awardee, an honor bestowed on the 


campus by the Consumer Choice and Dan- 
gal awards in 2004. 
‘Tickets are now being sold at the campus. 


Tonight 

Margie Flolrendo, Maan Hontiveros, 
arma Francisco and Nina Romualdoz In 
the musical, "We're Still Hot!” at Teatrino, 
Greenhills Shopping Center. Cal! 891-9999. 

‘Wanjo at '70s Bistro, Anonas Street, 
Quezon Ciy 

Mocha at Tavarn onthe Square, Green- 
bota 


Tomorrow 

Grogg Rollo's Santana atthe 
Araneta Coliseum 

Marglo Flolrondo, Maan 
Hontivoros, Carmita Francisco 
and Nina Romualdoz In tho mu- 
sical, "We're Stil Hot” at 
Teatrino, Greanhilis Shopping 
Camar. Call 891-8999. 

RJ n Frlonds with the Mem- 
bors Band at R Gultar Bar, 
Jupiter Street, Makati 

Rivormaya at Starmall Edsa; 
5pm. 


— 
E. 


BO Sanchez and Rissa Singson 


Tho Jerks at "70s Bistro, Anonas Street, 
Quezon City 

Randy Santiago and 9th Avenue at Tavern. 
on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


April 

Gregg Rolie's Santana at the Clark Expo, . 
Pampanga 

MYMP at the Alegria Lounge of the Casi- 
no Pavilon: Pavilon; 9 p.m, Tickets ae avall- 
able at SM Ticketnet and are sold at P1,000 
(inclusive of one drink and P300 worth of 
fonus bets). Cal 524-6648. 1 

Margle Flolrendo, Maan Hontiveros, Car 
mita Francisco and Nina Romualdoz in the 
musica,“ Were Sil Hot at Tetrno, 
Greenhills Shopping Center. Call 891-9999. 

Mr. God and Company at RJ Guitar Bar, 
Jupiter Street, Makati 

 Colfebroak Island at ‘70s Bistro, Anonas 
Strest, Quezon City 

Tribe af Lovi at Tavern onthe Square, 
Greenbat’3 


April9 
za Calzado at Metropolis. 
‘Star Alabang; 4 p.m, 


April 10 

‘Strings of Sout and Michae- 
langolo at Tavern onthe 
Square, Greenbelt 3 

Michael Tery at RI Gultar 
Bar, duptr Street, Makati 


April 11 : 
Stings of Soul and MYMP t 


Tavern on tho Squaro 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


BE CAREFUL. ARE You SURE? I DON'T M, I'M CYCLOPS. 


THIS ISLAND WoLY Co 


Looks 17'S GAMBI 
DANGEROUS, AND STORM! 
i AND 

SEAN GREY! 


REMEMBER ANYONE BY 
THOSE NAMES 1N 
STHE ODYSSEY". 


T mouent 
WS S 

je WAS MY woLver-| 
DREAM. 


NAGPIRMA LAHAT! Y MASKI YATA SA 


BUTI NAMAN AT 


f| KASULUKSULUIKAN NG, 


MAY PAK ACA 

J FA SKA SA 
POLITIKA MASKI 

NAGUGÜTDA SHA! 


BANSA INABOT NG 
SIGNATURE CAIIPAIEN, 


ry sbi 
cot 
wort With A View 


Ga 


Bae: 


BABY BLUES 


THIS BABY HAS REALLY 
CAYSED me TOPUT 


KOMPLETO TONS 
BIRTHDAY NI FOL. 


PANS venen JÀ 


MERON DIN AKON 
PAMPAGISING KAY 
IGNO. 


99 Te You 
abr paeneneD 
To Me M Snoot, 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


[nee No one wants 
To TRY it, I Guess 
T'LL Never KNOW IF 
These "BACK te NoRNAL' 
PILLS ReALLM WORK. 


BLeeAH 
Tastes Like 


. HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


DIVINE COMEDY 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 


UNTI-UNTING 
NAGKAKAROON 
NG “SENSE” 
ANG MARAMING 
BAGAY 


MIKROKOSMOS 


HINIHIWALAY NIYO RIN 
BA ANG BASURA 


I: You work hard to succeed at what you want. You're ima 
mind of a scientist and the vision of a poet. You're adventurous and willing 


finishing now; let go of something in order to create room for: 
Birthdate of: Merle Haggard, singer; 


ARIES (March 21 to 
(È April 19): Seek out op- 
tunities to enjoy 

autiful surroundings 

in solitude, You need 

time to be alone. But you want to do 


Îtpleasantiy. 
please you ‘now. You 
need to talk to others 
about your goals and dreams for the 
future’ because their feedback can 
help you 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): ‘Time spent 
with friends, especially 
groups and ‘clubs, will 


tive and innovative. You have the 


to try anything. One cycle in your life is 
something new. 


Marilu Henner, actress; Harry Houdini, magician/escape artist. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Without do- 
ing anything extra, 
somehow you seem to 
impress important peo- 

ple now. You're simply in the right 

place at the right time, saying the 

Fight ching to the right person. Good 

for youl 
tion of beauty is defi- 
nitely heightened now. 
Give yourself an oppor- 

tunity to enjoy music, architecture, 


thearts, dance, film—whatever. Vis- 
ita beautiful park, 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Your apprecia- 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


 Dishina lab 


6 Eurasian vipers 
10 Sink alternative 


44 Biter 
15 Takels “Star 


Trek role 
16 Mexican menu 
tem 


17 Stat of Evan 
Esar quote 


EE 
2 Boreman 


22 Johnnycakes 


23 Casa part 
25 Supermarket. 


adjunct 
26 Part 2 of quote 


31 Second 
showng 


32 ireland, 


poetically 
33 "xanadu band 


36 Bridge postion 
37 Guls cousins 


39 Distnctve fair 
40 Before, 10 


bards 
^41 Black and Red 
42 Stage whisper 
43 Part 3 of quote 
16 Meng 
49 Book after Neh. 
50 Dwelling place. 
51 Nemesis. 
53 Cote residents. 
57 End of quote 
60 Highlands hats 
61 Acor Sharif 
62 Across Tea 
53 Leave tex inl 
64 Long-snouted 
fish 
65 Ran in place 


10 Got shot 

11 John known as 
Duke 

32 More rigid 

13 chen covered 

18 Phone 

19 Sway 

24 Nor of 
Mchgan 

25 Tavems. 

26 Shade provider 

27 Now. this! 

28 Gaol ol the 
Highlands 

29 intinsicaly 

30 Vietnam 
Memoria arist 

33 Wier Wiesel 

34 Young men 

35 Enies 

37 Adolescent 

38 Serving of com 

39 Avoided 

41 Pumps and 
fats 

42 Do somotting 

43 Broadest 

44 Mexicali 
misters, 

45 PC operator 


DOWN 
1 Maze solution 


5 Amean Amin 

5 Off the mark 

7 Long or suong 
follower 

8 Gambit 

9 Soak up some 
rays 


By Alan P. Olschvang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


elaine 


EJEXEJGIESEI se 


Si=lole} 


Ini 
a 
al 


e 


46 Information 

41 Undersea 
menace of 
wil 

48 French river 

51 Synagogue 58 
patom 

52 From a great 
distance 


54 Eye cover? 

55 Donegal Bay 
feeder 

56 Low wooden 

javorm 
Yanbertes. 

ste 

59 Samuel's 
teacher 


next few weeks. Its easy to be 
friendly with everyone! 


VIRGO (Aug. 28 to 
Sept. 22): With Venus 
‘opposite your sign, your 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Conditions at work 
‘will improve beautifully 
in the next few weeks. 
Time spent with co- 
workers will be pleasant and re- 
‘warding. You'll like your job better. 


(Whew 
This is one of the best 


times all year for you to 


do this, (Romance and love affairs 
re also promising!) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Make plans to 
get away for a vacati 

You want to have funt 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is the. 
time io entertain at 
home. Its also a good 

~V dime to buy beautiful 
things to make your 
home more attractive. Perhaps you'll 

‘want to treat a family member. 

> you will figure outa way 
io make your writin 
pay. Others will earn more throug! 

Sales, marketing and teaching. 

e Yowve got good ideas 
about how to increase 


your earnings; similarly, you have 
good ideas about how to spend 


money as welll 
e with others is beautiful 
jf, Enhanced. Without 
any extra effort at all on your part, 
goure charming and dlplomatic. 
ople love you. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan, 19): Writing, 
reading and | study 
please you now. Some of 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18) Trust your 
moneymaking hunches! 


PISCES (Feb, 19 to 
March 20) Now that 
fair Venus is in your 
sign, your ability to deal 


NINYO? 


Pads 
Ld 


BAKIT? E SA TAGAL NG PAGKOLEKTA 
Na BASURA SA'MIN, ANG DAMI 
NAMING KAILANGANG 


LALAGYAN? 


A 


m 
reins] uA 


BULK 


NAKABUO MA TAYO 
BANDA! 


NG 


LOVEKNOTS 


IKAW AY (SASAMA 


UMANDA Kaw! 


TARA SA MGA CLD MADS NA 

übt MAHILIG SA BATA * ICUNE 
PE KUMRE 
Mo MAG-SHOPPING SA MALL. 


MAGYAYAYA ISA SA 
INAANAK Mo 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


ACCECT IT.. Of KA 
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Jules tells Assunta 
to stop talking on TV 


ASSUNTA DE ROSSI IS BACK IN 
fighting form. It must be the Ital- 
jan in her! She revealed on 
“Startalk” that her husband's 
Gules Ledesma) relatives are 
fighting over their inheritance. 
‘The fiery beauty also said ABS- 
CBN president 
Gabby Lopez 
“killed” her ca- 
reer because he 
didnt give her 
enough projects 
when she was 
under an exdu- 
sive contract 
with the network. The Lopezes 
happen to be Jules’ cousins. I 
texted Assunta to ask if Jules had 
given her the go signal to wash 
his clan's dirty linen in public, 
and whether Gabby had reacted 
to her accusation. She replied, 
"My hubby doesn't want me to 
talk about it anymore. What's im- 
portant is nobody contested what 
Isaid ‘cause I spoke the truth.” 

‘Would anyone with an angelic 
face like hers lie? 


Middle name: Scandal 


Dou 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


KEANNA Reeves during the PBB 
Big Night suoresraus 


Speaking of being true, that 
was Keanna Reeves’ passport to 
victory in "Pinoy Big Brother 
Celebrity Edition." So 1 guess 
she'd better change her screen 
name to something less phony- 
sounding. She can very well be 
Ethel Booba’s 
counterpart in 
ABS-CBN. 


“masang- 
masa"—as Ms 
Simpletons 
who utter 
“jologs” remarks with perfect tim- 
ing. And scandal seems to be their 
shared middle name. Who can 
forget Keanna's Senate exposé on 
escort girls and Ethel's alleged 
sex video with her ex-boyfriend 
Alex Crisano? It remains to be 
seen who will outdo who be- 
tween these two voluptuous 
comediennes with voluminous 
controversies hounding them! 


Switching partners 

Heard that Nancy Cas- 
tiglione's ex, Bullet Jalosjos, is 
now Katrina Halili's boyfriend, 
Rigodon of partners in show biz is 
nothing new. Even in Hollywood, 
it's all the partner-switching that 
makes the world go round and 
the rumor mill churning. As for 
Nancy's ex, Paolo Contis, is it 
true that when they split up he 
got back the three-carat diamond 
ring he gave Nancy? My source 
insists that Paolo had to return 
the rock to the jeweller because 
he got it on a two-year payment 
scheme. Unfortunately his ro- 
mance with Nancy went kaput 
before the ring was Fully paid. Di- 
amonds are forever but love is not 
always so. And it takes a lifetime 
paying for those symbolic stones 
of everlasting (?) love. 


Gary Vina movie 

Text from Angeli Pangilinan- 
"Valenciano: "Friends! Good 
news! Gary, Erik Matti and Don- 
don Monteverde of Reality Ent. 


NANCY: Where's the ring? 


met last night in UCC Podium for 
a film that Gary is going to star in. 
Second meeting na! Paolo and 
Gabriel are part of it. Galing ‘no? 
God is good. Workshop for the 
boys on Monday! Dondon is the 
ninong of Gabriel... Mother Lily 
gave Gary Va break in 1986 with 
‘Horsey Horsey!” Now her son 
Praise God.” 
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ASSUNTA in fighting 
form. ? 


Lovable Chaka 

Chaka Doll will soon be back in. 
the boob tube when "Kakabaka- 
boo" starts airing again by the 
end of April. Funny that a mascot 
like Chaka is more effective as a 
host/narrator than some trying- 
hard TV personalities. Never a 
dull moment with lovable Chaka 
Doll! 


Dennis’ crush 

Heard that Dennis Trillo's 
est crush is his leading lady in the 
sanitary napkin ad. The girl is 
half-Pinay and half-German. Is 
the ever elusive Dennis already 
on the lookout fora better half? 


Summer Workshop 

‘Theater, acting, singing, read- 
ing, storytelling, playing—kids can 
enjoy the summer while learning! 
‘The Philippine Drama Company 
presents "Merkland: Theawe by 
Children,” a summer workshop at 
Merks Bar & Bistro, April 17 for 
kids aged 8 to 12 and April 18 for 
kids aged 4 to 7. Call 750-1481 to 
820r 810-1631 local 101. 


Reader's corner 
HiDolly, 


1 just wanted to comment on 
the Bulagaan portion last Satur- 
day with Sugar, Joey and Wally: 
or Jose as performers. They! 
made Sugar dress up like the Vir- j 
gin Mary, complete with a veil, ; 
and Wally held an arch above he 
as she marched, like in a proces 
sion, to the tune of ‘Ave Maria.” } 
This is unacceptable. It is not} 
right to mimic Mama Mary just È 
for laughs. Maybe I just misinter- 
preted the presentation but I re- | 
ally hope they use their better! 
judgment all the time. I hope! 
MTRCB reviews that segment 
and evaluates it i 

Thanks, 

Charo Tolentino 

(Email wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com.) 


THE MAGIC OE NARNIA". j 
TACLE OF "THE LORD.OF THE RINGS". 
THE GRANDEUR OF “STAR WARS’, 


B] NOW PLAYING SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE FOLLOWING CINEMAS: 
SS OMEGAMAL © SM MANILA SMSOUTIMALE » FESTIN MAL 
ASAGANA » ROBINSONS GALLE 


2ND WEEK in THE FOLLOWING THEATERS: 


Naw SHOWING 
IT'S “AMERICAN PIE” MEETS 
“THE 40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN” 


SEDUCTION “MANIPULATION . PERVERSION 
Everything begins in the mind. 
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but sluggish 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


SULTRY SHARON STONE RETURNS AS 
vampy crime author Catherine Tramell in the 
somewhat steamy but sluggish "Basic Instinct 
2: Risk Addiction”. Fourteen years after her 
breakthrough performance as a sexually ac- 
tive murderess, Stone is still luscious, but the. 
character has become vacuous. Tramell is 
now an all-seeing manipulator, a perpetually 
smirking "risk addice” whose lines are mostly 
self-promoting declarations. Subtlety and 
suspense (and articles of clothing) are, not 
surprisingly, shamelessly and quickly ditched 

‘The best-selling novelist is now based in Lon- 
don, living dangerously but below the radar as 
usual, until one of her escapades lands her in the 
news, Implicated in the death of a celebrated 
athlete, the smug Catherine gets the ire of surly 
Detective Washbum (David Thewlis). She's soon. 
introduced to his colleague, psychiatrist Dr. 
Michael Glass (David Morrissey), who, surely 
enough, becomes entangled in her web of decep- 
tion and sexual adventures. 


The hunt 

‘We almost pity him as soon as he shows up. 
But obvious sparks fy so the hunt commences 

‘After much resistance, and several violent in- 
idents pointing to someone quite expected, 
Michael gives in. The whole series of events lead- 
ing to the consummation is a prolonged and tir- 
ing foreplay, leaving very little to expect after the 
deed is done. Do we care for them after that? 
Heck, no. 

Morrissey should be able to get more high- 
profile Hollywood work after this, He's capable 
and charismatic; his portrayal of the typical di- 
chotomy—a saintly professional thats also a 
very sexual being—does wonders for this film. 
But stil its hard to take the whole thing serious- 
ly when the scenes shift from unintentionally 
funny to downright campy. Stone, for all that 
heat, seems to have outgrown the role—it just 
doesn't fit anymore. 
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SEXINESS is not about brief tops and short skirts, says this sexy 


mother of two girls, Venice (left) and Lorin. 
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BAG lover Ruffa buys all that she fancies in all brands, She shares 
them, anyway, with mom Annabelle Rama. 


goldis inexpensive, 


Just a few of 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


CTRESS-BEAUTY QUEEN 

Ruffa Gutierrez returned to 

her home in Istanbul, 
Turkey, on Sunday, four days after 
the turnover of funds from her suc- 
cessful fundraiser to the United 
Children’s Fund (Unicef) and the 
Philippine National Red Cross. 

Ruffa organized "Celebrity Tiangge for 
Leyte” for the survivors of the recent killer 
mudslide in Southern Leyte. As a result of its 
success, Ruffa said show biz colleagues are 
eager fora Part 2. 

“Tm seriously considering that," she told 
InouIRER Entertainment last week during an 
interview at the Discovery Suites in Man- 


daluyong. “t's hard work." 

For now, it's rest, recreation and reunion 
with her husband, Turkish businessman Yil- 
maz Bektas, and their two daughters, Lorin 
and Venice. 

In Istanbul, Ruffa is president of Fashion TV 
channel. The Bektases acquired the company 
in March 2005 and relaunched it five months 
later, in August. Ruffa said, “After having two 
kids, I told Yilmaz I need to be busy. He sug- 
gested different enterprises—a spa, a retail 
business and olive oil or salsa factory. But I 
know little about these things." 

She told her husband that since she had 
been working in front of the cameras since 
she was 13, she knew what viewers liked to 
see on TV 

“As president of the company, I have to 
make sure everything is running well,” Ruffa 
explained. "But I don't go to work everyday. 
We hired a general manager and a full staff. 1 
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GOLD dangling earrings from Turkey, where 


just give orders via e-mail or phone. That way 
Tean stay home and take care of the kids and 
still do my thing,” 

During an earlier visit, Ruffa gave INQUIRER 
Entertainment a peek into her closet, plus tips 
on how to become a charmer like herself 
“Sexiness is not about plunging necklines or 
really short skirts,” she said, "Ies about how 
you carry yourself. You can look sexy without 
revealing too much." 

As for her favorite clothes, Ruffa said, "It 
depends on where I am. In Turkey, I dress 
more conservatively. In the US, I'm a little 
freer. Here (in the Philippines), it depends on 
the occasion." 

Yilmaz’s opinion is a major factor in her 
choices. “I know what he likes and doesn't like 
me to wear ... and I want to please him, first 
and foremost. He prefers the casual look—he 
likes me in cargo pants and Tshirts." 

Her fashion advice to Filipinas: “Wear 
whatever makes you feel comfortable. Confi- 
dence radiates from within. Filipinas today 
are more stylish. Five years ago, everybody 
just wore lose shirts and jeans. Now, every- 
one's very trendy and girls wear make-up." 


CLOTHES 

“I like this white Dolce & Gabanna top that 
1 bought in Istanbul. Its very simple. You can. 
wear it with anything—like casual jeans and 
even under a tuxedo, I also like this black YSL 
top. 1 got this in Paris and I've not worn it yet 
Tm saving it for a special occasion. 

"I bought this (yellow tie-dyed) top for go- 
ing to the beach, 1 like its Bohemian look. I 
originally planned to wear this with a bikini 
but Pm now using it for going out. I just put a 
nice tank underneath. Its good with jeans or 
capri. This is really great to wear after giving 
birth. It covers the unwanted fat. 

“This (holds up a slinky gown) is very spe- 
cial because 1 was wearing it when Yilmaz 
proposed to me. We were in Miami on New 
Year's Eve. He bought this for me. It's by Mis- 
soni. At the Delano Hotel, he asked me to 
marry him. Of course I said yes right away 
laughs). Yilmaz is my stylist in Istanbul. 

“Alberta Ferretti is my favorite designer 
now. I got one black and one green dress from 
her collection. I wore the green dress at a 
fundraiser for kids with lukemia. 

“I brought my cargo pants with me—the 
ones that Yilmaz likes—I had them altered 
here. I have lost 50 Ibs. since giving birth to 
Venice. I bought this pair in LA. It's about a 
year old. I like it because I can wear it with 
heels or with sneakers, with a Tshirt or a 
dressy top.” 


ACCESSORIES 
“people in Istanbul, where gold is cheap, 


KEEP ‘em simple, like these 
dainty bracelets from Dior, 


"ANIMAL killer!" Yilmaz chides 
her about this Gucci python bag. 


HER YSL boots are 
her “most 
comfortable” pair. 


TIE-DYED top 
covers unwanted fat, 
the kind that lingers 
after giving birth. 


BLACKIERSEY TOP AND BLACK 
JERSEY BUBBLE SKIRT FROMINAR 
SERON. GRAY WOOL TOP AND 
“TRENCH COAT ROM MARYS 
ROOM, MALATE, MANILA 
MAKEUP BY JGS MAYUGAOF 
SHOUEMURA 
SHUNGBYUZUY 


SLINKY Missoni number that she 
wore when Yilmaz proposed. 


ALBERTA Ferretti creations are perfect for her charity 
events in Istanbul. 


are really into gold jewelry. I bought my dan- 
gling earrings there. They are 24-karat gold. 
They're very unique. I also bought a necklace 
to match. IFI want to look Turkish, I wear this 
set. 

“When Pm here, I just wear my regular dia- 
monds. People here like it simple. Some of my 
diamonds were gifts from Yilmaz; some I've 
had for a long time. 

“The cutest accessories I've bought so far 
are made of wood. I think I bought them in 
London. Whenever I wear them, my in-laws 
would tease me. They'd say, ‘When our house 
burns down you'd be the first to go with it^ 
But 1 like it. It’s fresh; it makes me look 
young.” 


BAGS 

“Yilmaz and I fought over this Gucci python 
bag. He told me, ‘You're helping kill the 
snakes.’ He loves animals. (We had a pet 
crocodile—in our house—for a couple of 
years. His name was Enzo. When we had our. 
second child, Yilmaz donated it to the zoo.) T 
still use this bag a lot. It never goes out of 
style. But I keep it out of sight when Yilmaz is 
around, ente 

“I use this D&G bag whenever I go shop- 
ping. You can put everything in it; it's very 
spacious. And you can use it with any outfit. 

“I buy all kinds of bags. My mom 
(Annabelle Rama) and I share bags. My latest 
acquisition is an orange-colored YSL. T like it 
because of its Bohemian look.” 


SHOES 

“I bought my favorite Dior high-heeled 
shoes in Los Angeles. I love it because of its 
unique style. 1 also like how my feet look in 
them. Even though I'm tall, Pm into sexy high 
heels, I guess because [Ve gotten used to 
wearing them. I don't have a lot of flats. If it's 
not four-inch of heels, 'd rather wear sneak- 
ers—nothing in between. 

“I like wearing sneakers with cargo pants, 
Jogging pants or with absolutely anything 
Sneakers have to be a half-size bigger. Our 
feet expand in hot weather, so if you buy 
shoes in winter, you should buy a bigger one. 

“Boots, for me, are the most comfortable. I 
wish it snowed in the Philippines so 1 could 
wear all my boots here. I wear my favorite 
pair, a YSL, with anything." 


BOOKS 

“I just finished reading "The Da Vinci Code’ 
and Angels and Demons.' My favorite author 
nowadays is Dan Brown. 

"1 also like "The Purpose-Driven Life’ be- 
cause most of the stuff in it-—how I should act 
and see things—is true. It helps me spiritual- 
y" 


PERFUME 

“My favorite perfume now is Creed Spring 
Flowers. Every time I use this every one says, 
You smell like bagong ligo? 

“| like the fresh smell of Lanvin Eclat, too. 
My bottle is almost empty." 


POWER PLANT 


Rockwell Center, Makar Y Tel, No: S981 440-41 tmoonn 
PELL 


THEHILLS. 
HAVEEYES 


JUST FRIENDS 
R18, i 
4:20,3:40,6:00,8:20,10:30 


R 
42:50pm 3:10pm 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 


GRANDMA'S BOY 
R13 R18, 
6:86pm 9:20pm. 


1:30,3:30,5:30,7:30,930 


m p "EET 


5 i mm MMM, FRESH! She wears Creed 
MATINEE P111.00 - FREE SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5:00 PM - MON. TO FRI 


"I'M INTO sexy high heels even if l'm tall.” and Lanvin Eclat, CARGO pants and tees Yilmaz approves of 


A [] 305 


1 
THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


| Bu 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Texius your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) «m: 


ped 


March inflation inches up to 7.6% 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


Diesel (average) 


|. March 04 


Unleaded (average) 
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Figures that matter in our nation's life 
Fuel prices onthe rise 


March "06 
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As prices of utilities, food 
rise due to VAT rate hike 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PRICES OF BASIC GOODS AND SERVICES ROSE BY AN AVERAGE 
7.6 percent in March from a year earlier, or the same pace recorded 


in February. 


‘The National Statistics Office said the cost of 
fuel, electricity and water rose after the govern- 
ment raised the value-added tax in February. 

The March rate of 7.6 percent was at the 
top end of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ 
target of between 6.9 and 7.6 percent. 

Core inflation, which excludes selected 
food and other volatile energy items, in- 
creased to 6.5 percent in March from 6.3 per- 
centin February. 

Inflation averaged 7.3 percent in the three 
months to March. 

‘The inflation rate in Metro Manila rose 0.2 
percentage point to 8.7 percent in March 
from 8.5 percent in February. Inflation in the 
provinces increased to 7.2 percent in March 
from 7.1 percent. 


Bangko Sentral Governor Amando Tetang- 
o said the inflation data along with a strong 
peso would give the monetary authority room 
to keep key interest rates unchanged at its 
policy meeting today. 

“But we need to continue to watch possible 
risk factors including developments on the 
liquidity front with the sustained external sur- 
plus,” he added. 

The peso climbed to a one-month high of 
50.95 to the dollar Tuesday on the back of 
strong remittances from Filipinos living or 
working abroad. The local currency yesterday 
closed at 51.09 to the dollar, down from Tues- 
day's close of 51.045. 

The Bangko Sentral left its benchmark 
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Globe cuts losses from cell site attacks 


By Daxim L, Lucas 


THE LOSSES OF GLOBE TELECOM INC. DUE 
to rebel attacks on its cellular phone network 
infrastructure have declined significantly 
over the last year, the company’s president 
said. 

Ina briefing held the other day, Globe pres- 
ident and CEO Gerardo Ablaza said the com- 
pany has coordinated closely with military 
and police authorities as well as beefed up its 
own security to guard against New People's 
Army attacks on its cell sites. 
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“We have been significantly more effective 
over the last 12 months,” he said. “The num- 
ber of attacks are down.” 

Globe has thus managed to cut down on ex- 
pensive repairs or the acquisition of new 
equipment to replace those damaged by rebel 
attacks. 

The company has a firm policy against pay- 
ing so-called “revolutionary taxes” to the 
NPA, making them a target for periodic at- 
tacks. Every now and then, the rebel group at- 
tacks Globe's facilities, especially those locat- 
ed in remote locations, resulting in service 


disruptions. 

Ablaza declined to disclose how much the 
company had lost due to NPA attacks, but said 
that the equipment and infrastructure for 
each cellular transmission tower costs about 
P10 million. 

"The damage can be substantial,” he said, 
adding that the impact of the attacks vary 
since some were successful while others were 
thwarted by the company's guards working 
with military or police personnel. 

"There have been more than 50 attacks by 
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The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 
* A 0% Interest plan on the BMW X5 and the BMW X3 for a 50% downpayment, extended 24-month term. 


“The BMW XTour. The thrill of the drive. 
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Stocks up slightly 
in sluggish trade 


‘SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.17- 
percent higher yesterday on se- 
lective interest but trade was 


sluggish ahead of the Easter holiday break 
next week, dealers said. 
They said they expected the market to 
trade in a narrow range with volumes thin 
STOCKS/B2 
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* Or the option of a BMWX5 ora BMW X3 fitted with high performance aerodynamic kits, loaded with a set of 
precision-based Mizuno golf clubs and an all-weather golf bag, at no. added cost. * 
Per DT-NCR Permit No. 2153, Seres of 2006, 


* Chance to win a Mizuno golf set and a golf weekend for every BMW X5 or BMW X3 test drive. 


The thrill of the drive awaits at all authorized BMW dealerships. 
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1 WAS ENJOYING THE NEWS ABOUT THE 
budget deficit, claiming this cute administra- 
tion of Gloriaetta was able to trim it, but then 
realized that, for this year, as a matter of fact, 
we donot have a budget yet. 

How could this cute administration trim 
something that does not exist? 

Well, I think we have to ask our senators 
and our congresspersons. They have to ap- 
prove the national budget for 2006. Remem- 
ber, boss, its now Aprill 

‘At the House of Representatives, for in- 
stance, Speaker Jose “Yoda” de Venecia set a 
March 30 deadline for the passage of the 
P1.03-TRILLION General Appropriations Act 
for 2006. 

"The date came and went, and we still do 
not have the budget. 

Instead, our beloved lawmakers in the 
House tried their best to protect our "free- 
dom" and “democracy” and all that, 

‘They did it mainly by grilling the police and 
the military on their behavior during the re- 
cent crackdown of this cute administration 
against protests. 

Now, please tell me if, thanks to the 
GRILLING of our brave congresspersons, the 
police of the military will no longer arrest 
protesters or file charges against them from 
now on. 

Change topic, please! In fact, the business 
community now generally thinks that the 
crackdown actually succeeded—in favor of 
Gloriaetta, of course. 

Over jn the Senate, the 2006 budget of the 
Department of Agriculture is hanging. 
si intrare meaning, i about 
food. 

‘The department is working on an addition- 
al P2.5-billion budget for this year for its an- 
tibird flu campaign. 

For the sake of our action stars in the Sen- 


March inflation ... 


overnight interest rates unchanged 
for the fifth straight month in 
March, after raising them by a total 
of 75 basis points last year. The 
overnight borrowing rate stands at 
750 percent and the ovemight 
lending rate at 9.75 percent, their 
highest levels in four years. 

The inflationary pressures in 
March continued to be tied large- 
ly to movements in prices of food 
and energy-related items, with 
food accounting for 3 percentage 


“The country’s mast widely read and circulated 
newspaper In the country is in need of 
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to manage a Distributor operation in the area of 
Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija 
‘and Zambales. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
v. Atleast 25 years of age; 
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Sed marketing: 
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Busness apertan stad 
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focal dialects; 
Must be based within the Pampanga area, 


points ofthe 7.6 percent headline 
inflation rate. 

Jose Vistan, an economist at 
AB Capital Securities, said it re- 
mained to be seen whether the in- 
flation rate had peaked in the 
past two months given continu- 
ing pressures on the prices of oil, 
copper and energy. 

He also noted that the spreads 
between US and Philippine interest 
rates were narrowing. Given that 
the US Federal Reserve was still 


Change top pick 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. Banal III 


ate, “bird flu” has nothing to do with any dis- 
ease of their manly instruments. 

It is a virus, and the agriculture department 
fears that it may affect our P180-billion poultry 
industry. 

Based on a World Health Organization re- 
port, the "bird flu" is a potential pandemic, 
‘which means it can, realistically speaking, kill 
tens of millions of people worldwide. 

Here in this country where 15 million (or 
roughly 20 percent) live in EXTREME poverty, 
‘even if the “bird flu” affects only the poultry 
industry, millions of us are as good as dead. 

The agriculture department still does not 
have the additional budget because the sena- 
tors were also in a GRILLING mood. They 
"wanted to know the whereabouts of former 
Agriculture undersecretary Joc-joc Bolante, 
who apparently is the main figure in the so- 
called “fertilizer scam." 

Unless the agriculture department can pro- 
duce Bolante physically, it seems its antibird flu 
campaign will be put on hold. Heaven help us! 
And so in the business community, the top 
pick for national issues is not the constitution- 
al amendment being pushed by this cute ad- 
ministration. 

One thought-provoking question is gaining 
ground; Is it perhaps good for us to shift to a 
‘unicameral system? 

‘That, precisely, is the line of this cute ad- 
ministration of Gloriaetta in selling to us the 
Cha-cha. The administration line even goes 
‘onto claim that, under the parliamentary sys- 
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likely to raise its key 
interest rate for two 
more consecutive 
meetings, the BSP 
may still be under 
pressure to tighten the 
countrys monetary 
setting in the future. 
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the NPA on our facilities since 


He said that the recent de- 
cline in rebel attacks on the 


tated in part by Malacafiang, 

ted national 
s to priori 
tize the protection of these facil 


“No less than President Arroyo 
had instructed then local govern- 
ment chief Angelo Reyes to help 
prevent these attacks,” the Globe 

Ablaza spoke about the attacks 
drive to cut costs amid expecta- 
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tem, priority legislative measures will be 
passed in no time. 

‘True or not, such a claim will only highlight. 

the inadequacies of the present system. Sadly, 
the actuation of our lawmakers (or their lack 
of action) is working against them. 
Word goes around that Taguig-Pateros Rep. 
‘Alan Peter Cayetano, the brother of Sen. Pia 
Cayetano, will investigate a case of “illegal 
land conversion” in Pampanga, which hap- 
pens to be the home province of Gloriaetta. 

1 don't know if the rumors are only designed 
totel us that, indeed, our lawmakers have noth- 
ing better to do. I just know that a real estate bro- 
ker has been going around, talking about the 
plan of Cayetano 

From what I gathered, the broker’s name is 
Luisito Hipolito. In various news reports, he is 
said to be the "broker" in the real estate devel- 
‘opment project in Mexico town in Pampanga 
called Lakeshore Subdivision. 

Owner of the subdivision is Central Coun- 
try Estate Inc., or CCEI, which did the project 
in joint venture with Sta. Lucia Development. 

It so happens that Hipolito is claiming 
“commission” from CCEI for brokering that 
deal Sta. Lucia. 

But CCEI claims that it had nothing to do 
with the “commission” claim of Hipolito, 
since Sta. Lucia should be the party to take 
care of it. : 

You can bet on it—in the aftermath of the 
claim and counterclaims, CCE! became the 
target of a series of media attacks, saying that 
the company violated land conversion rules, 
and that its stockholders were facing court 
cases for the violation. 

CCEI said that it was all a lie. 

Now where does Cayetano stand? I mean, 
is that the situation in which Cayetano wants 
to get himself embroiled? I thought I know 
him better than that. 


Globe cuts losses ... 


tions of weak revenue growth for 
the year. 

During the briefing, he said 
that the telecommunications in- 
dustry would likely experience 
single-digit revenue growth for 
the year due to leveling demand 
for existing mobile phone ser- 
vices. 

Globe is the country’s second- 
biggest telecommunications firm 
in terms of revenue and market 
share, trailing industry leader 
PLDT, which owns the Smart 
Communications Inc. and 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. 

Ablaza said the company was 
now reexamining several of its 
marketing programs to deter- 
mine which are effective. 
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otherwise must be wiling to relocate; 
Preferably male, witing to work In a fast- 
paced, dynamic and flexible environment. 
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days on Thursday 
and Friday of next 
week. 

‘The composite in- 
dex rose 3.70 points 
at 2,197.90 after 
trading between 
2,187.22 and 
2,200.45. — Volume 
was 196 billion 
shares worth 
970.36 million. 

The broader all- 
shares index gained 
1,078.72. 

Gainers led losers 
69 to 26, with 54 
stocks unchanged. 
said the market re- 
mained in a consol 
dation phase, trading 
ina narrow range. 

. “Buying interest in 
blue chips has been 
selective while we've 
in other stocks, par- 
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added. 
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flights to Antique 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


LOCAL CARRIER ASIAN SPIRIT 
will resume its lights to Antique 
from Manila starting tomorrow 
“due to the public's insistent de- 
mand," the airline said in a state- 
ment. 

The April 7 resumption of the 
service comes less than a week af- 
ter the airline inaugurated its first 
international flight to the Pacific 
resort island of Palau. 

"hs a response to the clamor of 
Antiqueños and nearby munici- 
palities alike, Asian Spirit will re- 
sume and maintain regular 
flights to Antique from Manila 
and vice versa three times weekly 
every Wednesday Friday and 
Sunday,” Asian Spirit executive 
‘vice president Jack Po said. 

Asian Spirit cancelled its 
flights to Antique earlier this year 
due to losses and poor passenger 
traffic which made its jet service 
tothe island unprofitable. 


‘This time around, the airline will 
use the 70-seater British Aerospace. 
Advanced Turboprop (ATP) manu- 
factured by British Aerospace Sys- 
tems to service the route, 

It also said that the publics 
clamor for the resumption of 
flights was boosted by the offices of 
‘Congressman Ezequiel Javier, Gov- 
eror Salvacion Perez as well as lo- 
cal government units which were 
among those who requested Asian 
Spiritto resume fights to Antique. 

‘The Wednesday Antique flight 
departs Manila at 9:15 in the 
morning and leaves Antique at 
10:50 am. while the Friday and 
Sunday fights leave Manila at 
3:30 in the afternoon and leaves 
Antique at 5 p.m. 

“The resumption flight to An- 
tique is in time with the upcom- 
ing Binirayan Festival this April 
and is within the airline's thrust 
to provide air services to both 
missionary and major airports,” 
Po added. 


DOE sends out 'invites' 
for Malampaya oil bid 


By Abigail L Ho. 


THE ACTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
work on the oil leg of the Malam- 
paya Deep Water Gas-to-Power 
project may take place before the 
end of the year as the Philippine 
National Oil Co. opens the selec- 
tion process for the third-party 
participant in the project. 

Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla said that PNOC has al- 
ready sent out “invitation letters" 
for interested entities, who have 
until April 17 to submit their pro- 
posals for the development of the 
Malampaya oil rim. 

PNOC will be evaluating the 
proposals and issue its decision 
on June 2, Lotilia said. 

Although Malampaya consor- 
tium members Shell Philippines 
Exploration BV (Spex) and 


Chevron Malampaya LLC, have a 
say on the oil rim development 
protocol—by virtue of a tripartite 
agreement with PNOC and the 
Department of Energy—it would 
only be the DOE and PNOC that 
‘would decide on the third-party 
participant, he said, 

After making its decision, PNOC 
will have six months, or up to 
September, to finalize ts agreement 
with the new partner, Lotila said. 

The DOE, PNOC and the 
Malampaya consortium inked a 
tripartite agreement that aimed 
to ensure the development of the 
oil rim would not endanger the 
Malampaya gas reservoir. 

‘To ensure protection of the gas 
find, the agreement specifies a 
“production and operating zone” 
for activities to be carried out under 
the terms of service for the oil leg. 
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are experiencing a slump in sales, according 
to Ford Group Philippines, the country's sole 
exporter of completely built vehicles. 


xports seen to slow down 


Asia-wide slump affects RP vehicle trade. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE COUNTRYS ONLY EXPORTER OF COM- 
pletely built vehicles yesterday said it expected 
minimal growth of export volumes this year amid 
the reported slowdown in its markets across Asia. 

Henry T. Co, president of Ford Group 
Philippines, said that this years outbound 
‘cargo may not grow at all or, at best, may only 
increase by 3.7 percent. 

“It could be equal to ast year's 13,500 units 
but, hopefully, it might reach 14,000 units," 
Co said. 

‘The company, which also owns the Mazda 
brand, assembles the Ford Escape, Ford Fo- 
cus, Mazda 3 and Mazda Tribute, in its facility 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 

The vehicles are shipped out to Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

“Sales are tempered in Thailand and first- 
quarter performance in Indonesia is not 
good,” Co said. “The same is happening in 
Vietnam because of new taxes on automo- 
biles, while Malaysian buyers have financing 
problems because of defaults on auto loans.” 

Ford Motor Co. Philippines is the only par- 
ticipant in the government's automotive ex- 
port program. When it started in 2002, it 
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ed out about 2,800 units. 

‘To date, the company has sold a total of at 
least 40,000 units throughout Southeast Asia. 

Also, Co said the firm hoped to increase ve- 
hicle sales by 9 percent this year, which would . x¢ 
be higher than the 8.6 percent and 8.3 per- 
cent achieved in the past two years. 

“But this would depend largely on the im- 
plementation of a Supreme Court decision 
that imported used vehicles are not allowed itt 
to enter Philippine territory outside the Subic: 74 
freeport,” he said. à 

The official said the company would roll’ 
‘out two or three new models in the second «^ 
half of the year. 

Aside from that, the Ford group is gearing 
up to introduce vehicles that can run on gaso- 
line blended with 20-percent ethanol. 

Company officials earlier announced a lay- ,~ 
out of P1.1 billion to enable the Sta. Rosa “ 
plant to manufacture so-called flex fuel en- :. 
gines or those than can run on either pure or ` 
blended gasoline. E 

‘They said the Sta. Rosa facility would turn * 
‘out 100,000 units of flex-fuel engines over the 
next five years valued at about $100 million. 

‘About 80 percent of the output would be 
for exportto the region. 
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WHEN ONE THINKS OF PHILIPPINE FRUIT 
exports, what usually comes to mind are 
Cavendish bananas, pineapples and mangoes 
grown in huge plantations by large multina- 
tional companies. 

Nobody realizes that banana chips from 
cardaba or saba banana, has become one of 
the country’s emerging export winners. 

Yes, that’s right. Banana chips from “lowly” 
cardaba or saba, which is sold mostly in local 
wet markets and traditionally served as nila- 
gang saging or banana cue, are now invading 
major markets worldwide as a healthy snack 
food. 

The banana chip industry is a thriving in- 
dustry in the country, particularly in Min- 
danao. 

Last year, total banana chip exports jumped 
to about $35 million, up almost 70 percent 
just three years ago. 

There are about 25 banana chip factories 
operating in the country, the majority of them 
located in Davao, Sosksargen, Caraga and 
northern Mindanao. 

Processing and export of banana chips 
started in the early '80s when a number of en- 
terprising businessmen in Luzon rode on the 
popularity of processed tropical fruits in for- 
eign markets. 

But the factories in Luzon encountered 
problems as the island is regularly battered by 
typhoons, frequently disrupting the supply of 
raw materials for processing. 

Meanwhile, a few adventurous en- 
trepreneurs set up chipping operations in 
Mindanao and found the southern island a 
more reliable supplier of cardaba banana due. 
to its typhoon-free climate and more produc- 
tive soil. 

Soon, Mindanao-based processors were 
outperforming their Luzon counterparts due 
to more consistent raw material supply, lower 
production costs and higher operating effi- 
ciencies. 

Thus, more and more processors were 
forced to relocate to Mindanao in the "90s, 
making the island the seat of the country’s ba- 
nana chip industry. 

Since then, the local banana chip business 
has been dramatically transformed into a 
multimillion, highly competitive and export- 
oriented industry. 

Philippine banana chips are now being sold 
in almost all major markets worldwide—the 
United States, Canada, Japan, South Korea, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, France, Germany, 
Britairrand Australia. 

Recently, Philippine banana chips have be- 
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‘come a big hit in China where total exports 
tripled in the last three years. 

Even with this generally positive market 
outlook, the local banana chip industry is not 
without problems. 

One major threat to the rapid growth of the 
industry is increasing production cost, which 
started to bear its ugly effects late last year 
through higher power rates, more expensive 
raw materials particularly cooking oil and 
sugar, increasing wages and skyrocketing 
freight rates. 

Competition from other suppliers like Viet- 
nam and Thailand in key export markets like 
China is also intensifying. 

In more established markets like the US 
and the European Union, quality and food 
safety standards and other non-tariff barriers 
are becoming increasingly stringent. 

Raw material availability is also becoming 
erratic as more Mindanao growers shift from 
cardaba farming to other more lucrative crops 
like Cavendish banana, lakatan banana, 
pineapple and other fruit trees. 

In the midst of these seemingly over- 
whelming challenges, the local banana chip 
industry has been shaken but has remained 
undaunted. 

In fact, these difficulties have forced all ma- 
jor.stakeholders to work together to deal 
squarely with the industry's most urgent is- 
sues 

Collaborating closely with the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) and Department of Trade. 
and Industry (DTI) and support institutions 
like che US-government funded Growth with 
Equity in Mindanao (GEM) Program, the lo- 
cal banana chip industry has embarked on a 
number of initiatives that seek to enhance its 
competitive position in the world market. 

Goji Hagan Bian is a strong advocate for 
Mindanao; chair, Mindanaworld Foundation 
Inc; ConCom and Charter Change Advocacy 
Commission member; vice chair of the Min- 
danao Commission Of Women and National 
Corn Board; chair of the Mindanao TVET; Min- 
danao Rep, Export Development Council; chair, 
Joji Ilagan Foundation; former chair of the 
Mindanao Business Council. Email comments 
tojojiblan2 yahoo.com) 


Entrepreneurs Get Financial 


he recent alliance formed 
between PLDT and Planters 
Development ‘Bank 
c resolves to strengthen the 
“presence of Philippine SMEs on the 
“map of the global community. By 
closing the deal, these two corpora- 
tions will be opening the doors to a 
multitudo of opportunities for numer- 
ous business owners in the country. 
3 Enthused by the collabora- 
Shion, Eric R. Alberto, SVP and Head 
Tof PLDT Corporate Business Group 
Says, “We're very delighted to be 
teaming our  telecommunications. 
Texperise wih Planersbank's 
financial know-how". He claborates 
by saying, "This marks the beginning 
sof our partnership with one of the 
Zeountry's recognized leaders in Small 
Zand Medium Enterprise (SME) 
Spanking 
3 For over 40 years, Planters- 
ank has focused on providing SME- 
ted products and services, one of 
which „is the SME Proposition 
Package, a suite of cash management, 
financial services and technology 
“solutions designed to assist SME 
clients in managing their daily 
usines operations. Now, just when 
Mhoir cliens thought their’ deal 
‘couldn't get any sweeter, Planters- 
‘bank has decided to team up with 
PLOT. 
Ki The other component of 
“this ground-breaking cooperation is 
ZPLDT BizDSL. With this parinership, 
Plantersbunk's SME depositors may 
enjoy free broadband DSL Interet. 
The result is limitless possibilities for 
“entrepreneurs to further expand their 
businesses and reach a much broader 
“spectrum of clientele, 
: "| take pride in this joint 
Zyenture, which further — reflects 
Zplantersbankes deeper understanding 
pf the country's SMEs. Our partner 
ship with PLDT will prove to be a 
‘great benefit to this sector. We will 
‘now be able to equip them with 
Technology that will wke them right to 
the future”, says Plantersbank EVP 
and Branch Banking Group Head, 
Roberto A. Buhain. 

s about time that 
businessmen in our country start 
competing actively in the global 
arena", says Adonis C. Yap, General 
Manager of PDB SME Solutions Inc., 
"Why should they limit themselves to 


local transactions when the rest of the. 
word is waiting on the Internet? 
Together with PLDT, we are giving 
them the opportunity to make their 
mark." 

‘This collaboration allows a 
Plantersbank SME client to avail of 
the SME Proposition package, which 
includes free BizDSL, by simply 
maintaining a required daily balance. 
"The package includes Plantersbank's 
Cash Management Services such as 
check writing facility, 250 pieces of 
continuous checks, a directory listing. 
on the website www.sme.com.ph, plus 
free BizDSL. from 6 months up to 2 
years. 

PLDT also signed the 
PLDT DSL Internet Reseller Market- 
img Agreement with Planterbank's 
subsidiary, PDB SME Solutions, Inc., 
appointing the later as a channel 
pariner and authorizing it to promote 


and procure the sale of PLDT BizDSL 
Internet Services. 

"In this modern day and 
age, Filipino businessmen need to be 
able to utilize a particular technology, 
like BizDSL, in order to maintain a 
responsive and globally competitive 
business", adds Nerissa S. Ramos, 
FVP and Head of PLDT Corporate 
Business Solutions. 

In agreement, Eric Alberto 
says, “With the advent of globaliza- 
tion, it is imperative for our SMEs to 
fit imo that market. As Filipinos, we 
have to make the owners of SMEs 
known to the world. In order to do 
this, they have to be e-enabled.” 

Jb seems they're already 
halfway there. 

Visit your Plantersbank 
bunch now or — check 
wwwplantersbank.com.ph [or more 
information. 


Telco expertise combined with financial know-how for SME benefits 


PLOT FVP Cesar Enriquez (right) welcomes Plantersbank EVP 
& Branch Banking Group Head Roberto Buhain 


‘along with PLOT SVP Eric Alberto. 


PLOT SVP for the Corporate Business Group, 


Group Head Roberto Buhain 


and Telco Muscle 
PLDT and Plantersbank launch SME Initiatives 


Eric. Alberto with Plantersbank EVP & Branch Banking 
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Ayala bullish on retail prospects, to invest P4B 


Tri Noma in Quezon City, Greenbelt 5, Piazza Serendra on list of major projects 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


HYALAIANDINC.PLANSTOSPENDPABIL. How you look says a lot about who you are, So always dress the part, 
lion on five retai projects, officals said fol- 

lowing the company’ annual stockholders’ 

meeting yesterday. 

‘One ofits projects is “Tri Noma” (Triangle 
North of Makati) in Quezon City 

"Tri Noma at the North Triangle Depot cov- 
ers 200,000 square meters and is scheduled 
for opening by mid-2007. 

Greenbelt which covers 31,250 square 
meters of leasable space—is expected to be- 
gin operations by the second quarter of 2008. 

Greenbelt 5 will follow on the success of 
Greenbelt 4and will house world-class luxury 
brands showcasing Filipino designers 

Officials also said ALI would launch Piazza 
Serendra in Bonifacio Global City before the 
end of the year 

"The 6,000-square-meter area will house 
special outlets with varying themes, such as 
Oriental or Spanish Filipino food, furniture 
and groceries. 

"The property arm of the Ayala group is also 
building an interactive park with spaces for re- 
tail outlets in Fort Bonifacio Global City, near 
Market! Market and the Adidas sports camp. 

Outside of Manila, Ayala Land is also ex- 
panding Ayala Center Cebu, adding 13,500 
Square meters to the mall 

"These retail projects will increase ALIS 
gross leasable space by 323,000 square me- 
ters by 2008, officials said. 

ALI earlier said it was setting aside P16 bil- 
lion this year for its projects, more than double 
actual project expenses in 2005. 

"The bulk or P9.1 bilon of capital expenditure 
would go to leisure and residential projects by 
Ayala Land Premiere, Community Innovations 
and its affordable housing arm, Avida Land. 

Shopping malls will use up 26 percent of the 
budget or roughly P4.1 billion, while the rest of 
the budget will be distributed as follows : P1.2 
billion for corporate business that includes 
Buildings for business process outsourcing — PAT ROL 
(BPO), P800 milion for leisure and residential 
projects in the Visayas and Mindanao and close 
to P900 million for land banking. 

ALI president Jaime Ayala, meanwhile, ieusimstnad — ay 
sie derer. e an mieu unm: Eeee 
core property assets. Motors — l : piece eT 

He said ALI was looking tosell 400hectares Corporation perc! em, |uxsmecuium. | amesomea m ot 


of land from its land bank but did not identify Exc S [reiner d 
these properties. 


with the power of Nissan Patrol. Driven By Power 
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Looking affer yon. 


Callus ot 812.0000 for ll your banking needs. 
Bank of Commerce 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 


“The Province of Cebu, through its Bids and Awards Committee-infrastructure 
(BAC-INFRA), Invites contractors registered with and classified by the Philippine 
Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply for eligiblty, to bid for the 
thereunder contract: 

Name of Contract Proposed Construction of 
Daanbantayan Roro Port 

Maya, Daanbantayan, Cebu 
Construction o Rol-On-Rol-O Port 


Location 
Biel Description 
Approved Budget 
forthe Contract P14,999,598.45 
Contract Duration 180 Calendar Days 

Prospective bidders should possess a valid PCAB License applicable to 
the contract, have completed a similar contract with a value of atleast 50% of 
the ABC, and have key personnel and equipment available for the prosecution 
of the contract, The BAC-INFRA will use non-discretionary pass/fail criteria in 
the Ellpbilly CheckScreening as well as the in Preliminary Examination of 
Bide. The BAC-NFRA will conduct post-qualfication of the lowest calculated 
bid 

Al particulars relative to Eligbily Statements and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Securty, Pre- bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualicaion 
and Award ot Contract shall be govemed by the pertinent provisions of FLA. 9184 and 
is implementing Rules and Regulatons-A (IRR-A). 
The schedule of BAC-INFRA activities Is as follows: 

'BACANFRA Activities 

T. Receipt from prospective bidders of 

Letters of intent (LOI) including. 

Application for Eligibility 
Z Issuance of Eligbily Forms 
3. Receipt of Eligbity Requirements 
4. Nonce of Results o Eigibity Check 
5. Issuance of Bidding Documents. 
r3 
T. 


Schedule 
March 30- Apri 6, 2006 


March 30- Ape 6, 2008. 
March 30- Apri 6, 2006 
Apra 7, 2006. 
Apri 10,2006 


Pre-bid Conference. April 12, 2006 

Receipt and Opening of Bids Apri 25, 2006 
"The BAC-INFRA Secretariat wil issue o prospective bidder's Eligibility Forms 
atthe Provincial Engineer's Office, Legislative Building, Capito! Compound, Cebu 
Ciy. upon their submission of a Letter of intent and upon payment of non- 
fefundabe amount of Fifty Pesos (P50.00) to the Cash Division, Provincial 
‘Treasurers Office, Prospective bidders shall submit the Eligibility Requirements 
1o, and may also obtain the resis of the Elibilly Check trom the aforementioned 
address. For further inquires, one may call the Secretariat at (032) 416-5400 
local 10. 

The BAC-INFRA will issue Bidding Documents including Plans and 
Specifications only to bidders declared by the BAC-INFRA to be eligible for the 
bidding upon payment of nor-refundable amount of Five Thousand Pesos 
{P 5,000.00) to the Cash Division, Provincial Treasurer's Office. 

“The Province of Cebu assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate 
or indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of heir bids and 
Tesorves the right lo reject any and all bids, declare a failure of bidding or not to 
award the contract. 


(Sod. EDUARDO T. HABIN 


IPON- Mwen 204 A. 208) Chairman 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The DopED-Blds and Awards Commitoe (DepED-BAC) Ives eia bidders o apply 
igity and to bid or Supply and Datvery c 1e olowing: 


L3 

€— 
area 

Lu 


Meets 
[cms 
as) 


" 
ES 


Pp iaman 


P ums 
Fe aa 
‘Bids received hat exceed the ABC par Package shali be rejected. 


“Tha Bidding Docomonis shal be avalabe a the BAC Secretar, Procurement Service, 
Foon os n Foor, Mape Bic DepED Complex Maraico Avenue, Pasig Cty staring 
AES it upon payment ce To uri le PPA 100.00 ct o 


‘ising shal be conducted in accordance with procedures under tno implementing Poles 
Stipe GI A 3104 oenwealzun asthe ovemmert Procurement Ralorm ACS, 
irlomaton s aiso san ai pute. epe gow ph or wor procurementservice.org 
(reat DepED PS at lophona no 698-85-43 or tsx no. 6968542, 


DepED-BAC reserve the fghl to accept or rejact any or ali bids, lo annul the ising 
prezens. or coca latura ol Bidding at any Uma pror to contract award without hereby 
[reuma any tab tothe alleced paries 


(Sg) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 
‘estetar Secretary and Crarperson, BAC 


(PO-Apete 4122006) 


CLASSIFIEDS - 


Republic of tho Philippines. 
National Transmission Corporation 


‘Section I. Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Supply, Delivery, Instoliction and Commissionig e Singlo 
oll Stationary! 


‘Stationary Single Ce 

fenced al Be Seng 

Tha TRANSCO HO now iis Bids kom og ier tor Stationary Bates. Debvery 

‘he GOCOS s raqued wan ty S) calendar days Fon ec of approved Purchase 

Order. The description ol an sige Bidder s contained in Section i ot he isting 

Dees 8. 

Bicang wil be conducted trough open competlive bidding procedures using ron- 

‘crear passi tari as speceas n 1e trleantng Rules end Regulations Pat A 

(Alc Rate Actotbe (R A S184 chorus toan as Goverment Procurement 
i popreloshos, 


er ht ad resid o Fore ciens i what 


icon proceda. 
A compita se! of Beng Documents may be purchases by nested Bidders. staring 
March 302608 ta May & 2006 rom 8:00 AM. t 20 M at e adress below and upon 
payment cl arose tee in a amount cl One Thousand Pesos (Ph 100000. The 
manod ci payment wl te CASH, Tha Big Documents halbe eceed personaly by 
"Be prospecive Ser cris autorize representative. 

“Tea TRANSCO HO wil ida Pre Bid Codernce opon 1o al inieresiod partes on Apr 24s 
2906 ot 2:00 PM a! ta same addross bel, Requests o carfcatons on na Bid 
acras shoud ba submited bora P Pred Conference. 

‘Bis and eighty equrererts mast bo dlverod 1o the address belom on or bor 240. 
PML of May 9, 2008. Al is mast be accompanied by a Bd sacr any oe folowing 
form ard amount: 

Form of Secariy 
aah ceti crack. cashiers 
‘hock, managers cack, ba da 
rimoccatis eter oe (1% ot ABC) 
Bark geri 15s c ABC] T an 
Srey bond (25s o ABC) PP 160.0000 
Farin goverment garanie OLAS | PRP 720000000 


[3 
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Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Maynila, Pilpinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“The Bangko Sentra ng Plipinas, tvoogh s Bids and Awards Committe (BAC), iles 
supplersimandcturers/drblors fo appiy for eligbiity and to bid for the hereunder 


Name of Project Description 


‘One (1) Io supply, dolivery and 

commissioning of one (1) unt Banknote Disc 

‘Courting Machine wih table stand per BSP 

specifications 

P 2,000,000.00, 

"Win teen (19) weeks afer receipt ol 

Latter of Credit (UC) 

Prospective bidders should have undertaken a similar project wih the last ve (6) ors 

wih an amount ot least 50% ol Ine proposed project for bidding. The EIGJoRty Cec 

‘Screening aswel asthe Preliminary amination of Bis shal use non-discretionary "pass 

{ai erher. Post- qualification ofthe lowest calculated bid shall be conducted, 

A periclars relative to Elf Statement and Screening, Bid Secury, Pertormancs 

Securty, Pre-Bddng Conferences) Evaluation of Bids, Post Quaicaion and Award of 

Contra shal be governed by he pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and is Implementing 

Fues and Reguiatons (IRR). 

Tha complete schede ol actes is isted, as fotows: 
Activites 

Tesuanes of Bid Documents. 

‘Opening o Bids 

Bid Evauaton 

Post-qualfcation 

Tote of Award 


‘id Documents wil be avaliable oniy to prospective bidders upon payment ofa non- 
relundable amount of P1,000.00 o tha BSP Cashier. 

The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity bidders for 
any expenses incued nthe preparation of the bid. 

The BSP reserves the right to reject any and al bid proposals, or declare the bidding a 
re, or not award fhe coniraci, and makes no assurance that a coniract shall be 
‘entered into as a result of is inition 


Approved Budget for fre Conrac! 
Deivery Period 


‘Schedule 
S March 1021 Apri 2008. 
21 Ap 2006, 2:00 PM. 
May 2006, 200 P.M. 

‘hve gabe nacre wh mu prscbed prs 


pnta ne emery Rue A eguons (ARJA ot 
RK St ete 0a 28 


(Sgd JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
‘Chairman 


CEE 


Tor an oauan amant n a ed conver quency. Late Bis shal not be aco 
Bd opening shal be on ay 9,2008 29 PM. a Ba Adinin Conference in. seme adress 
‘Bato. Bos wi be opened n e prasence ol ba Biers representaties who chooso 19 
‘Banda he adress bala. 
‘Th Nason! Transmssion Corporation reserves te dt acceptor jc any Bá loann 
Te nigang process. and io reject a ids a any Eme pro io contract award, wiht Darty 
Ieee any tabi oe acted Der or den. 
Natora! Transmission Caporaon, Head Ofce Regon 
Me Armando N Ochoa BAC Carman 
MID Otis, Gr Transco Mah B. 
PowerCenter, Quezon Ave. comer BIR Road 
Daman Quezon Giy 
Tel No (832) 3812235 / Fax No. (632) S228432 
Webster wowsranscaph 

(Sod ARMANDO N. OCHOA 


TITLE] 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROCUREMENT SERVICE 
Rica S048 Sh Fortes Bang. DD Corps rice Ae Pei C PPE 
Wes apea iep NARRA 
Daata SAE ar EAE SSDS um Los SE Las SNS 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘he DepED Bsa Anas Comme (DepED DAC) tes iin bisses 1o yr ty ndo 


BOHOL I ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Maca-as, Tubigon, Bohol 
Fax No. (038) 508-8095, Tel. No. (038) 508-0084, 508-0085 


INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 2006-01 


The BOHOL | ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(BOHECO-I) thru 5% reinvestment and general fund intends 
to procure various electrical materials and equipments to be 
used in our coverage area. 


Sealed bids for the supply and delivery of the above- 
mentioned materials will be received by BOHECO-lat its main 
office in Maca-as, Tubigon, Bohol on or before April 20, 2006 
at2:30 P.M. at which time and place said proposal would be 
opened and read in the presence of bidders or their 
representatives. 


The interested bidders may obtain information, secure list 
of bidding documents from BOHECO-I Main Office upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee of One Thousand Six 
Hundred Eighty Pesos (Php1,680.00). 
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GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


GONORRHEA WARTS 
Sr STÀ WEN ES 
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SO LOVINGLY REMEMBERED 


On his 


who joined his Creator on April 7, 1984 


Mount Carmel Shrine, Doña Juana Rod., Q.C... 

Christ the King Parish, Greenmeadows Ave., Pasig... 
St. James Parish, Ayala Alabang Vill., Muntinlupa 

St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish, Magallanes Village 
Espiritu Santo Church, Tayuman St., Manila 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kanlaon St., QC. 

Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon Ave., Q.C. 

Quiapo Church of the Black Nazarene, Quiapo, Manila... 
Sta. Cruz Church, Sta. Cruz, Manila . » 

Mary the Queen Parish, Greenhills, San Juan. 
Sanetuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. 


Relatives, friends, and pious readers are 


requested to remember him in their prayers. 


TWENTY-FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


ANTONIO G. DULALIA 


Masses will be offered tomorrow, April 7, Friday, at the following churches: 


a mecenat Pat cad ba ASC pr ase alb ep 


Deko BAC mones De hace io or t Uds o are ig pce red ae ot 
Sieg ue epu toca oma ont ery meg a bey aes pes 
(Sef) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 
essa Secum) se Caperea BAC 


(PDI-Apéi 6 1,206) 


IDEATH NOTICE 


GAUDENCIO 
FERRER RAMOS 
Peacefully joined 
his Creator on April 1, 
2006 at the age of 80. 


His body lies in state at 
Arlington, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be at 
Himlayang Pilipino, 
9:00 am. today, 
April 6, 2006. 


I have fought the good fight, I bave. finished the racé; I have kept the faith. 


2t (2 Timothy 4j 


ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UTL ALMORANAS. 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTILTYMAPOTENCE 
|MOLECYSTISCAR REMOVAL| 
KELODPAP SMEAR 
MET usar 
GamaBág- No.8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, Q.C, 

[OPEN 9 AM to PU WON. to SAT. 


TEL, NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474 


CNCHS to hold reunion 


‘THE CABATUAN NATIONAL COMPREHENSIVE HIGH 
School in Cabatuan, lloilo will old its 9^ General 
Alumni Homecoming on April 16, 2006. 

The grand reunion willbe opened by a 
‘Thanksgiving Mass at 6:30am it will be followed by a 
parade from the Roman Catholic Church to Cabatuan 
National Comprehensive High School. A short 
‘opening program wili be held at the new gym of the 
school. The socialization of each class will be done in 
an assigned classroom. 

At7:00 pm, the Homecoming Ball wil start in the 
‘covered gym in the town plaza. The Highlight of the 
General alumni Homecoming will be a closing 
program at 11:00pm. During the program, the new- 
set of officers of Cabatuan National Comprehensive 
High School Alumni Association willbe inducted to 
office. The program will be highlighted by the 
coronation of Alumni Muse 2006. 

All alumni of CNCHS are invited to attend the 9° 
General alumni Homecoming. 

For more details, please contact your class 
coordinator. 


QCHS Grand Alumni 
Homecoming 


‘THE QUEZON CITY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 
Association, nc. il hold its 15" General Assembly 
and Grand Alumni Homecoming on April 9, 2006 at 
the school campus. It is hosted by Batch '81 with 
Batch 66 as co-host. 

This years honorees are the Silver Jublarans, 
Batch 81; the Pearl Jubitarians, Batch 76; the Ruby 
 Jubllarians, Batch '66, and the Golden Jubllarians, 
Batch 'S6. 

Registration starts at 2:00 p.m. Motiff is South 
Pacific. 

For more detalls, please contact: Cel Cuvin, '81, 
0917-622-7246; Divina Paz C. Sacramento, '66, 82 
0127, 826-3198; Tita Peñaranda Montinola, '56, 922- 
7087; and Art Dialogo, Secretary, 416-4898. 


CGEAHS Batch ’85 reunion 


CALLING ALL CAMP GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO 
High School (CGEAHS) Batch 1985. Reunion 
scheduled this December 2006. Please coordinate 
with Ms. Girly Tabor 0916-2690955 or Mr. Carlos 
Barisan 0918-6530404 


(Sgd.) CARLOS B. ITABLE 
General Manager 
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Marcos Highway, Cainta, Rizal 


PH rm E 
ANTAY AMERICAN CHERRY HOUSE MODEL 


m: 
"192 sqm. usatia toor araa BR 2 TAB- Baicony “Carport 
Near UP, Ateneo, Miriam & various malls 
Open House on April 8, 2006 
Sam - Spm at the Serra Monte 
Mansions Clubhouse 


Call us at 724-7543 


CORTE 
BELLA 


“The Metro Bones Divislon of 


FILINVEST LAND, INC. 


worw-Nilinvestland.com 


BEACH FRONT 


APARTMENTS FURNISHED, BEST FOR 
FAMILIES, GROUP, STN. 1, DINIWID 
$120 - DAILY, WKLY, MO. 


CALL -0918-9357144 /0917-3080074 
WELCOME AGENTS AND TRAVEL AGENCY 


24-HR HOTLINES 
POEA 7224144 * 7221155 
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D.O.M. 
8.V1.1918 — 4.IV.2006 


ANTONIO MADRIGAL y PATERNO 


Encomendó su alma al Creador 
el dia 4 de Abril, 2006 
después de recebir los santos sacramentos. 

Su deconcolada esposa, Amanda Abad Santos; sus hijos Ma. Susana y Jose 
Armando, Ma. Ana Consuelo y Eric, Ma. Rosa y Richard; sus nietas Alexandra, 
Michaela y Serena; sus hermanos Joset y Victoriat, Macariat, Pacita, Josefinat, 
Consuelo y Manuel, Maria Luisa y Daniel; sus sobrinos y sobrinas, y otros parientes 
reugan una oración para el eterno descanso de su alma. 

El féretro se halla en LIWANAG 145 10th Street, New Manila, Quezon City. 

Elentierro tendrá lugar el Sábado, 8 de Abril, en el Mausoleo Madrigal-Paterno, 
Alabang, después de la Santa Misa, a las once de la mafiana, en la Iglesia de Santo 
Domingo, Quezon City. 


Jd 


^" 
ANTONIO MADRIGAL y PATERNO 


Passed into the light of our Lord 
on 4 April 2006 
His bereaved wife, Amanda Abad Santos; children Ma. Susana and Jose 
Armando, Ma. Ana Consuelo and Eric, Ma. Rosa and Richard; grandchildren 
Alexandra, Michaela and Serena; brothers and sisters Joset and Victoriat, Macariat, 
Pacita, Josefinat, Consuelo and Manuel, Maria Luisa and Daniel; and relatives, 
request friends and readers to join in prayer for his soul's eternal peace. 


His body lies in state at LIWANAG 145 10th Street, New Manila, Quezon City. 


Interment will be at the family mausoleum at Alabang, following the 11:00 a.m. 
Requiem Mass on Saturday, 8 April, at Santo Domingo Church, Quezon City. 


The Board of Directors, The Board of Directors, 
Officers and Staff of Officers and Staff of 


A.P. Madrigal Steamship MADRIGAL PACIFIC 
Co., Inc. CARRIERS 


deeply mourn the loss of their deeply mourn the loss of 


founding President and their Chairman Emeritus 
Chairman 


DONANTONIOMADRIGALyPATERNO. $ DON ANTONIOMADRIGALy PATERNO 


on 4 April 2006 on 4 April 2006 


Deposit Amount 
Tn Pesos 
50,000 - 99,999 
100,000 - 499,999 
500,000 - 999,999 
10MM - 4.99MM 
5,0MM  - 9.99MM 5.75 
10.0MM and up 6.00 
Enjoy monthly interest earnings for 1, 2 or 3 year placements. 


——— 


Interest Rates % 
30 days to 3 years 
3.50 
4.50 
5.25 
5.75 


Open an account 
now at any 
PSBank branch! 


Text PSBANK PTD «your name» «jour landline no.» 
2327 for Globe or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 
Fest Pie Depant Inne Coyote Maa pest inure for cach ritur EROR. 
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BOC collection target hike 
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Customs bureau now expected to collect P196B in '06 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE INTER-AGENCY DEVELOPMENT 
Budget Coordination Committee has 
jacked up the Bureau of Customs’ collec- 
tion target for this year by P5.5 billion, 
while raising the government's expen 
ture ceiling by the same amount to accom- 
modate some tax subsidies. 

This developed as the BOC announced that 
it has exceeded its monthly collection target 
for March, citing an initial collection of 
P16.71 billion or a 17.2-percent surplus from 
its P14.26 billion target for the period. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya, who 
aso chairs the DBCC, yesterday said in a press 
statement that the government body has ap- 
proved the quarterly deficit goals for the year, 
pegging the first quarter's deficit ceiling at 
P71.8 billion. 


According to the deficit schedule approved 
by the DBCC, a cumulative deficit ceiling of 
P90.4 billion has been set by the end of the 
second quarter, and P122 billion by the end of 
the third quarter. 

The full-year government deficit cap was 
kept at P125 billion, equivalent to 21 percent 
of the projected gross domestic product for 
theyear. 

Andaya said the government was “sticking 
to its fighting target of balancing the budget 
by2008.” 

The BOC is now expected to collect P196 
billion to reflect “non-cash collections due to 
tax expenditure subsidies” to cover importa- 
tions made by government agencies. 

BOC Commissioner Napoleon Morales at- 
tributed the agency's strong revenue perfor- 
‘mance to its revenue enhancement programs. 

Malacafang has appointed Morales as the 


Dad opened an SME account with Plantersbank 
and he got free PLDT Broadband Internet. 
So, okay, he can have the Big Chair. 


The Plantersbank and PLDT Business Solutions partnership brings new power 
i to small & medium enterprise owners. 


Today, the country's recognized leader in SME banking teams up with Telco expertise, bring 


ging independent business owners more muscle, more reach. Plantersbank's 


‘SME Proposition Package now comes with FREE PLOT BizDSL. SME Proposition Package is a suite of cash management, financial services and technology solutions 


designed to assist SME clients manage their daily administrative tasks. If you are. 


‘an entrepreneur, this is the edge you have been waiting for! 


SMEs can enjoy these advantages for FREE by simply maintaining Plantersbank’s required average dally balance. 


Plantersbank SME Proposition Package with FREE BIDSL Internet 


[ Advance Biz 


‘Superior Biz 


Furteanks Canh onagemont Sees | Pantrebek's Cos Management Services 


“eee wang wry 


new head of the governments task force 
against smuggling. 

As for disbursements, the government has 
seta P1.1-trllion ceiling, up from the original 
spending target of P1.09 trillion. The budget 
is 16.6 percent higher than last year's P942.2 
billion. 

The P5.5 billion increase in projected gov- 
ernment expenditures, Andaya said, would 
incorporate “tax expenditure subsidies" such 
as the payment of documentary stamp tax on 
government securities and taxes on govern- 
ment imports. 

Total revenues are expected to increase by 
22.4 percent to P974.1 billion over last year's 
actual collections. 

The increase in both VAT rate and coverage 
is expected to drive up the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue's collections to P675.4 billion from 
last year’s P5345 billion. 


SM claims no 
offer extended 
for EPCIB stock 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SM GROUP OF MALL TYCOON HENRY 
Sy yesterday said that no binding offer has 
been made on its 34-percent block in Equitable 
PCI Bank, the country's third largest bank. 

The SM Group yesterday issued a state- 
ment in reaction to a report that the the mys- 
tery buyer of Equitable PCIBank last Tuesday 
submitted a “formal binding” offer of P20.5 
billion for the 34-percent block held by the 
SM group and Banco de Oro Universal Bank. 

"Tathis day, we have not received a binding 
offer for our shares,” SM Group chief financial 
officer Jose T. Sio said in a statement sent to 
the Inquirer. “What was sent to us was a state- 
ment of interest only” 

SM Group lawyer Herrera Teehankee also 
sent a letter to Government Service Insurance 
System general manager Winston E Garcia, in- 
forming him that there is "no binding offer to ac- 
quire the SM or Banco De Oro shares in Equi- 
table PCI Bank from the Siguion Reyna law firm. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange was fur- 
nished with a copy of Teehankee's letter. 

Siguion Reyna is the law firm representing 
the unknown buyer and is the reported party 
communicating with Garcia on the SM shares. 

Ina letter dated March 31 to Garcia, signed 
by Siguion Reyna partner Rolando Mario G. 
Villonco, the law firm made it clear that its let- 
ter on the SM shares "shall constitute a state- 
ment of interest only; adding that it is also. 
subject to several conditions. 


BPI disposes 
of P6.3B in 
soured loans 


THE BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
has sold P6.3 billion worth of soured loans to 
Avenue Asia, a leading distressed debt trading. 
and asset management firm in Asia. 

BPI corporate secretary Carlos Aquino 
yesterday told the Philippine Stock Exchange 
the latest wholesale deal had brought to 
P17.3 billion the amount of nonperforming 
loans sold by the bank. 

"The bank said this latest asset sale, which 
was closed on Tuesday, reflected “the strong 
interest of foreign investors in Philippine as- 
sets and signifies better economic prospects 
for the country." 

BPI sold P8.6 billion worth of NPLs to Mor- 
gan Stanley Emerging Markets Inc in 2004 
and another P2.4-billion block last year, also 
to Avenue Asia. 

‘Avenue Asia is an affiliate of Amroc Invest- 
ments, one of the largest privately owned dis- 
tressed asset management firms in the United 
States. It also earlier bought nearly P12 bil- 
lion worth of NPLs from United Coconut 
Planters Bank. 

BPI plans to unload as much as P10 billion in 
bad assets this year on the back of improved for- 
eign investor interest on the country. The banks 
‘optimism was not even hinged on the passage of 
the Special Purpose Vehicle Act extension—which 
the Presidents expected to soon sign into law. 

“There's a lot more interest in going to the 
Philippines. Before we were talking to only 
one or two names (potential buyers) at any 
given time. Now we're talking to three to five 
names and we think they're talking to other 
banks too, so that’s good for the country,” BPI 
president Aurelio Montinola II said. 

Prior to this transaction, BP's bad assets stood 
at P45-P48 billion, consisting of around P34 bil- 
lion worth of real and other properties owned 
and acquired and P14 billion in soured loans, 

“These also included bad assets inherited 
from BPY's latest acquisition, Prudential Bank. 

BPI, whose NPL ratio increased to 6.8 per- 
cent with the takeover of bad assets from Pru- 
dential Bank, hopes to bring down the ratio to 
5.5-6 percent. 

‘At the same time, BPI hopes to boost its 
Joan growth this year at a faster pace of 7-8 
percent, and outperform the 3-4 percent pro- 
jected loan growth for the banking industry. 

BPI is the country’s second biggest bank 
with assets of P446.41 billion at end-2005, 
Doris C. Dumlao 
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; Prestige 


| kitchen tools and gadgets 
| with heat-tempered handles 


Eight chefs prepared their favorite picnic recipes for this mouth-watering spread. 


An epicure’s picnic 


I LOVE PICNICS! BESIDES, I never pass up an op- 

portunity to use my pretty English picnic basket. 
But this time I wanted something different. I 

wanted this particular one to be grand. So, grand 


itwas! 

Ibrought along some of my favorite friends 
and the best names in the business—chefs 
David Pardo de Ayala, Ernie Babaran, Norbert 
Gandler, Rolando Laudico, Jessie Sincioco, 
Cyrille Soenen and Thomas Wenger. Eight 
chefs in a basket? Seemed like a dream! 
~ | called each one and asked them to pre- 
pare their favorite picnic recipes. Oh boy! 
What a menu it turned out to be: 

Avocado and Stilton Cheese Salad with 
Orange and Walnuts 

Grilled Camembert 

Scotch Eggs 

Tomato and Kalamata Olive Bruschetta 

Roast Beef Sandwich 
Parma Ham, Arugu- 

la and Shaved Parme- 
KITCHEN san 


RESCUE Grilled Vegetarian 


Sandwich with Bal- 
samic Onion Compote 

Tuna Pan Bagnat 

done two ways: a la 


Pardo de Ayala and a 
la Wenger. 

Bicher Muesli 

Fruit Trifle 

Bread and Butter 
Reggie Aspiras pudding 
—————— lemon Meringue 
Pie 

Fresh Fruits in Mint and Orange Liqueur 

Candied Nuts 

‘There was so much food there was no need 
for me to prepare anything. But I decided to 
quickly make fresh fruit and candied nuts and 
to bring the other picnic necessities to com- 
plete the assignment, like wine: Beringer 
Founders’ Estate Chardonnay and Merlot; tal- 
‘cum powder, a must, to dust the ground and 
keep the ants away; chalk to line the picnic 
perimeter to repel bugs; flowers, candles, 
table cloths, napkins, cutlery, glasses, plates, 
wine opener and an iPod. 

The next task was to find a spot with a 
view—a picnic essential! Unfortunately, it 
was overcast, the sun didn't shine. Making the 
best out of the situation, and with so much 
good food, the show went on. 

So we picnicked at home. I set the table 
and, by the time I finished, it was a quarter to 
six. Rod Stewart crooned "Let's Fall in Love” 
in the background. It was terribly romantic! 

‘The decision to stay put turned out to be a 
wise one, for shortly after—of all days—it be- 
gan to drizzle. Truly, you can't have every- 
thing. But somehow, last Thursday, looking at 
the pretty picnic table, I felt that I did. 

We are sharing our recipes with you. How- 
ever, if you feel lazy, just call the chefs and 
make all your picnic dreams come true! 

From chef Norbert Gandler, director of culi- 
nary, pastry and bakery arts, International 
School for Culinary Arts and Hotel Manage- 
ment: 


Norbert’s Avocado and Stilton 
Cheese Salad with Orange 
and Walnuts 

3 pcs avocados, cut into cubes 

150 g stilton cheese, crumbled 


3 pes orange, cut into segments 
50 g walnuts, crumbled 
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LET'S 
havea 
picnic! 


USA Skin Whiteners 
‘Glutathione. 500mg. 60caps: P1,600. 
«Glutathione Precursor. 600mg. 60caps: P720. 
«Skin Whitening Cream. 59ml. P950. 
m0928-6013388 E alteroptions7@yahoo.com 


Lose 20% of your body fat. Reduce your 
weight by 10, 20, 30 or more pounds! 
" GuATI pue 


Arturo Guerrero 
Lost 35 Ibs of fat. 
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E TRAINING SLOTS* 


NO/MONTHLY DUES! NO JOINING FEES! 
CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 


$ SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL PROGRAMMES. 


HOTLINE 536-3333 


4:SLIIMMERS (75466377) 


BODY SCRUB 
PERLANE 
NUTRACELL-FACE 


GREAT SAVINGS FOR APRIL! 
BUY 20 
TREATMENTS 
GET 10 FREE! 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


www.slimmersworld.com.ph 
Inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


SKIN WHITENING  AQUAMID 
FACIAL LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL 


BOTOX _ RESTYLANE 
WART REMOVAL 


Diamond 


"7 Ultrapeet 


For beautiful smooth 
white skin... 


. MESOTHERAPY 


The latest technology in slimming and firming from Europe. 


MEGAMALL Gina/Ruby 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 647-3816 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 


SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 
MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473816/09275341314 


PLACE cold foods and drinks in an insulated cooler with plenty of ce. Note bite-sized fruitsand veggies ADD the cold cuts. 


packed in resealable plastic bags. 


Glenda 
on how 


fora 


^ Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


UMMERTIME MEANS PICNIC 
time. Going on a picnic means for- 
getting your worries, sitting on 

the grass, munching on chips, exchang- 

ing banter and doing 

practically nothing on a 

lazy afternoon. So, grab 

your basket, fil it with 

lots of food, put on 

some sunblock and 

lets go on a picnict 

Some people en- 

joy picnicking in city parks 
(Quezon City Circle, Rizal Park, 
CCP grounds, Parks and Wildlife, to 
name a few) while others go up north to 
Zambales for the beach or south to 
Batangas for the lovely view. A few oth- 
ers, like top restaurateur Glenda Barret- 
to, go picnicking in cemeteries because 
then she gets to do two things at one out- 
ing: visit her dearly departed and bond 
with the living. 

Planning a picnic is easy. The hard part 
is the preparation. Barretto, a veteran at 
preparing outdoor food, having carered 
one too many al fresco affairs, offers 
some practical tips to safely prepare, 
pack and serve food for an outing. 

In planning a picnic, consider the 
number of people in the group. Not hav- 
ing enough food for all picnickers would 
be a disaster. On the other hand, more 
food than people might result in wasted 
leftovers. 

When preparing the menu, Barretto 
says to stick to food that don't spoil easi- 
ly "Food cooked with vinegar or soy 
sauce will be the safe ones.” 


A cooler is safer 

When packing food, although a basket 
is much more romantic, a cooler is safer. 
Barretto always takes along two sturdy 
coolers—one for cold food, the other for 
hot dishes. 

"Food can spoil easily on hot summer. 
days. If picnic foods are not handled 
safely, they can cause food-borne illness- 
es,” she cautions. 

Food products containing eggs, such 
as mayonnaise, are likely to spoil or even 
create a bacteria-friendly environment 
when allowed to warm up. Barretto rec- 
‘ommends foods that don't require refrig- 
eration like fresh fruit salad instead of 
pasta salad. 

Tn packing a cooler, she suggests filling 
it up with lots of ice placed in durable 
plastic bags. 

Pack the cold stuff like salad greens, 
cold cuts, juices, sandwiches (minus the 


HOT food should be taken directly from 
the heat source, packed in tight-lidded 
containers and arranged accordingly in. 
the thermo box. 


t0 Pack 


"Tis the season for 
family outings, but do 
you know how to 
transport the food 
safely and with style? 


DON'T forget to pack the wine 
cooler. 


mayo), cut fruits, cheeses or wines di- 
rectly from the refrigerator or freezer in- 
to the cooler, placing food to be kept 
coldest at the bottom. Remember, put 
food in the cooler in the order opposite 
to using them. This means that the food 
you'll need last should be packed first, at 
thebottom. 

Similarly hot food should be taken di- 
rectly from the heat source (oven, stove 
or microwave), packed in insulated con- 
tainers and arranged accordingly in the 
thermo box. Never store hot and cold 
foods together. 

You can also prepare some foods the 
night before and not have to worry about 
them at all. Barretto braises or stews her 
adobo the night before but fries the meat 
in the morning as she thickens the sauce. 

“I place it in a plastic container that I 
seal tightly it goes straight to the thermo 
box and I don’t open it until we are ready 
to eat,” Barretto says. 

If you take hot food, it's best to wrap 
the dish in towels or a tablecloth to keep 
irwarm. 

Of course, don't pack the perishables 
into the cooler until you're almost ready 
to leave. Place cooler in the shade upon 
arrival at the picnic site and keep lid 
closed whenever possible. 

The ice will come in handy for chilling 
the drinks, and any that melts serves as 
additional ice water. If possible, don't 
drain the water from the melted ice, as it 
will be of benefit in keeping food cool. 


ah 
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f E d 
"HAVE COOLERS, will 
travel. Experienced 
restaurateur and caterer 
Glenda Barretto knows 
the science of feeding 


WRAP your breakables in cling wrap or 
bubble wrap to keep them safe during 
the journey. 


Serving size 

She divides the food into meal-size por 
tions and packs it according to when she 
plans to serve it. 

She cuts the fruit, say watermelon, in 
halfandthen in quarters, before placing in 
self-sealing plastic bags. As for mangoes, 
she cuts them in half and seals them. 

Tes an absolute must to squeeze lemon 
juice over your cut-up fruit. It helps the 
fruit retain its natural coloring and slows 
down the browning process. 

You can also take small individual pack- 
ets of salt, pepper, sugar and condiments 
(ketchup, mustard, relish, soy sauce or 
whatever suits your fancy) and place them 
ina small zipper-top plastic bag. 


'ADOBONG' chicken can be prepared the night before, while steamed rice can be 


cooked last. 
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AND your choice cheeses 


Take along desserts already in serving 
sizes, such as cupcakes, muffins, cookies 
and bars. Look for sweet things that will 
stand up to the journey. Don't bring cakes 
that easily melt. 

As for breads, put them in a eloth-lined 
basket and cling-wrap the entire basket to 
keep dirt out. 

Barretto discourages picnic-goers to 
bring takeout foods from fast-food joints 
like fried chicken since they spoil easily if 
not eaten right away. If you buy takeout 
foods like fried chicken and barbecue, eat 
them within two hours of pickup. 

“Try to bring just the right amount of 
food so you won't have to worry about the 
storage or safety of leftovers. 

If there are leftovers, Barretto requires 
putting them in the cooler. If there is still 
ice left in your cooler when you get home, 
the leftovers are okay to eat. If not, they 
should be discarded. 

The secrets of a successful picnic are 
simplicity, careful planning and packing. 
For Barretto, eating picnic foods is not 


memet 


chicken to the picnic in small plastic 
containers. 


BARRETTO'S Roast Chicken 


stint] 
! Things to bring 

* Two large, sturdy coolers or 
styrofoam chests for hot and cold 
dishes 

* Tight-lidded plastic containers 

+ Small re-sealable plastic bags 

* Lots and lots of ice 

* Comfy picnic blanket 

* Picnic baskets or hampers 

* Tablecloths 

* Cling wrap 

* Moist towelettes in case soap 
and water are not available 

* Disposable plastic or paper 
plates 

* Hard-wearing plastic forks and 

* Plastic glasses 

+ Paper napkins or paper towels. 

* Bread knife or sharp knife. 

* Can opener or corkscrew 

* First-aid kit 

* Kitchen towel 

* Insect repellant 

* Candles or matches for night 
picnic 

* Sunscreen 

* Lightweight folding chairs/stools 

* Garbage bags for your rubbish 


i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

! Things to remember 

1+ Bring food that doesn't spoil 

easily, such as dishes cooked with 

soy sauce or vinegar. 

1 * Pack the cold stuff (salad. 

| greens, cold cuts, juices, cut fruits, 

‘cheeses or wines) directly from the 

1 refrigerator or freezer into the cool- 

er 

1" Put food in the cooler in the or- 

i der opposite to serving them, 

, Meaning the food you'll eat last 
should be packed first, at the very 

1 bottom. 

1 * Hot food should be taken di- 
rectly from the heat source, packed 

im insulated containers and ar- 

ranged accordingly in the thermo 
box. 

1 * Divide the food into meal-size 

1 portions and pack according to 
when you plan to serve it. 

1+ Cut up fresh fruit in bite sizes 

, before placing in self-sealing plastic 
bags or tightly sealed plastic con- 

1 tainers. 

po Bring desserts in serving sizes, 
such as cupcakes, muffins, cookies 

1 and bars. 

pos Pack the perishables into the 
cooler only when you're almost 

F- ready to leave. 

qj _ ° Place cooler in shade upon ar- 
rival at the picnic site and keep lid 

1 closed whenever possible. 
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about how much you spend, but how 
much you enjoy the experience. 

Below are Barremos ideal picnic 
recipes. 

Chicken Adobo 

2 pc whole chicken, 1.4-ksize each 

1 %eevinegar 

Ja cup soy sauce 

2 tbsp garlic, minced 

4 pcbay leaves 

Vetsp peppercom, crushed 

¥Yaliter water (2c) 

2coil for frying 

Cut each chicken into serving pieces 
and place in a bow! with the rest of the in- 
gredients, except for oil. Marinate in the 
refrigerator overnight. 

Place chicken pieces with marinade in a 
casserole, Add water and bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat and simmer for about 30-40 
minutes or until chicken is tender. Remove 
chicken and strain the sauce. 

In a frying pan, brown the chicken 
pieces in hot oil until erisp on all sides, 
Drain in a colander and transfer to a plat- 
ter. Reheat the sauce and reduce to a thick, 
flowing consistency, strain, then pour over 
chicken. 


GLENDA/C3 
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THE"GANDLER" Platter: Tomato and Kalamata Olive Bruschetta, 
Roast Beef Sandwich and Parma Ham Sandwich with Arugula and 
Shaved Parmesan (above); Chef Norbert Gandler, director of 


Culinary, Pastry and Bakery Arts, 
Arts and Hotel Management (right) 


ternational School for Culinary 


An epicure's 
picnic 


From page Cl 


100 g bell peppers, julienne 

Lemon juice, to taste 

Olive oil, to taste 

Salt and freshly cracked black pepper, to 
taste 

Combine ingredients in a bowl and season 
to taste with lemon juice, olive oil, salt and 
pepper 


Tomato and Kalamata 
Olive Bruschetta 

10 slices rye bread : 

5 pcs red ripe tomatoes, peeled, de-seed, cut 
into concasse 

150 g kalamata 
olives, de-seed, cut 
into cubes 

50 g feta cheese, 
cubed 

Basil leaves, juli- 
enne 

Extra virgin olive 
oil 

Mix all ingredients 
together and season 
totaste with olive oil, 
salt, pepper, lemon 
juice and julienne 
basil leaves. Sprinkle 
olive oil on the rye 
bread slices. Grill or 
toast in the oven. 

Cuta peeled garlic 
clove in half and rub 
over the toasted 
bread. Top with the 
tomato mixture and 
gamish with basil 
leaves. 


Parma Ham with Arugula 
and Shaved Parmesan 

10 slices rye bread 

20 slices parma ham 

100 g arugula 

10 pes cherry tomatoes 

parmesan cheese, shaved 

basil pesto spread 

Sprinkle pesto on the rye bread slices. Ar- 
range arugula leaves on the bread. Top with 
parma ham. Garnish with cherry tomatoes 
(cut in half) and shaved parmesan cheese. 


NORBERT'S Avocado and Stilton Cheese. 
Salad with orange and walnuts 


Roast Beef 

20 slices brioche 

30 slices roast beef 

70 g mustard mayonnaise 

100 g salad leaves 

10 pieces cornichon 

10 slices red radish 

lpemango 

Toast sliced brioche or any other bread. 
Spread mustard mayonnaise on both slices of 
brioche. Place salad leaves on one slice of bread 
and arrange three slices of roast beef over the 
Salad leaves, Cover with the other brioche slice. 
Gamish with mango, radish and cornichon 
skewer. 

JE And here is a 
recipe from Chef 
Cyrille Soenen, exec- 
utive chef, Crowne 
Plaza Galleria and 
Holiday Inn Galleria: 


ate 


Grilled Camem- 
bert Soenen 

1 French Camem- 
bert cheese round, 
packed into a woo 
enbox 

Small 
bread 

Remove 
wrapping 
cheese; transfer 
cheese back into 
wooden box. Put 
back cover. 

In a barbecue pit, 
lay grilling rack as 
close to coals as possible, bottom of cheese 
box should be almost touching coals. Put 
camembert on rack. The cheese is ready when 
its cover pops out. The hot cheese will push 
the cover off. Approximately 10 minutes. 

Remove the top of the box, remove cheese 
crust with the tip ofa knife and enjoy, dipping 
in bread bites. 

This is all 1 have space for. Picnic Recipes 
Part 2, next week! 


pieces of 


paper 
around 


E-mail the author at 
com.ph 


raspirasQinquirer. 


CHEF Cyrille 
Soenen, executive. 
chef of Crowne Plaza. 
Galleria and Holiday 
Inn Galleria. 


GRILLED 
Camembert Soenen 
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Broiled Pork Belly 


2k pork be 
Marinade: 


1 tbsp salt 

1 YAtsp peppercom, crushed. 
2tbsp garlic, minced 

2thsp brown sugar 


2 tbsp soy: 
Dipping S 


1 ¥cvinegar 


3 csoy sa 
2tbsp gar 
Combine. 


ILY INQUIRER: 


à 
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on how... ss 


Marinate pork overnight, 
velly, sliced thinly Remove pork and grill until meat is 
‘cooked through. Place pork on a plat- 
ter and keep warm. 

Combine ingredients of dipping 
sauce together. Serve sauce on the side. 

Suha at Labanos 

1pepomelo (approximately 960 g) 

1 peradish, julienne (approximately 
250g) 

Dressing: 

1/8 coliveoil 

Ya tbsp French mustard 


Yatbsp cane vinegar 

Dash of salt and pepper 

Dash of white sugar 

1 pe spring onion, for garish 

10g lettuce 

Peel and segment pomelo. Combine 
with radish and set aside. 

Ina mixing bowl, combine the ingre- 
dients for the dressing and set aside. 

‘Toss pomelo-radish mixture with 
the dressing, Arrange lettuce on salad 
plate and top with pomelo-radish sal- 
ad. Garnish with spring onion. 


sauce 
jauce: 


uce 
lic, minced 
ail marinade ingredients. 


$- 


Diy Te 299.0 


ELBA showrooms 


MC Hamu Depot Orges, Maral Ave, Ortigas, Pasig Ciny Te 683-0101 + 


Foa, Sen Formando, Pampanga Te: 1045) 81-3257 


SMOKE GOES OUT, 
TASTE OF FOOD STAYS IN. 


Elba gas range with chimney-like funnel. 


Grilled food almost always has a hint of smoke-taste especially 
when done in your oven. And there is not much you can do 
about it. But Elba Cookers has already anticipated that 
problem, thus coming up with a builtin chimney-like funnel, 
thatis located behind alits gas ovens. 


This funnel sucks in all the smoke inside your oven, thus 
eliminating the chance fit going toyourfood. So youwillenjoy 
more of the taste of what you are cooking and less of the. 
smoke. 


Andwithalithese features, your Elbaisworlh your every peso. 


E 


COOKERS FROM 


CERTIFIED ISO 9001:2000 


ITALY 


AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LEADING APPLIANCE STORES: 


cam ABENSON — Ledomatic 


ORUM. CENTRE 


ppliance Center @ WESTERN 


Mt Home Depo ThoFor Gab Ci Makati Ciy e 616-2862» NC Ham Dip Pasong Tomo, Makati 
dl a= Aatang tne egi 2upt dea, Mun e772-1819 Ansosmporam wl 2, Pasay foe, Makati City Eu Shovaroom Gapan, Olongapo 


hy stowreom Có 888 Winn Bl, AC Corr, Mandau Cay, Cr Te (0921865140 


Holy Week Retreat 
Diamond Hotels just the place to be this Lenten season. 
Special local residents room rates: P3,800 overnight and P7,000 for 2 nights 
(rates inclusive of tax and service charge), with breakfast for 2. 
Plus your kids’ free entrance to Easter Funland. 


Room-brenkfastdlinner packages also available, Rates honored from April 10-16 only. 
Tee DTENCR Permie No. A1285 Series of 200. 


Easter Sunday Joy Time! 
Savor Palm Court's sumptuous Easter buffet: Lunch (P950++) or Dinner (P1,000«*). 
“Treat your entire family to a fun-filled day of endless surprises: 
Giveaways and loot bugs, face painting, magie show, mascots film showings, and prizes galore! 
Get all these for a minimal fee of P350 inclusive of tasty treats. and goodies, 


Kids’ Easter Funland is open from 1-4pm. 


KA 


DIAMOND HOTEL, 
Fit ims 
Roxas Boulevard comer Dr J. Quintos Street, Manila 1000 Philippines 
Telephone (632) $23 3000, Fax (632) $26 2255 
wivwdiamondioteleom 


BAMBOO and banana leaves hark back to traditional picnics. Plastic 


utensils add the modern touch, 


JMGUIAO PUNZALAN 


Picnics 
from way back 


ET ME BRING 
you to a picnic 
during Jose 


Rizal's time. 

And what way is 
there but through his 
novel, "Noli Me Tan- 
gere,” where in Chap- 
ter 23 (A Fishing Ex- 
pedition), Maria Clara 
and her friends, to- 
gether with older 
ladies and maids went 
on a lake adventure, 
presumably on Lagu- 
na de Bay The novels hero, 
Crisostomo Ibarra, played host 
and he brought his friends as 
well. 

"The day began with a boat ride. 
Lunch was on the banks of Ibarra's 
Jand. He outfitted one of the ban- 
cas with carpe, cushions and 
rugs to make the women comfort- 
able. One banca even had earth- 
enware stoves where tea, coffee, 
chocolate and salabat were brew- 
ing, their breakfast beverage. 

What would provide for the 
party's lunch were the fish traps 
that were not disturbed for sever- 
al days to ensure a big harvest. 

Maria Clara's Aunt Isabel in- 
structed the boatman’s son not to 
get the fish if the sinigang broth 
"Wasn't ready. The author noted 
that Aunt Isabel knew that the 
less time fish spent out of the wa- 
ter the fresher it would be. 

For the broth, Rizal wrote 
about the classic mix of rice wa- 


| COUNTRY 
! COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


ter, tomatoes and 
kamias. — Apparently 
there were more ingre- 
dients to be included as 
the book described how 
"the other girls 
peeled squash, shucked 
peas or cut spring 
onions into pieces the 
size of cigarettes.” 

Rizal, the novelist, 
added some drama 
with the killing of. a 
crocodile found in one 
fish trap. The other 
traps, however, yielded just fish 
that Aunt Isabel rightfully segre- 
gated according to how each vari- 
ety should be cooked: “The ayun- 
gin is good for the sinigang. Leave 
the bia for the escabeche. The dalag 
and the buan-buan for the pesa... 
The lobsters to the frying pan! The 
banak is to be roasted, wrapped in 
banana leaves and stuffed with 
tomatoes.” 

It is presumed that rice was tak- 
en together with those freshwater 
fish, either waiting in a palayok or 
already wrapped in individual ba- 
nana leaf packets. Earlier in the 
chapter, makeshift awnings were 
described to have fruits hanging 
from them such as pineapples, ka- 
suy (the cashew fruit is called 
balubad), bananas, guavas and 
lanzones. 


Festive times 
Picnics presuppose festive times 
and the pilgrimage to Antipolo, 


AFAMILY picnic by the beach in the "60s 


when women were carried on 
hammocks and men rode on 
horses, must have been one such 
happy occasion. Prepared food 
was sold in the towns of Cainta 
and Pasig at the foot of the hills. 
Tn a previous column, I described 
how one packet consisted of kare- 
kare with bagoong, white rice, ki- 
lawin of banana blos- 

soms, boiled or 
steamed shrimps and 

chicken adobo fried 

crisp. 

T suppose that up 
on the hills, the 
full lunch would 
be supplemented by the 
suman sa ibos with mangoes, a 
combination similar to the Thai 
sticky rice with mangoes. There 
would be cashew nuts also. These 
days, however, the casuy sold in 
Antipolo comes all the way from 
Palawan. And several restaurants 
now line the streets so no picnic 
food needs to be brought up. 

My introduction to another 
kind of pienic pack was at the Bal- 
aw Balaw Restaurant in Angono, 
Rizal. The late Digon Vocalan, 
proprietor and artist, ordered for, 
me this huge bilao of food combi- 
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nations—rice, pork adobo, fried 
hito, grilled tilapia’ and vegeta- 
bles such as eggplant and 
kangkong. He called it minaluto. 

T thought then it was just one 
way of presenting the equivalent 
of a Filipino combo-meal that 
they serve in fast-food places, or 
it was our own version of the 
Japanese bento box. 


Fiesta leftovers 

Minaluto turned out. 
to be the picnic pack 
of Angono, usually 
comprised of fiesta lefi- 
overs. Gilda Cordero Fernan- 
do wrote that the combinations 
would be meat dishes like adobo, 
menudo and asado, all mixed to- 
gether, placed on top of a mound 
of rice, and all that topped with a 
salted egg then wrapped in ba- 
mana leaf ("Philippine Food & 

Life," Anvil Publishing, 1992). 

My first encounter with leftovers 
as picnic item was when I asked 
why the bakery was closed the day 
after a hometown fiesta. 1 was told 
that the workers, with the owners, 
went to the beach bringing with 
them leftover fiesta food. 

I didn’t witness that picnic. But 


two weeks ago, on a trip to the 
White Island, a sandbar off 
Camiguin Island, a picnic of left- 
overs was brought out on a small 
table. That included the rem- 
nants of a lechon and pieces of 
sweet-and-sour fish. The lady 
guarding the food told me there 
was a wedding the night before 
and some of the party were going 
to eat the leftover for breakfast 
after a swim. 

Of course, you don't have to 
wait to have a party or fiesta to 
picnic afterwards, For my friend 
in Angeles, Pampanga, the only 
items his family starts out with 
are the drinks, dipping sauces 
and rice. Then they pass by Nepo 
Mart to buy cooked food from the 
many turo-turo stalls there. So 
they can have tocino, tapang 
damulag (carabao meat), inihaw 
na hito accompanied by balo-balo 
(fermented rice with shrimp) and. 
mustasa leaves. Pastillas can be 
their dessert and butong pakwan 
and peanuts, their snacks. 

For my family who loves pic- 
nics by the riverbank or by the 
beach, we have much simpler 
fare—mangoes, adobo and tice. 
We never pack utensils so we use 


The setting 

and the sense 

of fun will 
always make the 
food both 
extraordinary 
and memorable 


our hands both to mash the adobo 
into the rice and to eat the mix- 
ture expertly, Mangoes are 
peeled, eaten to the bone, making 
a mess of faces and swimwear. t. 
takes only one jump into river or 
sea for everyone to be clean 
again. 

Our picnics may not be as elab- 
orate as the "Fishing Expedition" 
of Rizal’s novel but the setting 
and the sense of fun will always 
make picnic food both extraordi- 
nary and memorable. 


E-mail the author at 
pinoyfoodo4@yahoo.com 
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up new 
reasons for a great 
dining experience. 
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FISH & CO. SERVES A HARVEST OF FISH, 
prawns, clams, mussels and oysters, squid, 
crabs and more are in a variety of delicious ways. 
At Fish & Co., seafood is grilled, filleted, baked 
and fried; added to soups, salads and pastas; 
served as starters and other specialty recipes. 
Cooked fresh, the dishes come with the chain's 
signature sauces and dips. Favorites include Peri- 
peri Prawns, Fish Collar, Whole Line Fish and 
Classic Fish & Chips. Fish & Co. has branches at 
G/F, Streetscape, Shangri-La Mall, Edsa, Man- 
daluyong: and at the Fun Dining Area, 3/F, Groen- 
belt 3, Ayala Center, Makati. 


CHINESE MONK offers special 
Lenten dishes such as Kung Pao 
Shrimps, Sweet and Sour Fish Fillet, Szechuan 
Prawns, Clams In Oyster Sauce, Steamed Cuttle- 
fish, Chili Crab, Fish with Tofu Hot Pot, Fried La- 
pu-Lapu with Black Bean Sauce, Scallops with 
‘Asparagus, Crab with Sotanghon and Seafood 
medley, among others. Tofu and vegetable dishes 
include Mapo Tofu, Braised Tofu, Sesame Tofu, 
"Tofu with Abalone Sauce, Polonchay Delight, 
Shrimp Asparagus, Vegetable Deluxe, Braised 
Eggplant, Broccoli with Abalone Sauce. Chinese 
Monk is at 1/L, Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Cen- 
ter, Makati. Call 8974129 or 8973785. 


BURGOO offers seafood and vegetable dishes 
this Lent. There's Fried Calamari, Lemon Pep- 
pered Grilled Lapu-Lapu, Spinach Grilled Salmon, 
Seafood Aglio Olio, Grilled Squid ala Pobre, 
Prawn Oreganato, Friday Fish Fry, among others. 
Call 9277424, 8981815, 6875254, 7264663 and 
9136112. 


T.G.LFRIDAY'S has a BBO promo until June 30. 
it offers the best barbecue traditions from Ameri- 
ca, The manu includes the Best BBC Chicken, 


KITARO, the Japanese 
chain, offers free 
delivery for orders of 
party trays, inclu 
the Samurai Mit 
Party Tray consisting 
of 26 pieces of sushi 
and maki for P415 and 
the All- Sashimi Feast, 
with 105 pieces, for M 
P2,310. Also available 
inthe 4l outlets 
nationwide of Kitaro 
are the Shogun 
(sashimi, sushi and 
maki) and the All- 
California Maki feast. 
party trays. 
CallM LIS. NN, 


| DINING OUT 


sliced pork tenderloin in America's Best BBO Pork 
‘Tenderloin, Friday's original baby back ribs in 
America's Best BBQ Ribs (half and full sab), and 
two skewers of succulent plump shrimp grilled to 
perfection in America's Best BBO Shrimp. The 
BBQ promo is available at T.G.|.riday's branches 
at Glorietta 3, Makati; Robinsons Place Manila: 
Hotel Rembrandt on Tomas Morato, Quezon City; 
‘Alabang Town Center; and Sta. Lucia East. 


SULO HOTEL features Japanese fusion. The 
Sushi Bar and Teppanyaki presents chef's spe- 
clalties like the Kobe Tofu Steak, 
Yakitori, Sunriser Maki, Fiery Tuna 
Salad, Shitake Shinjo Age, Boracay 
Maki, Roosevelt Sashi, Spicy 
Shake Temaki, Kamikaze Rolls, 
among others. The Sushi Bar is open 11 a.m- 
2:30 p.m, and 6-10:30 p.m. Call 9245051 to 71. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino presents a 90-percent 
discount in Pastry Boutique when you dine In any 
of the hotel's restaurants. Savor Cantonese oul- 
sine at Li Li, prime meats and seafood dishes at 
the Fireplace or dine in the Market Café to earn 
the discount, available the whole month of Apri 
ust present your dining receipt to get the dis- 
‘count, Gall 2451234. 


OUTBACK offers its elght-ounce Angus Prime Rib 
with Garden Fresh Salad and Side Dish for a spe- 
cial Sunday price of P815 this whole month of 
April. The offer is available in Outback branches 
in Glorietta 4, Libis and Alabang Town Center. Call. 
TT21845, 7298485 and 6343801 


SUPER BOWL of China extends its graduation. 
promo "Long Live the Graduates" to April 9. For a 
minimum purchase of P1,000, a graduate gets a 
{rae regular order of a noadle dish of his choice. 
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heritage. As a group of island nation-states be- 

shores, we were highly regarded trading 

partners by our neighbors. We were called 

the ‘entrepot of Asia. The Philippine Revo- 

dence from a Western colonizer. The 

democratic republic in Asia --- the Re- 

j laudable past, it frustrates many of us 

"to see our country fall short of its po- 

‘To proactively address this angst, 

the Galing Pilipino Movement, a non. 

profit, private sector initiative of con- 


Special PROJECT 


‘on what is good and galing about Pilipinos and 
the Philippines as a counter force against the 
seeming hopelessness and helplessness pervad- 
ing our social climate nowadays. Come April 9, 
‘when we traditionally celebrate our Araw ng 
Kagitingan by remembering the valor of defeat. 
that came with the Fall of Bataan and Corregi 
dor, GPM will break tradition and propound a 
new mindset. 

Wie will re-focus the commemoration of this 
notable historical event through the Galing 
Pilipino LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour, an education- 
abcultural bike tour that will retrace in reverse. 
the grueling death march by Pilipino and Amer- 
ican WWII veterans from Bataan to Tarlac. This 
event seeks to achieve a consciousness reversal 
that will redeem the way we see our history our 


ast to rebuild the future 


‘SOME INTERESTING HISTORICAL 
THOUGHT.PROVOKING QUESTIONS 


D Is it a historical fact that it was the US 
General Edward King who surrenderd to the 
Japanese, compelling the US-commissioned 
Filipino forces into the infamous ‘death 
march’? 


(1 Is it true that the surrender involved 
some 70,000 American and Filipino fighters 
and the Japanese contingent numbering 
about 27,000? 


[1 What were the three strategic plans to 
combat Japanese aggression? 


[1 Did you know that Villamor Air Base was 
named in honor of Lt. Jesus Villamor who led 
aging p-26 fighters against the more modern- 
Japanese planes in World War 11? 


SOME INTERESTING HISTORICAL 
TIDBITS ABOUT WORLD WAR II 


[] The Japanese War Plan, which was de- 
cided months before, called for simultaneous 
strikes at US and British positions in Asia and 
the Pacific. Pearl Harbor would be attacked to 
immobilize the US fleet and clear the flanks 
for various invasions. Wake, Guam, Malaya, 
Hongkong and the Philippines would be in- 
vaded in quick succession. 


{J Assigned to invade the Philippines was 
the Japanese 14th Army under the command 
of Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma who was given 
50 days to complete his mission to take and 
capture the Philippines. 


[] Japanese struck Pearl Harbor on Decem- 
ber 8. Invaded and took Malaya (Malaysia) 
and Batan Island in the Batanes within hours 
after that, Japanese planes bombed Baguio 
and Davao before noon and hit Clark and Iba 
Air Fields before the day was over. 


T) After less than a week of war, MacArthur 
virtually lost contro! of the sea and air but he 
he had faith on the Pilipinos on the beaches. 
Pilipinos, outraged at the audacity of the 
Japanese to attack the Philippines, rose to the 
challenge and volunteered for service in this 
time of war. ROTC cadets in their teens joined 
farmers from the fields in battling the invad- ` 
ing enemy. 


(] Way beyond the 50 days mandate, Hom- | 
ma failed to conquer the Philippines. Else- 
where in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, the 
Japanese had already taken Guam, 
Hongkong, Wake Island, Malaya and Singa- 
pore, ONLY THE PHILIPPINES STOOD 
AGAINST THE JAPANESE, 


[] Allies spoke highly of Pilipino courage 
and heroism. US President Roosevelt cabled 
President Manuel Quezon praising Pilipinos 
for “upholding the most magnificent tradi- 
tions of free democracy”. British Prime Minis- 
ter Winston Chruchill remarked that the 
Pilipino soldier was “the best warrior in the 
world”. 


na cerned citizens have chosen to put the focus 


culture and our heritage. Thus, the LakBYKE 
‘Tour wil start from Capas, Tarlac, lead up to 
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Son Fernando, Pampanga, and endin Mariveles 

and Balanga, Bataan. At each stopover and in 

Selected historical markers, local festivities have 

been organized, highlighting the unique Galing 

Pilipino traditions, practices and appropriate 

Historical perspectives that wil help us develop 

a better sense of our history and appreciate our 

heritage ” 
For the downcast, this GPM event will rekin- 

dle the fire of nationalism. For these, you. 

about. For the hopeful, you will experience @ 

fresh surge of patriotism as you see TS-yearold s 

Joshuas or 21-year old Jessies and many like 

them who have brought the LakBYKE Mabuhay 

vision into reality through great personal sneri- 

fice and indomitable strength of purpose. Join 

us at the sites or join us in spirit. Let us rebuild 

a galing furure together 
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From brilliant sunscts to the aroma of fresh grilled 
scsfood, life in Playa Calatagan promises ro be anything 


‘offering the best swimming beach, 
Temer fused with the old world charm and simplicity of 
Tife in Calatagan. 


Built on gently sloping termiin in Nasugbu, Batangas, ern de Punta Fuego isa 
al ahia heater nested in a lush paradise that slips into an 80O-meter streech 
f immacilate sind and pristine waters, Seven pocket enclaves hemmed by lush 
apation and built wo sompruous adobes that fuse Hispanic elegance with the 
"rec appeal of Tropical Asian design. 


= Look what we've done to our country. 


Landeo Pacific has been creating innovative Hfescyl 


Pind out more at (632) 807-2232 to 34, infufilandcopacific.eom, or wyw landeopacifiesom 


EMI UE 


The jewel of all Lando Pacific 
developments - Peninsula de Punta 
Fuego is locared in Nasugbu. 
Batangas. The 88-heetare flame 
shaped peninsula is a world-class 
residential beach resort fused with 
a Spanish Mediteranean theme I 
ig where some of the most 
prominent families in Metro Manila 
refer to as their weekend getaway. 


linas 


BAMARA en TERRAZAS M 


Amara en Terrazas Oceanfront Residences in Nasugbu, Batangas is the most recent 
Addition to the Punta Fuego community. A iartage of rhe leisure lifestyle with 
Sondomiaium living in a fusion of Spanish Mediterranean and tropical Asin themes, it 
‘ters wo or three-bedroom apartments, ach with a unique and absolucely breathtaking. 
View of he South China Sea 
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The temperate climate and 
the fertile soil provide the 

perfect sering for Leisure 

Farms in Lemery, Batangas j 
and Ponderosa Leisure Farms 

im Silang, Cavite - the 

country's fire residential 

communities devoted to 

Weekend farming, Harvest the 

Freshest fruits of your labor. 

Landeo’s leisure farma 

gostantee refreshing if not 

Productive weekends 


concepts and building communities chat alhange the way we live, 
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DECEMBER 8, 1941. JAPAN STRUCK PEARL HARBOR IN 
Hawaii, invaded Malaya and overran it. Japanese tota-tora 
planes took Batam Island in the Batanes within hours; 
bombed Baguio and Davao just as the sun was rising; hit 
Clark and Iba airfields by noon. It looked like a goner war 
fortheUS and the Philippines. 

Professor Ricardo Jose wrote in his Battle for Battle 
primer that Gen. Masaharu Homma of the 14th Army of 
‘Japan was given only 50 days to take the Philippines. After 
jess than a Week of war, Mac Arthur had virtually lost con- 
trol of the sea and air Outraged by the audacity of the 
Japanese attack on the Philippines, Pilipinos rose to the 
‘challenge and volunteered for service. From all walks of life, 
all ages, and throughout the country Pilipinos offered their 
services to serve their country in this time of war. 

On the 50th day, elsewhere in Asia, the Japanese had al- 
ready taken Guam, HongKong, Wake Island, Malaya and 
Singapore. Only the Philippines remained unconquered. 
Bataan put the Philippines in the world map. US President 
Franklin Roosevelt cabled Philippine President Manuel 
Quezon praising the Pilipinos for “upholding the most mag- 
nificent traditions of free democracy”, British Prime Minis- 
ter Winston Churchill remarked "the Filipino soldier was 
the best warrior in the world”. That brave, valiant, noble 
stand turned the tide of World War 1 —- an inspiration to all 
others fighting against fascism, 

Come April 9, 2006, the Galing Pilipino Movement will 
commemorate this inspiring historial world-changing 
event by retracing in reverse the infamous death march 
route through an educational-cultural fun bike tour. From 
all walks of life, all ages and all throughout the country, 
GPM members, volunteers, partners and supporters will 
participate in this history-making LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour. 
"The Tour begins on April 6 at Capas, Tarlac, moving on to 


Ang Dangal ng Pilipino... 
The Honor of the Filipino... 


El Honor del Filipino. 


By Josias T. dela Cruz 


The Honor ofthe Filipino 
the Creator 

Inthe very heart ofa volcano 

Amidst the fury ofa hurricane 

‘ad the majesty ofthe waves casting on the rods 

Twas born of fire, of wind and of water 

With the temblor as my brother Throughout the ages 

The typhoon as my sister, 

In me dwells the spirit of te eagle 

‘nd the courage of the tamaraw, for 

MY HEARTS FILIPINO! 


‘fear not the darkness, nor the maelstrom 
Forin me lives the blood of my forbears 

A proud race of heroes 3 
Who have pared nothing atthe altar of valor 


With a mind as keen asthe morning's sunburst 
‘With beauty as rare as a pearl 

Tem gifted with the tongues of men, 

The language of the soul, 

And the laughter of the waterfall 


Imbued with respect and with reverence for 


The resilience and humility ofthe bamboo 
am blessed with love and tenderness 
As serene as a moon-bathed night, for 

MY SOULIS FILIPINO! 


Ihave been master ofthe seas 
Guardian of the mountain forest 
And protector ofthe plains 


{will charr the course ofdestiny 
Withthehonoranddigniy * > ¥ ` * 


San Femando, Pampanga on April 7 and 
culminating at Balanga, Bataan on April 
8. At various tour stops, local activities 
have been organized by local govern- 
ments and their communities to welcome visitors and share 
their part of history in an engaging manner. On April 9 itself, 
a one-hour radio special will be aired on DZRH highlighting 
the significance of this important historical moment. 
Putting this event together is a showcase of the true Gal- 
ing Pilipino bayanihan spirit. Chowking enabled the realiza- 
tion of this dream project by hosting the organizational 
meetings, providing for food and sponsoring the Mabuhay 
Concerts of this Tour. These concerts will highlight the rich 
and delightful cultural presentations of Edru Abraham's 
Kontra-Gapi, exponents of the YugYog Tug Tog Pinoy fusion 
music-dance. Infusing meaningful drama in dance are the 
Marikina Dance Guild and Teatro Marikeno. LGUs led by 
Bataan Governor Garcia, Capas Mayor Catacutan and San 
Fernando Mayor Rodriguez have made preparations for the 
red carpet welcome for the LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour-ists. 
Some 500 Manila bikers led by the Inquirer Cycling Club, 
Cycad, the Fireflies and other groups will join local bikers in 
Capas, San Fernando and Bataan for this bike caravan relay 
culminating on Saturday April 8, Daki-Lahi, ADHIKA and 
SAMPAKA historians UP History Department led by Dr. Fer- 
dinand Llanes and local historians and tourism officers in 
the various provinces have imparted their knowledge and 
insights to make this tour program a meaningful historical 
encounter. Sunlife sponsored the commemorative activity 
at the Km-111 Marker in consonance with its celebration of 
its 111 years of existence in the Philippines. Blasting the 
event in cyberspace is GPM cyber media partner, 
ww YEHEY.com. DDB Philippines partnered in this advo- 
cacy by providing creative advertising services, event man- 


After almost twenty five years of focusing on career and quality of fe development, [found myself taking ti 
a Busy work schedule to attend the Karangalan Conference las January. In the siesta hour workshop of the second day, 
Twas jolted by the provocative vision sharing of a tall, articulate and passionate woman about the Galing Pilipino 
Movement. Not only was my interest completely captured. Its patriotic message resonated within me, like a much- 
loved, long forgotten refrain... renewed and refreshed. Iwas enthralled by the entire vision of the Mabuhay March as it 
‘gave me an opportunity to reconnect with my roots and become part of ongoing history. 


agement expertise through Rapp Collins and publicity sup- 
portas part ofits DDB Cares Program. GPM Media Partners, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer and DZRH went all out to help get 
the message across. The dance-drama performances and 
commemorative programs were developed by Ellen Cruz 
with the special participation of John Arcilla. Magnolia, Vic- 
toria Court, San Mig Café, Cosmos, Balibago Waterworks, 
Red Bull, Dinsmor Magnets contributed to make this affair a 
memorable first. 

GP Young Leaders like Jessie Consolacion (PUP Most 
Outstanding Student Teacher/ GPM -PUP Chapter Head), 
15-year old Boy Scout Joshua Young, GPM-Adamson Cha 
ter Head, Xavier Babista, OJ Mendoza, Noy Basilio of Sir 
Luther CareGiver Schoo! in Pampanga, and a host of volun- 
teers like Maeyeth and Alex Cayabyab-Cadungog, Sonia de 
Guzman, Jody and Yam dela Cruz, Marose Borromeo (GPM- 
Visayas Area Head), PUP Director Avelina Bucao, Rudy de 
Mesa and Techie and Oscar Banzon of Bataan. Fernan Yusi 
of Balibago Waterworks, Ian and Atz King, Raul Ignacio and 
Marco Martinez of Victoria Court, Albet Buddahim, Christy 
Jofer and many others gladly gave of their personal time 
and resources to make this grand plan come alive. 

This is the life-giving spirit that brings out the Galing in 
our being Pilipino as we celebrate this year's Araw ng Kag- 
itingan. Itis our hope that by doing what we did, we will re- 
kindle new life in our sense of history and reverse the ‘death 
mentality and the ‘failure baggage’ of our colonial past. 
Thus, the LakBYKE Mabuhay will not be merely a tour, 
will be the handwriting of our Galing Pilipino history- 
the-making. 


ie out of 


Moreover, I found myself fully alive and awake in the wee hours of January 29,2006, writing a poem... in 


three languages. 


in one sitting, I found myself making a firm quality decision to become part of GPM, taking 


the lead in the Bataan leg of the ambitious LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour. found myself going back to my roots, vis- 
iting Bataan more times in one month than Ihave done in the last 3... no, make that, in the last S years. [found 


myself. Lam Pilipino, Glad and proud. 


‘Atngitngltng nds 
Sa hampás ng alon sa bató 
Sa apóy, sa hangin at sa tubig 
Akoyisinilang 


Kaparíd ko ang lindól 
Pati na ang bagyó 


rang tapang ng támaraw 
Dahil ANG PUS 


Ry Ng wika ng kiloluwa, 
2 Ang hala ng talón. 


That befits the nobility to which was bom for 
1 proclaim with a ringing voice: 
MY RACEIS FILIPINO! 


‘Ang Dangilng Pilipino 


4 Sa kaibuturan ng pusò ng bulkán 


Sa akin ay buháy ang diwà ng ágila 
KO AY PILIPINO! 
May sip na sinalim ng pagsabog ng umaga 


Kariktdng kasintangi ng perlas 
1 Hinandugán akó ng mga salit ng tao, 


Saakiy nananahan ang paggalang 

‘Ang pagpipitagan sa Lumaláng 

‘Ang bay at kababaang-lodb ng kawayan 
Binasbasén ng pag-big at lambing 

Tulad ng payapang gabí sa liwanag ng buwán 
‘Dahil ANG DIWA KO AY PILIPINO 


‘a tinakbó ng mahabang panahén 
Panginoon akó ng karagatán 
Tagapag-alaga ng kagubatan sa kabundukan 
‘Avtagapagtanggél ng mga kapatagan 


Sa kadiliman o sa sigwa, pangambé ay wal 
Sapagkét dugô ng mga ninund sa akiy 
mananaloytdy 
Marangilna lahi ng mga bayani ~ 

Na walang ipinngkaít sa dambana ng kagitingan 


Special 


“7 


9:00am Gating Panimula 

Dominican College 

10:30am Ceremonial Take Off 

Jed by GPM Trustee Akiko Thomson. 

and Capas Mayor Catacutan 

10:45am KM xx : Santo Domingo Train Station 
Wreath Laying Ceremony : 
11:15am KM xx : Tambo 

Memorial Visit to Honor Capas Women 


10am to 12pm GALING LEADERSHIP FORUM 
Reviving the Hero in Every Pilipino 

by Prof. Lino Dizon, Tarlac State University 
Executive Director Tarlac Study Center 
President, ADHIKA Central Luzon 

Venue: Dominican College Library 


12:00pm Galing Sel Salo 
Gabaldon Elementary School 
hosted by Copas Mayor Catacutan 


APRIL? 
On-site Registration: San Fernando Tou. 


TARLAC 
8:15am KM xx: Mabalacat-Bamban Boundary 
Salubong sa Bamban 


10:00am KM 102: San Fernando Train Station 
Galing Salubong at Pambungad na Pananalita 
Galing Pilipino Saludo sa mga Beterano 


PAMPANGA 
12nn to2pm Galing Salu-Salo 
Panlilio Ancestral Home 


2pm to 4pm Galing Lakbay Pampanga 
Wow Philippines Pampanga Tour 


MANIA 
4:00am Bikers Breakfast 

‘00am Bikers Departure from Quezon Circle 
6:00am Manila Bikers arrive in San Fernando 


PAMPANGA, 

7:00am GALING LAKBAY PADYAK 

7:30am Handog-Pampalamig saGuagua/Lubao 
Hosted by Balibago Waterworks 


Oam KM 68 : Layak 

Galing Salubong sa Layak 

DIWANG BATAANTOUR 
:00am KM 65 : 

Galing Salubong sa Hermosa 


10:00am KM 61 : Orani 
Galing Pagpugay sa Orani 


4 AT 
bodied APO 
EE 


Tan sen 
na, por! 
MIALY 


El Honór del Filipino 


Enel mismo corazón de un volcán 
Dentro dela furia de un huracán 
Yla majesiad de los ondas que se esmellan enas Atrave 
-= Hesido 
Nacídel fuego, del vento ydel agua Guarda 
Y protes 
Con el temblor que es mi hermano 
Eltifón que es mi hermana, 
En mívive el espiritu del ágila 
Yel coraje del tamaraw, porque 
IMI CORAZON ES FILIPINO! 


Temon 
Porque 
tepasac 
Una ta) 
Qoeno 
Con una mente tan penetrante 

(Como el sol resplandeciente de la mañana 
‘Con bellera tan rara como una pela 

Soy dotado de las lenguas de gentes; 

a idioma delalma, 

Y iris de a cascada 


Ander d 
Conelt 
Que es 

, porque 
Prodan 
tay 

Inbuldo eon respeto; con reverencio para el 


Creador 
Laresiseneiay humildad deli 
‘Poseo elregalo del mori de ltem 


GPM Foundation Trustees * Pedro Roxas * Erly de Guzman * Akiko Thomson * Ramon García ° Tito Panlilio * Nonoy? 


GALING PILIPINO MOVEMENT (GPM) 


The Galing Pilipino Movement is a non-profit, non-political, non-sectarian private sector 
initiative that recognizes, affirms and propagates what is good and galing (excellent) 
about being Pilipino, about Pilipinos and about the Philippines as a counterforce to the 
negativism and cynicism that erodes our sense of nationalism and collective worth. 
GPM wants to make galing the brand mark of this generation of Pilipinos, 


Ealing 
+ Pilipino 


Mavernent 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE. 


www.galingpilipino.org 


Suite 252 Cityland Pioneer Condominium 


Pioneer St,, Mandaluyong City 
‘Tel/Fax: 631-3932 / 633-1089 
Email: galing_pilipino@yahoo.com 
Mobile No: 0917-8354829 


INQUIRER: 


‘cece LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 2006 


m | April 5 to 8, 2006 
j Isang Paggunita sa Kasaysayan 


4pm Capas Shrine 


1pm to 3pm YugYog TugTog Pinoy Workshop 
by Kontra-Gapi 
Venue: Dominican College AVR j 

1 PRISONERS. 
4:45pm KM 111 : Pagpugay ng Sunlife Ase aur E 
Paghahandog at Panalangin ILEAVE TRAIN 


Venue: Capas Shrine and Hariging Bridge ee ee 


5:00pm GALING PARANGAL PARA SA MGA BAYANI ` 
Capas National Shrine 4 


Spm MABUHAY CONCERT By Kot Gapi, Maia! ven 2 š 
Dance Guild and Teatro Marikeño EPS ceteri 2 
Capas Plaza IREADH PRISON CAMP BAM 
"FRIDAY i 

risin Office and Balibago Waterworks 


‘2pm to 4pm GALING LEADERSHIP FORUM 
Venue: Panlilio Ancestral Home 


Paggunita sa Kasaysayan ng Death March 
Prof. June Joson, President SAMPAKA 


Propagating Galing Pilipino Culture 
for Nation-Building 
by Fray Francis Musni, ADHIKA Central Luzon 


6pm Galing Hapunan 
hosted by Tito Panlilio 
Venue: Panlilio Ancestral Home 


‘Spm GALING MABUHAY CONCERT 
Venue: San Fernando City Hall Grounds 


Y, 
an Provincial Tourism Office. 


12nn to 2pm GALING LEADERSHIP FORUM. 
Venue: Balanga Elementary School 


Meaning and Relevance f the Heroes Trek [ A aig ý ROUTE TANEM 

by Prof Isagani Giron, SAMPAKA and Heroes Trek 1 m A 2^ 

Hur f ee eda 255 57 NN EY PRISONERS f 

by Prof. Jaime Veneracion, ADHIKA Founder g P x = $i 
dee $RBGT. Lie, ST MARCH 


PAGGUNITA TOUR 

1:00pm KM 41 : Pilar 

Galing Pagpugay sa Pilar 

2:00pm KM 15 : Batangas Dos 

Galing Pagpugay sa Batangas 

3:00pm KM 00 : Mariveles 
Paghandog ng Parangal sa Mariveles 
5:00pm GALING PARANGAL PARA SA MGA 
BETERANO AT BAYANI 

Bataan Provincial Capitol Grounds. 
6:30pm FIREWORKS 

7:00pm GALING PILIPINO MABUHAY 


cont dues i ; : É c Y Cea: i 7 A 
js AIRY i 


no como una noche besado por a lu- 
[Aes FILIPINO! 


de las edades 

Iamo de los mares 

Jelos bosques de las montañas 
ftor delas llanuras 


In oscuridad, nie torbellino 
n mi esta viva la sangre de mis an- 


orgullosa de héroes CORREGIDOR 
p =" 


han ahorrado nada en el altar de valor 


curso del destino 
néryla dignidad. 
digno a la nobleza a la cual naci, 
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[osinuiavorquesonido: 7^ 
mum 
* 


E(— 


Ru 


Presentor 


Crow king * 


iene 
Rapp Collins. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


‘THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006 


Sun 
Life Financial 


If you want strength and stability - LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 2006 
that endures the challenges of time, April 5-8, 2006 


choose Sun Life Financial... What is LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour? 
j The LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour is an educational-cultural bike tour 
. thet vil retrace in reverse the grueling death march by Pilipino World 
because trust is earned. 3 War il veterans and heroes and the valiant defense of our country 
against a superior enemy. Their victory of spirit and fact enrich our sense: 
of national pride. 


What is its purpose? 


a ‘This event seeks to achieve a consciousness reversal in our observance 
- Paolo Bediones Trnistoriea events, Instead of focusing on 'defeats ke the Fall of Bataan 
sic wil focus cur historical perspective on the upltng values èf solldarty 
wei Collective self-reliance manifested by our Galing Pilipino heroes. 


Valor of Defeat to Victory of Spirit 


Instead of paying homeage to valor in defeat (usually linked to April 9. 
4945 "Fall of Bataan’) the victory of spirit will be highlighted by presenting 
the historical fact that it was U.S. General Edward King who surrendered 
to the Japanese, compelling the U.S. commissioned Pilipino forces into 
the infamous "death march” 


LakBYKE 


“To commemorate this momentous event, the LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 
wil retrace the march in reverse starting from Capas, Tarlac, leading to 
‘San Fernando, Pampanga. and finally ending in Balanga, Bataan.z 
LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour will traverse 111kms. 


Local festivities will be featured at each stop over lo celebrate the uniqud? 
culture, food, traditions and sights. To expound on the historical significance 
Of this celebration, GP Kapihans, Leadership Forums and Mabuhay 
Concerts wil be held as parl of the Bisita Pilipinas program of the Galing 
Pilipino Movement. 


Home 


REGISTRATION FORM | 


ve Address 


Tanaina Mabie 


Ginco Address 


Eman 
Sox — Age — Blood Type Jersey size 
LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour log tc join (please chock): 

Tariac io Pampanga “apni 6. 2000) — C1 

Pampanga to Bataan o 

Bataan (Apms.2006) — Ci 

Baies and contact numbers to be notified in case of emergencies 


Bike ClubiGrouplAssociation: 


Manila bikers ere scheduled on April 8, 2006 only. Please fex 
Philippines Sun life Financials parse D «. olicang ie insurance produci: | Secompiished form to Tel/faxit 631.3932/ 633.1089. 
mpany locs man: dirt o iy Funds: and Sug Life Financial nna. Hitters Quer MD gee, [provea Ser Seut ese (r200) 
sión and education plans 


LoKSVKERS kit Includes Jersey, Toiletry Kil, Route Map and souvenir tem | 


[Initially available in Metro Manila 


